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Mahabalipuram
Mamallapuram or Seven Pagodas or Mahabalipuram, is a town in Kancheepuram district in the
southeastern Indian state of Tamil Nadu. An ancient historic town and a bustling seaport in the 1st
millennium CE.
Mamallapuram was one of two major port cities by the 7th century within the Pallava kingdom.
Along with economic prosperity, it became a center of a group of battle monuments carved out of
rock. These are dated to the 7th and 8th centuries: rathas (temples in the form of chariots),
mandapas (cave sanctuaries), giant open-air rock reliefs such as the famous Descent of the Ganges,
and the Shore Temple dedicated to Shiva, Durga, Vishnu, Krishna and others. The contemporary
town plan was established by the British Raj in 1827.

Neolithic burial urn, cairn circles and jars with burials dating to the very dawn of the Christian era
have been discovered near Mamallapuram. The Sangam age poem Perumpāṇāṟṟuppaṭai relates the
rule of King Thondaiman Ilam Thiraiyar at Kanchipuram of the Tondai Nadu port Nirppeyyaru which
scholars identify with the present-day Mamallapuram. Chinese coins and Roman coins of Theodosius
I in the 4th century CE have been found at Mamallapuram revealing the port as an active hub of
global trade in the late classical period. Two Pallava coins bearing legends read as Srihari and Srinidhi
have been found at Mamallapuram. The Pallava kings ruled Mamallapuram from Kanchipuram; the

capital of the Pallava dynasty from the 3rd century to 9th century CE, and used the port to launch
trade and diplomatic missions to Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia.

Conflict of Durga with Mahishasura - Mahishasuramardini Cave Temple, Mamallapuram – 1880

An 8th-century Tamil text written by Thirumangai Alvar described this place as Sea Mountain ‘where
the ships rode at anchor bent to the point of breaking laden as they were with wealth, big trunked
elephants and gems of nine varieties in heaps’. It is also known by several other names such as
MAMALLAPATINAM and Mamallapuram. Another name by which Mamallapuram has been known to
mariners, at least since Marco Polo’s time is "Seven Pagodas" alluding to the Seven Pagodas of
Mamallapuram that stood on the shore, of which one, the Shore Temple, survives.

The Shore Temple, Mahabalipuram – 1825

The temples of Mapuram, portraying events described in the Mahabharata, were built largely during
the reigns of Narasimhavarman and his successor Rajasimhavarman and show the movement from
rock-cut architecture to structural building. The city of Mamallapuram was founded by the Pallava
king Narasimhavarman I in the 7th century AD. The mandapa or pavilions and the rathas or shrines
shaped as temple chariots are hewn from the granite rock face, while the famed Shore Temple,
erected half a century later, is built from dressed stone. What makes Mamallapuram so culturally
resonant are the influences it absorbs and disseminates. The Shore Temple includes many reliefs,
including one 100 ft. long and 45 ft. high, carved out of granite.
The earliest documentation on the Pallavas is the three copper-plate grants, now referred to as the
Mayidavolu, Hirehadagali and the British Museum plates (Durga Prasad, 1988) belonging to
Skandavarman I and written in Prakrit.Skandavarman appears to have been the first great ruler of the
early Pallavas, though there are references to other early Pallavas who were probably predecessors
of Skandavarman. Skandavarman extended his dominions from the Krishna in the north to the
Pennar in the south and to the Bellary district in the West. He performed the Aswamedha and other
Vedic sacrifices and bore the title of "Supreme King of Kings devoted to dharma".
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The Hirahadagali copper plate (Bellary District) record in Prakrit is dated in the 8th year of Sivaskanda
Varman to 283 CE and confirms the gift made by his father who is described merely as "Bappa-deva"
(revered father) or Boppa. It will thus be clear that this dynasty of the Prakrit charters beginning with
"Bappa-deva" were the historical founders of the Pallava dominion in South India.

Mahishasuramardini Cave Temple, Mamallapuram – 1880

The Krishna Mandapa Cave, Mahabalipuram - 1825

The Hirahadagalli Plates were found in Hirehadagali, Bellary district and is one of the earliest copper
plates in Karnataka and belongs to the reign of early Pallava ruler Shivaskanda Varma. Pallava King
Sivaskandavarman of Kanchi of the early Pallavas ruled from 275 to 300 CE, and issued the charter in
283 CE in the 8th year of his reign.
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Vijaya Skandavarman (Sivaskandavarman) was king of the Pallava kingdom at Bellary region in
Andhra, and viceroy of Samudragupta at Kanchipuram. The writer of the grant was privy councillor
Bhatti Sharman and was supposed to be valid for 100,000 years.
As per the Hirahadagalli Plates of 283 CE, Pallava King Sivaskandavarman granted an immunity viz
the garden of Chillarekakodumka, which was formerly given by Lord Bappa to the Brahmins,
freeholders of Chillarekakodumka and inhabitants of Apitti. Chillarekakodumka has been identified
by some as ancient village Chillarige in Bellary, Karnataka.

In the reign of Simhavarman IV, who ascended the throne in 436, the territories lost to the
Vishnukundins in the north up to the mouth of the Krishna were recovered. The early Pallava history
from this period onwards is furnished by a dozen or so copper-plate grants in Sanskrit. They are all
dated in the regnal years of the kings
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Kanchipuram, also known as Kānchi or Kancheepuram, is the capital of Tamil Nadu.
Located on the banks of the Vegavathy river, Kanchipuram has been ruled by the Pallavas, the
Medieval Cholas, the Later Cholas, the Later Pandyas, the Vijayanagara Empire, the Carnatic
kingdom, and the British, who called the city "Conjeeveram". The city's historical monuments include
the Kailasanathar Temple and the Vaikunta Perumal Temple. Historically, Kanchipuram was a centre
of education and was known as the ghatikasthanam, or "place of learning". The city was also a
religious centre of advanced education for Jainism and Buddhism between the 1st and 5th centuries.
In Vaishnavism Hindu theology, Kanchipuram is one of the seven Tirtha (pilgrimage) sites, for spiritual
release.The city houses Varadharaja Perumal Temple, Ekambareswarar Temple, Kamakshi Amman
Temple, and Kumarakottam Temple which are some of major Hindu temples in the state. Of the 108
holy temples of the Hindu god Vishnu, 14 are located in Kanchipuram. The city is particularly
important to Sri Vaishnavism, but is also a holy pilgrimage site in Shaivism. The city is well known for
its hand woven silk sarees and most of the city's workforce is involved in the weaving industry.
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Kanchipuram is administered by a Special grade municipality constituted in 1947. It is the
headquarters of the Kanchi matha, a Hindu monastic institution believed to have been founded by
the Hindu saint and commentator Adi Sankaracharya, and was the capital city of the Pallava Kingdom
between the 4th and 9th centuries.
Kanchipuram was known in early Tamil literature as Kachi or Kachipedu but was later Sanskritized to
Kanchi or Kanchipuram. In Tamil the word split into two ka and anchi. Ka means Brahma and anchi
means worship, showing that Kanchi stands for the place where Lord Shiva was worshipped by Lord
Brahma. In Sanskrit the term Kanci means girdle and explanation is given that the city is like a girdle

to the earth. The earliest inscription from the Gupta period (325–185 BCE) denote the city as
Kanchipuram, where King Visnugopa was defeated by Samudragupta . Patanjali (150 BCE or 2nd
century BCE) refers to the city in his Mahabhasya as Kanchipuraka. The city was referred to by
various Tamil names like Kanchi, Kanchipedu and Sanskrit names like Kanchipuram. The Pallava
inscriptions from (250–355) and the inscriptions of the Chalukya dynasty refers the city as
Kanchipura. Jaina Kanchi refers to the area around Tiruparutti Kundram. During the British rule, the
city was known as Conjeevaram and later as Kanchipuram. The municipal administration was
renamed Kancheepuram, while the district and city retains the name Kanchipuram.
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While it is widely accepted that Kanchipuram had served as an Early Chola capital, the claim has been
contested by Indian historian P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar who wrote that the Tamil culture of the Sangam
period did not spread through the Kanchipuram district, and cites the Sanskritic origins of its name in
support of his claim. The earliest references to Kanchipuram are found in the books of the Sanskrit
grammarian Patanjali, who lived between the 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE. The city is believed to have
been part of the mythical Dravida Kingdom of the Mahabharatha, and was described as "the best
among cities" (Sanskrit: Nagareshu Kanchi) by the 4th-century Sanskrit poet, Kalidasa. The city was
regarded as the "Banaras of the South".
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Kanchipuram grew in importance when the Pallavas of southern Andhra Pradesh, wary of constant
invasions from the north, moved their capital south to the city in the 6th century. The Pallavas
fortified the city with ramparts, wide moats, well-laid-out roads, and artistic temples. During the
reign of the Pallava King Mahendravarman I, the Chalukya King Pulakesin II (610–642) invaded the
Pallava kingdom as far as the Kaveri River. The Pallavas successfully defended Kanchipuram and
foiled repeated attempts to capture the city. A second invasion ended disastrously for Pulakesin II,
who was forced to retreat to his capital Vatapi which was besieged and Pulakesin II was killed by
Narasimhavarman I (630–668), son of Mahendravarman I (600–630), at the Battle of Vatapi. Under
the Pallavas, Kanchipuram flourished as a centre of Hindu and Buddhist learning. King
Narasimhavarman II built the city's important Hindu temples, the Kanchi Kailasanathar Temple, the
Varadharaja Perumal Temple and the Iravatanesvara Temple. Xuanzang, a Chinese traveller who

visited Kanchipuram in 640, recorded that the city was 9.7 km in circumference and that its people
were renowned for their bravery, piety, love of justice, and veneration for learning.

/ A View From The Royal Artillery Encampment, Conjeveram – 1805
Evidence strongly suggests that the Theravada Buddhism of Shin Arahan and early Pagan was one strongly influenced by Hinduism as
compared to later more orthodox standards. Within 75 years of Shin Arahan's death, the Buddhism of Pagan would be realigned with the
Mahavihara school of Ceylon although his Conjeveram-Thaton school lasted 200 more years before finally dying out. (Thaton kingdom: a
Mon kingdom, believed to have existed in Lower Burma from at least the 4th century BC to the middle of the 11th century AD. One of
many Mon kingdoms that existed in modern-day Lower Burma and Thailand, the kingdom was essentially a city-state centered on the city
of Thaton.)
Nonetheless, the conversion of Anawrahta (the founder of the Pagan Empire. Considered the father of the Burmese nation, Anawrahta
turned a small principality in the dry zone of Upper Burma into the first Burmese Empire that formed the basis of modern-day Burma
(Myanmar).Historically verifiable Burmese history begins with his accession to the Pagan throne in 1044.) is viewed as a key turning point
in the history of Theravada Buddhism. The powerful king's embrace greatly helped stabilize the Buddhist school, which had hitherto been
in retreat elsewhere in South and Southeast Asia. The success of Pagan Empire made the Buddhist school's later spread in mainland
Southeast Asia in the 13th and 14th centuries possible.
The Theravada Buddhism of Shin Arahan might not be as pure as the Burmese cultural memory recalls but his legacy looms large in
Burmese history nonetheless. His conversion of Anawrahta is seen as a key turning point. The powerful king's embrace of Theravada
Buddhism greatly helped stabilize the Buddhist school, which had been retreat elsewhere in South and Southeast Asia until then. In 1071,
Ceylon, the birthplace of Theravada Buddhism, had to ask Pagan, which became Theravada only some 15 years earlier, for the religious
texts because their war with the Hindu Cholas had wiped out the entire clergy base. In Southeast Asia, only Pagan was Theravadin. The
other mainland power, Khmer Empire, was Hindu. The patronage of Pagan Empire provided the Buddhist school with a safe shelter, and
made its spread to Siam, Laos and Cambodia in the 13th and 14th centuries possible.

Chola bronzes

The Medieval Chola king Aditya I conquered the Pallava kingdom, including Kanchipuram, after
defeating the Pallava ruler Aparajitavarman (880–897) in about 890. Under the Cholas, the city was
the headquarters of the northern viceroyalty. The province was renamed "Jayamkonda
Cholamandalam" during the reign of King Raja Raja Chola I (985–1014), who constructed the
Karchapeswarar Temple and renovated the Kamakshi Amman Temple. His son, Rajendra Chola I
(1012–44) constructed the Yathothkari Perumal Temple. According to the Siddhantasaravali of
Trilocana Sivacharya, Rajendra Chola I brought a band of Saivas with him on his return from the Chola
expedition to North India and settled them in Kanchipuram. In about 1218, the Pandya king
Maravarman Sundara Pandyan (1216–1238) invaded the Chola country, making deep inroads into
the kingdom which was saved by the intervention of the Hoysala king Vira Narasimha II (1220–1235),
who fought on the side of the Chola king Kulothunga Chola III. Inscriptions indicate the presence of a

powerful Hoysala garrison in Kanchipuram, which remained in the city until about 1230. Shortly
afterwards, Kanchipuram was conquered by the Telugu Cholas, from whom Jatavarman Sundara
Pandyan I took the city in 1258. The city remained with the Pandyas until 1311 when the
Sambuvarayars declared independence, taking advantage of the anarchy caused by Malik Kafur's
invasion. After short spells of occupation by Ravivarman Kulasekhara of Venad (Quilon, Kerala) in
1313–1314 and the Kakatiya ruler Prataparudra II, Kanchipuram was conquered by the Vijayanagar
general Kumara Kampana, who defeated the Madurai Sultanate in 1361
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The Battle of Pollilur (a.k.a. Pullalur), also known as the Battle of Polilore or Battle of Perambakam, took place on 10
September 1780 at Pollilur near Conjeevaram, the city of Kanchipuram in present-day Tamil Nadu state, India, as part of the
Second Anglo-Mysore War. It was waged between two forces commanded by Tipu Sultan of the Kingdom of Mysore, and Lt.
Colonel William Baillie of the British East India Company. The army of the East India Company surrendered and suffered a
high number of casualties. It was the worst loss the East India Company suffered on the subcontinent until Chillianwala.
Benoît de Boigne, a French officer in the service of 6th Regiment of Madras Native Infantry, wrote, "There is not in India an
example of a similar defeat".
Tipu prevented Lt. Col. Baillie, from joining his detached force, consisting of two companies of European infantry, two
batteries of artillery, and five battalions of native infantry, from Guntur, joining Hector Munro at Conjeevaram, while Tipu's
father Hyder Ali continued the siege at Arcot. Of the 3853 men under Baillie's command, only 50 European officers and 200
men were taken prisoner after the "general massacre". Baillie was taken to Seringapatam
Pullalur was also the site where the king of Badami Chalukya, Pulakesin II fought the Pallava king, Mahendravarman I, in the
7th century.

Mural of the Battle of Pollilur on the walls of Tipu's summer palace. / Mysore rocket man Rockets, or "fire-arrows" in some form, have
been known for a long time: the Chinese are recorded as having used them in 1232 A.D., and the Europeans in the 14th and 15th centuries.
After having fallen into disuse with the invention and improvement of cannon, rockets reemerged in the Mysore of Hyder and Tipu in the
second half of the 18tTi century; this spectacular revival provides a curious and fascinating episode in Indo-British technological history.
The Mysore rockets of this period were much more advanced than what the British had seen or known, chiefly because of the use of iron
tubes for holding the propellant; this enabled higher bursting pressures in the combustion chamber and hence higher thrust and longer
range for the missile. The rockets consisted of a tube (about 60 mm diameter and 200 mm long), fastened to a sword or 3 m bamboo pole,
and had a range of 1-2 km. In the famous battle of Pollilur (1780) in which the British were defeated - a scene celebrated on the walls of
Darya Daulat Bagh in Srirangapatna - a strong contributory cause is thought to have been the explosion of Col. Baillie's ammunition
tumbrils, touched off by Mysore rockets. Rockets were used in the 3rd and 4th Anglo-Mysore Wars as well; although they caused much
confusion and fear especially when used against massed troops or cavalry, they were too inaccurate to tilt decisively the fortunes of battle
in favour of Tipu.

Forces of Hyder Ali effectively used Mysorean rockets and rocket artillery against closely massed British forces / Yama and Yami

The Vijayanagar Empire ruled Kanchipuram from 1361 to 1645. The earliest inscriptions attesting to
Vijayanagar rule are those of Kumara Kampanna from 1364 and 1367, which were found in the
precincts of the Kailasanathar Temple and Varadaraja Perumal Temple respectively. His inscriptions
record the re-institution of Hindu rituals in the Kailasanathar Temple that had been abandoned
during the Muslim invasions. Inscriptions of the Vijayanagar kings Harihara II, Deva Raya II, Krishna
Deva Raya, Achyuta Deva Raya, Sriranga I, and Venkata II are found within the city. Harihara II
endowed grants in favour of the Varadaraja Perumal Temple. In the 15th century, Kanchipuram was
invaded by the Velama Nayaks in 1437, the Gajapati kingdom in 1463–1465 and 1474–75 and the
Bahmani Sultanate in about 1480. A 1467 inscription of Virupaksha Raya II mentions a cantonment in
the vicinity of Kanchipuram. In 1486, Saluva Narasimha Deva Raya, the governor of the Kanchipuram
region, overthrew the Sangama Dynasty of Vijayanagar and founded the Saluva Dynasty. Like most of
his predecessors, Narasimha donated generously to the Varadaraja Perumal Temple. Kanchipuram
was visited twice by the Vijayanagar king Krishna Deva Raya, considered to be the greatest of the
Vijayanagar rulers, and 16 inscriptions of his time are found in the Varadaraja Perumal Temple. The
inscriptions in four languages – Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Sanskrit – record the genealogy of the
Tuluva kings and their contributions, along with those of their nobles, towards the upkeep of the
shrine. His successor, Achyuta Deva Raya, reportedly had himself weighed against pearls in
Kanchipuram and distributed the pearls amongst the poor. Throughout the second half of the 16th
and first half of the 17th centuries, the Aravidu Dynasty tried to maintain a semblance of authority in
the southern parts after losing their northern territories in the Battle of Talikota. Venkata II (1586–
1614) tried to revive the Vijayanagar Empire, but the kingdom relapsed into confusion after his death
and rapidly fell apart after the Vijayanagar king Sriranga III's defeat by the Golconda and Bijapur
sultanates in 1646.

2014

After the fall of the Vijayanagar Empire, Kanchipuram endured over two decades of political turmoil.
The Golconda Sultanate gained control of the city in 1672, but lost it to Bijapur three years later. In
1676, Shivaji arrived in Kanchipuram at the invitation of the Golconda Sultanate in order to drive out
the Bijapur forces. His campaign was successful and Kanchipuram was held by the Golconda
Sultanate until its conquest by the Mughal Empire led by Aurangazeb in October 1687. In the course
of their southern campaign, the Mughals defeated the Marathas under Sambhaji, the elder son of

Shivaji, in a battle near Kanchipuram in 1688 which caused considerable damage to the city but
cemented Mughal rule. Soon after, the priests at the Varadaraja Perumal, Ekambareshwarar and
Kamakshi Amman temples, mindful of Aurangazeb's reputation for iconoclasm, transported the idols
to southern Tamil Nadu and did not restore them until after Aurangazeb's death in 1707. Under the
Mughals, Kanchipuram was part of the viceroyalty of the Carnatic which, in the early 1700s, began to
function independently, retaining only a nominal acknowledgement of Mughal rule. The Marathas
invaded Kanchipuram during the Carnatic period in 1724 and 1740, and the Nizam of Hyderabad in
1742.
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Kanchipuram was a battlefront for the British East India Company in the Carnatic Wars against the
French East India Company and in the Anglo-Mysore Wars with the Sultanate of Mysore.The popular
1780 Battle of Pollilur of the Second Anglo-Mysore War, known for the use of rockets by Hyder Ali of
Mysore, was fought in the village of Pullalur near Kanchipuram. In 1763, the British East India
Company assumed indirect control from the Nawab of the Carnatic over the erstwhile Chingleput
District, comprising the present-day Kanchipuram and Tiruvallur districts, in order to defray the
expenses of the Carnatic wars. The Company brought the territory under their direct control during
the Second Anglo-Mysore War, and the Collectorate of Chingleput was created in 1794. The district
was split into two in 1997 and Kanchipuram made the capital of the newly created Kanchipuram
district.
Bodhidharma is believed to have spread Zen school of Buddhism from India to China
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Buddhism is believed to have flourished in Kanchipuram between the 1st and 5th centuries. Some
notable Buddhists associated with Kanchipuram are Āryadeva (2nd–3rd centuries) – a successor of
Nāgārjuna of Nalanda University, Dignaga and the Pali commentators Buddhaghosa and
Dhammapala. According to a popular tradition, Bodhidharma, a 5th/6th-century Buddhist monk and
founder of Shaolin Kung Fu was the third son of a Pallava king from Kanchipuram. However, other
traditions ascribe his origins to other places in Asia. Buddhists institutions from Kanchipuram were
instrumental in spreading Theravada Buddhism to the Mon people of Myanmar and Thailand who in
return spread the religion to the incoming Burmese and Thai people.
A number of bronzes unearthed at Kurkihar (Apanaka Vihara, near Gaya in Bihar) mention that the
majority of the donors were from Kanchi, indicating that Kurkihar was a major center for the visitors
from Kanchi during 9th to 11th century,
It is thought that Jainism was introduced into Kanchipuram by Kunda Kundacharya (1st century).
Jainism spread to the city by Akalanka (3rd century). Kalbhras, the rulers of Kanchipuram before the
Pallavas, followed Jainism which gained popularity from royal patronage. The Pallava kings,
Simhavishnu, Mahendra Varman and Simhavarman (550–560) followed Jainism, until the advent of

Nayanmars and Azhwars during the 6th and 7th centuries. Mahendravarman I converted from
Jainism to Hinduism under the influence of the Naynamar, Appar, was the turning point in the
religious geography. The two sects of Hinduism, Saivism and Vaishnavism were revived under the
influence of Adi Sankara and Ramanuja respectively. Later Cholas and Vijayanagara kings tolerated
Jainism, and the religion was still practised in Kanchi.
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Trilokyanatha/Chandraprabha temple is a twin Jain temple that has inscriptions from Pallava king,
Narasimhavarman II and the Chola kings Rajendra Chola I, Kulothunga Chola I and Vikrama Chola, and
the Kanarese inscriptions of Krishnadevaraya. The temple is maintained by Tamil Nadu archaeological
department.
Hindus regard Kanchipuram to be one of the seven holiest cities in India, the Sapta Puri. According to
Hinduism, a kṣetra is a sacred ground, a field of active power, and a place where final attainment, or
moksha, can be obtained. The Garuda Purana says that seven cities, including Kanchipuram are
providers of moksha. The city is a pilgrimage site for both Saivites and Vaishnavites. It has close to
108 Shiva temples.
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Ekambareswarar Temple in northern Kanchipuram, dedicated to Shiva, is the largest temple in the
city. Its gateway tower, or gopuram, is 59 metres tall, making it one the tallest temple towers in
India. The temple is one of five called Pancha Bhoota Stalams, which represent the manifestation of
the five prime elements of nature; land, water, air, sky, and fire. Ekambareswarar temple represents
earth.
Kailasanathar Temple, dedicated to Shiva and built by the Pallavas, is the oldest Hindu temple in
existence and is declared an archaeological monument by the Archaeological Survey of India. It has a
series of cells with sculptures inside. In the Kamakshi Amman Temple, goddess Parvati is depicted in
the form of a yantra, Chakra or peetam (basement). In this temple, the yantra is placed in front of the
deity. Adi Sankara is closely associated with this temple and is believed to have established the
Kanchi matha after this temple.
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Muktheeswarar Temple, built by Nandivarman Pallava II (720–796) and Iravatanesvara Temple built
by Narasimhavarman Pallava II (720–728) are the other Shiva temples from the Pallava period. Kachi
Metrali – Karchapeswarar Temple, Onakanthan Tali, Kachi Anekatangapadam, Kuranganilmuttam,
and Karaithirunathar Temple in Tirukalimedu are the Shiva temples in the city reverred in Tevaram,
the Tamil Saiva canonical work of the 7th–8th centuries.
Kumarakottam Temple, dedicated to Muruga, is located between the Ekambareswarar temple and
Kamakshi Amman temple, leading to the cult of Somaskanda (Skanda, the child between Shiva and
Parvati). Kandapuranam, the Tamil religious work on Muruga, translated from Sanskrit
Skandapurana, was composed in 1625 by Kachiappa Shivacharya in the temple.
Varadharaja Perumal Temple, dedicated to Vishnu and covering 23 acres (93,000 m2), is the largest
Vishnu temple in Kanchipuram. It was built by the Cholas in 1053 and was expanded during the
reigns of Kulottunga Chola I (1079–1120) and Vikrama Chola (1118–1135). It is one of the
divyadesams, the 108 holy abodes of Vishnu.The temple features carved lizards, one platted with
gold and another with silver, over the sanctum.Clive of India is said to have presented an emerald
necklace to the temple. It is called the Clive Makarakandi and is still used to decorate the deity on
ceremonial occasions.
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Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram is the birthplace of the azhwar saint, Poigai Alvar. The central shrine
has a three-tier shrine, one over the other, with Vishnu depicted in each of them. The corridor
around the sanctum has a series of sculptures depicting the Pallava rule and conquest. It is the oldest
Vishnu temple in the city and was built by the Pallava king Paramesvaravarman II (728–731).
Ashtabujakaram, Tiruvekkaa, Tiruththanka, Tiruvelukkai, Ulagalantha Perumal Temple, Tiru pavla
vannam, Pandava Thoothar Perumal Temple are among the divyadesam, the 108 famous temples of
Vishnu in the city. There are a five other divyadesams, three inside the Ulagalantha Perumal temple,
one each in Kamakshi Amman Temple and Ekambareswarar Temple.
The Kanchi Matha is a Hindu monastic institution, whose official history states that it was founded by
Adi Sankara of Kaladi, tracing its history back to the 5th century BCE. A related claim is that Adi
Sankara came to Kanchipuram, and that he established the Kanchi mutt named "Dakshina
Moolamnaya Sarvagnya Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam" in a position of supremacy, namely Sarvagnya

Peetha, over the other mathas (religious institutions) of the subcontinent, before his death there.
Other historical accounts state that the mutt was established probably in the 18th century in
Kumbakonam, as a branch of the Sringeri Matha, and that it declared itself independent.
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Another mutt which was famous in ancient times was the Upanishad Bramham Mutt, located near
Kailasanathar temple, Kanchipuram. It has the Mahasamadhi of Upanishad Brahmayogin, a saint who
wrote commentaries on all the major upanishads in Hinduism. It is said that the great Sage, Sadasiva
Brahmendra took to sanyasa at this mutt.
The Tamil country of South India experienceda flowering of political, economic, and cultural forces during the Chola period
(849-1279). The environments supporting this expansion were nucleated settlements focused on temples, surrounded by
verdant paddy fields with artificial irrigation networks. The far south of India participated in the ancient urban revolution.
Early cities such as Madurai, Kanchipuram, and Pumpuhar were centers of the typical ancient Indian combination of longdistance trade (especially with the Mediterranean world) and political unification under early kingdoms (Cholas and
Pandyas).l As in the case of North India, this early flowering faded after about A.D. 400 followed by a period of several
hundred years that have yielded few data and seem to have been a time of migrations and disunity. A new type of urban
development began under the Pallava dynasty (sixth-ninth centuries), centered especially in the capital city of
Kanchipuram. Donative inscriptions at major temples in the capital indicate that religious institutions, especially temples,
lay spatially and conceptually at the heart of growing political and commercial networks. The developments originating in
the Pallava period came to fruition during the subsequent reigns of the Chola kings, when many areasof medieval Tamil
Nadu experiencedthe growth of small urban sites around temples.
The Chola kings, based in the fertile Kaveri River delta, united all of Tamil Nadu under their rule and expanded their political
influence over peninsular India, Sri Lanka, and even Southeast Asia.

East gopura of the Ghritapuresvaraswami Temple, Tillaisthanam, Thanjavur District, around 1892. Tillaisthanam is located in the modern
state of Tamil Nadu. The Ghritapuresvaraswami temple is two-storeyed and has a number of features typical of the Muttaraiyar period.
This dynasty of rulers flourished just before the advent of the Cholas and built a number of temples in southern India. It has been
suggested that the temple could date to the early years of the Chola period or to the Pandya occupation (A.D. 864-878). This is because the
temple does not fit easily into a single architectural style, but incorporates features of many different styles. The temple faces east and
enshrines a lingam. The tall pyramidal gopura consists of diminishing storeys and ends with a vaulted roof. / Sri Vedanta Desikan (1268–
1369) was a Sri Vaishnava guru/philosopher and one of the most brilliant stalwarts of Sri Vaishnavism in the post-Ramanuja period. He was
a poet, devotee, philosopher and master-teacher (desikan). He was the disciple of Kidambi Appullar, also known as Aathreya
Ramanujachariar, who himself was of a master-disciple lineage that began with Ramanuja. Desikan stayed in several cities through his life
such as Thiruvaheendrapuram, Kanchipuram, Srirangam and Melkote.
At each place, he composed many different works in languages such as Tamil, Sanskirt, Prakrit and Manipravala (a mixture of Sanskrit and
Tamil) that revealed his ingenuity, creativity, logic, linguistic expertise, devotional fervour and erudite scholarship.

Nawabs of the Carnatic (also referred to as the Nawabs of Arcot) ruled the Carnatic region of South India between about
1690 and 1801. The Carnatic was a dependency of Hyderabad Deccan, and was under the legal purview of the Nizam of
Hyderabad, until their demise. They initially had their capital at Arcot in the present-day Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Their
rule is an important period in the history of Carnatic and Coromandel regions, in which the Mughal Empire gave way to the
rising influence of the Maratha Empire, and later the emergence of the British Raj.

The old province known as the Carnatic, in which Madras (Chennai) was situated, extended from the Krishna river to the
Kaveri river, and was bounded on the West by Mysore kingdom and Dindigul, (which formed part of the Sultanate of
Mysore). The Northern portion was known as the 'Mughal Carnatic', the Southern the 'Maratha Carnatic' with the Maratha
fortresses of Gingee and Ranjana-gad. Carnatic thus was the name commonly given to the region of Southern India that
stretches from the East Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh in the North, to the Maratha fort of Ranjana-Gad in the south
(including Kaveri delta) and Coromandal Coast in the east to Western Ghats in the west.

The Siege of Arcot, forces of the British East India Company led by Robert Clive and forces of Nawab of the Carnatic, Chanda Sahib, assisted
by a small number of troops from the French East India Company. (2nd Carnatic War) / The Battle of Madras or Fall of Madras took place in
September 1746 during the War of the Austrian Succession when a French force attacked and captured the city of Madras from its British
garrison. The First Carnatic War (1746–1748) was the Indian theatre of the War of the Austrian Succession and the first of a series of
Carnatic Wars that established early British dominance on the east coast of the Indian subcontinent. In this conflict the British and French
East India Companies vied with each other on land for control of their respective trading posts at Madras, Pondicherry, and Cuddalore,
while naval forces of France and Britain engaged each other off the coast. The war set the stage for the rapid growth of French hegemony
in southern India under the command of French Governor-General Joseph François Dupleix in the Second Carnatic War.

The Nawabs of the Carnatic trace their origin back to second Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab. The Nawab of the Carnatic was
established by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, who in 1692 appointed Zulfikhar Ali Khan as the first Nawab of the Carnatic,
with his seat at Arcot as a reward for his victory over the Marathas led by Rajaram. With the Vijayanagara Empire in serious
decline, the Nawabdom of the Carnatic controlled a vast territory south of the Krishna river. The Nawab Saadatullah Khan I
(1710–1732) moved his court from Gingee to Arcot. His successor Dost Ali (1732–1740) conquered and annexed Madurai in
1736. In 1740, the Maratha forces descended on Arcot. They attacked the Nawab, Dost Ali Khan, in the pass of
Damalcherry. In the war that followed, Dost Ali, one of his sons Hasan Ali, and a number of prominent persons lost their
lives. This initial success at once enhanced Maratha prestige in the south. From Damalcherry the Marathas proceeded to
Arcot, which surrendered to them without much resistance. Chanda Saheb and his son were arrested and sent to Nagpur.
Muhammad Ali Khan Wallajah (1749–1795) became the ruler in 1765.
The growing influences of the English and the French and their colonial wars had a huge impact on the Carnatic. Wallajah
supported the English against the French and Hyder Ali, placing him heavily in debt. As a result he had to surrender much of
his territory to the East India Company. Paul Benfield, an English business man, made one of his mayor loans to the Nawab
for the purpose of enabling him, who with the aid of the English, had invaded and conquered the Mahratta state of Tanjore.

Death of the Nawab Anwaruddin Mohammed Khan in a battle (battle of Ambur) against the French in 1749 / Nawab of Bengal, Mir Qasim
at the Battle of Buxar / Lally at Pondicherry / Azim-ud-Daula was the Nawab of Carnatic from 1801 to 1819

The thirteenth Nawab, Ghulam Muhammad Ghouse Khan (1825–1855), died without issue, and the British annexed the
Carnatic Nawabdom, applying the doctrine of lapse. Ghouse Khan's uncle Azim Jah was created the first Prince of Arcot
(Amir-e-Arcot) in 1867 by Queen Victoria, and was given a tax free-pension in perpetuity.

Vellore has been ruled by the Pallavas, Medieval Cholas, Later Cholas, Vijayanagar Empire,
Rashtrakutas, Carnatic kingdom and the British.
According to legend, the region was surrounded by Velan trees (Babul trees), resulting in the place to
be called Vellore.
The recorded history of Vellore dates back to the ninth century, as seen from a Chola inscriptions in
the Annamalaiyar Temple in Tiruvannamalai.
During the first half of the 19th century, the town came under British rule.

Ruins of Pondicherry after its destruction by British troops following the capitulation of the city. / 2014

Pondicherry officially known as Puducherry, affectionately known as Pondy and short code as "Pdy",
and has been officially known by the alternative name Puducherry in Tamil (New Town) since 2006.
Pondicherry city consists of 42 wards. Wards 1–10 are located in north of the city. Wards 11–19 are
located in Boulevard Town and remaining wards are located in the southwest of the city centre.
The history of the city of Pondicherry is recorded only after the arrival of Dutch, Portuguese, British
and French colonialists. By contrast, nearby places such as Arikamedu, Ariyankuppam,
Kakayanthoppe, Villianur and Bahur, which were colonised by the French East India Company over a
period of time and which later became the union territory of Pondicherry, have recorded histories
that predate the colonial period.
A marketplace named Poduke or Poduca is recorded as a Roman trading destination from the mid 1st
century. The area was part of the Pallava Kingdom of Kanchipuram in the 4th century. The Cholas of
Thanjavur held it from the 10th to 13th centuries, only to be replaced by the Pandya Kingdom in the
13th century. The Vijayanagar Empire took control of almost all of the South of India in the 14th
century and maintained control until 1638 when they were supplanted by the Sultan of Bijapur.

The French East India Company established this city as their headquarters in 1674. Five trading posts
were established along the south Indian coast between 1668 and 1674. The city was separated by a
canal into the French Quarter and the Indian Quarter.
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During the Anglo-French wars (1742–1763), Puducherry changed hands frequently. On 16 January
1761, the British captured Puducherry from the French, but the Treaty of Paris (1763) at the
conclusion of the Seven Years' War returned it. The British took control of the area again in 1793 at
the Siege of Pondicherry amid the Wars of the French Revolution, and returned it to France in 1814.
When the British gained control of the whole of India in the late 1850s, they allowed the French to
retain their settlements in the country. Pondicherry, Mahé, Yanam, Karaikal and Chandernagor
remained a part of French India until 1954 when it was incorporated into the Indian Union along with
the rest of French India.
On 18 October 1954 in a general election involving 178 people in Pondicherry Municipal and
Commune Panchayat, 170 people were in favour of independence and eight people voted against.
The de facto transfer of the French Indian territories from French governance to the Indian union
took place on 1 November 1954, and was established as the union territory of Pondicherry. However,
the formal de jure transfer of territory agreement between France and India was signed on 16 August
1962.
Chidambaram is a town and municipality in Cuddalore district in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. It is
the headquarters of the Chidambaram taluk. The town is believed to be of significant antiquity and
has been ruled, at different times, by the Pallavas until 9th century, Medieval Cholas, Later Cholas,
Later Pandyas, Vijayanagar Empire, Marathas and the British. The town is known for the Thillai
Nataraja Temple, and the annual chariot festival held in the months of December–January (In the
Tamil month of Marghazhi known as "Margazhi Urchavam") and June to July (In the Tamil month of
Aani known as "Aani Thirumanjanam")
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Chidambaram covers an area of 4.8 km2 and had a population of 62,153 as of 2011. It is
administered by a first-grade municipality. Teritiary sector involving tourism is the major occupation.
Roadways are the major means of transportation with a total of 64.12 km of district roads including
one national highway passing through the town. As of 2011, there were eleven government schools:
six primary schools, three middle schools and two higher secondary schools in Chidambaram.
Annamalai University, established in 1929 in Chidambaram, is one of the oldest and most prominent
universities in the state.
Chidambaram is one of the many temple towns in the state which is named after the grooves,
clusters or forests dominated by a particular variety of a tree or shrub and the same variety of tree or
shrub sheltering the presiding deity. The traditional name of the temple complex, Chidambaram
Thillai Nataraja-koothan Kovil.
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The mangrove forests houses the ancient Thillai trees (Exocoeria agallocha) surrounding the shrine.
The Thillai trees of the nearby Pichavaram wetlands, the second largest mangrove forest in the
world, extends to the temple area. The shrine is venerated as Thillai ambalam literally meaning the
open stage of Thillai. The name of the town of this shrine, Chidambaram comes from the Tamil word
Chitrambalam (also spelled Chithambalam) meaning "wisdom atmosphere". The roots are cith or
chitthu means consciousness or wisdom while and ambalam means "atmosphere". This composite
word comes from its association with Shiva Nataraja, the cosmic dancer and the cultural atmosphere
for arts.
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According to Hindu legend, in the Thillai forests resided a group of sages who believed in the
supremacy of magic — that the gods could be controlled by rituals and mantras. Shiva, hearing this,
assumed the form of Bhikshatana, a simple mendicant seeking alms, and went walking in Thillai. He
was followed by his consort, Vishnu as Mohini. The sages and their wives were enchanted by the
beauty of the pair. On seeing their womenfolk enchanted, the angry sages performed a ritual to
create serpents (nāga). Shiva lifted the serpents and donned them as ornaments on his matted locks,
neck and waist. Further enraged, the sages invoked a fierce tiger, whose skin was used by Shiva as a
shawl around his waist. Then followed a fierce elephant, which was ripped to death and devoured by
Shiva (an episode depicted in the Gajasurasamhara). The sages gathered all their spiritual strength
and invoked the powerful demon Muyalakan — a symbol of complete arrogance and ignorance.
Shiva smiled gently, stepped on the demon's back to immobilise him, and performed the Ánanda
Thandavam (the dance of eternal bliss), thus disclosing his true form. The sages surrendered,
realising that rituals cannot control the gods.

There is reference to the temple or the town in Sangam literature of the first to fifth centuries and
the earliest mention is found in Tamil literature. The temple and the deity were immortalized in
Tamil poetry in the works of Thevaram by three poet saints belonging to the 7th century - Thirugnana
Sambanthar, Thirunavukkarasar and Sundaramoorthy Nayanar. Thirugnana Sambanthar has
composed two songs in praise of the temple, Thirunavukkarasar aka Appar eight songs in praise of
Nataraja and Sundarar one song in praise of Nataraja. Sundarar commences his Thiruthondar Thogai
(the sacred list of Lord Shiva's 63 devotees) paying his respects to the priests of the Thillai temple "To the devotees of the priests at Thillai, I am a devotee". The works of the first three saints, the
Thirumurai were stored in palm leaf manuscripts in the temple and were recovered by the Chola King
Rajaraja Chola under the guidance of Nambiandarnambi. Manikkavasagar, the 10th century saivite
poet has written two works, the first called Thiruvasakam (The sacred utterances) which largely has
been sung in Chidambaram and the Thiruchitrambalakkovaiyar (aka Thirukovaiyar), which has been
sung entirely in the temple. Manikkavasagar is said to have attained spiritual bliss at Chidambaram.
The Chidambaram Mahatmiyam composed during the 12th century provides the subsequent
evolution and Sanskritization of cults
.

/ Viṣṇu reclines on the coils of the five-hooded Shesha (also known as Ananta).
There are several inscriptions available in the temple and referring to the Chidambaram temple in
neighbouring areas. Most inscriptions available pertain to the periods of Cholas - Rajaraja Chola I
(985-1014 CE), Rajendra Chola I (1012-1044 CE), Kulothunga Chola I (1070-1120 CE), Vikrama Chola
(1118-1135 CE), Rajadhiraja Chola II (1163 -1178 CE), Kulothunga Chola III (1178-1218 CE) and
Rajaraja Chola III (1216-1256 CE). Pandya inscriptions date from Thribhuvana Chakravarthi
Veerapandiyan, Jataavarman Thribhuvana Chakravarthi Sundarapaandiyan (1251-1268 CE) and
Maaravarman Thribhuvana Chakravarthi Veerakeralanaagiya Kulashekara Pandiyan (1268-1308 CE).
Pallava inscriptions are available for king Avani Aala Pirandhaan Ko-perum-Singha (1216-1242 CE).
Vijayanagara Kings mentioned in inscriptions are Veeraprathapa Kiruttina Theva Mahaaraayar (15091529 CE), Veeraprathaapa Venkata Deva Mahaaraayar, Sri Ranga Theva Mahaaraayar, Atchyutha
Deva Mahaaraayar (1529-1542 CE) and Veera Bhooopathiraayar. One of the inscriptions from the
descendant of Cheramaan Perumal Nayanar, Ramavarma Maharaja has been found.
Thanjavur, formerly Tanjore, is a city in the south Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Thanjavur is an
important center of South Indian religion, art, and architecture. Most of the Great Living Chola
Temples, which are UNESCO World Heritage Monuments, are located in and around Thanjavur. The
foremost among these, the Brihadeeswara Temple, is located in the centre of the city. Thanjavur is
also home to Tanjore painting, a painting style unique to the region.
Thanjavur is the headquarters of the Thanjavur District. The city is an important agricultural centre
located in the Cauvery Delta and is known as the "Rice bowl of Tamil Nadu". Thanjavur is
administered by a municipal corporation covering an area of 36.33 km2 and had a population of
222,943 in 2011. Roadways are the major means of transportation, while the city also has rail
connectivity. The nearest airport is Tiruchirapalli International Airport, located 59.6 km away from
the city. The nearest seaport is Karaikal Port, which is 94 km away from Thanjavur.

The city first rose to prominence during the reign of Mutharaiyar when it served as the capital of the
empire. After the fall of Cholas, the city was ruled by various dynasties like Pandyas, Vijayanagar
Empire, Madurai Nayaks, Thanjavur Nayaks, Thanjavur Marathas and British Empire. It has been a
part of independent India since 1947.

A processional scene with Amar Singh, ruler of Thanjavur (Tanjore), and Sarabhoji.

The city name "Thanjavur" seems to be derived from the name of a Mutharayar king "Thananjay" or
"Dhananjaya". According to local legend, the word Thanjavur is derived from "Tanjan", an asura
(giant) in Hindu mythology who was killed in what is now Thanjavur by the Hindu god Neelamegha
Perumal, a form of Vishnu. The word Thanjavur is indeed a Tamil name."Than"-cold, "chei"-farmland,
"ur"- city, a city surrounded by cold farmlands. The word "Thancheiur" has become "Thanjavur".

'Subrahmanya Swami's Temple', 1858

There are no references to Thanjavur in any of the Sangam period (third century BC to fourth century
AD) Tamil records, though some scholars believe that the city has existed since that time. Kovil Venni,
situated 24 km to the east of the city, was the site of the Battle of Venni between the Chola king
Karikala and a confederacy of the Cheras and the Pandyas. The Cholas seemed to have faced an
invasion of the Kalabhras in the third century AD after which the kingdom faded into obscurity. The
region around present day Thanjavur was conquered by the Mutharayars during the sixth century,
who ruled it up to 849.
The Cholas came to prominence once more through the rise of the Medieval Chola monarch
Vijayalaya (841–878) in about 850. Vijayalaya conquered Thanjavur from the Mutharayar king Elango
Mutharayar and built a temple dedicated to Hindu goddess Nisumbhasudani. His son Aditya I (871–
901) consolidated the hold over the city. The Rashtrakuta king Krishna II (878–914), a contemporary
of the Chola king Parantaka I (907–950), claims to have conquered Thanjavur, but there are no

records to support the claim. Gradually, Thanjavur became the most important city in the Chola
Empire and remained its capital till the emergence of Gangaikonda Cholapuram in about 1025.
During the first decade of the eleventh century, the Chola king Raja Raja Chola I (985–1014)
constructed the Brihadeeswarar Temple at Thanjavur. The temple is considered to be one of the best
specimens of Tamil architecture.

When the Chola Empire began to decline in the 13th century, the Pandyas from the south invaded
and captured Thanjavur twice, first during 1218–19 and then during 1230. During the second
invasion, the Chola king Rajaraja III (1216–56) was exiled and he sought the help of the Hoysala king
Vira Narasimha II (1220–35) to regain Thanjavur. Thanjavur was eventually annexed along with the
rest of the Chola kingdom by the Pandya king Maravarman Kulasekara Pandyan I (1268–1308) in
1279 and the Chola kings were forced to accept the suzerainty of the Pandyas. The Pandyas ruled
Thanjavur from 1279 to 1311 when their kingdom was raided and annexed by the forces of Malik
Kafur (1296–1306) and Delhi Sultanate. The Sultanate extended its authority directly over the
conquered regions from 1311 to 1335 and then through the semi-independent Ma'bar Sultanate
from 1335 to 1378. Starting from the 1350s, the Ma'bar Sultanate was steadily absorbed into the
rising Vijayanagar Empire.
Thanjavur is believed to have been conquered by Kampanna Udayar during his invasion of Srirangam
between 1365 and 1371. Deva Raya's inscription dated 1443, Thirumala's inscription dated 1455 and
Achuta Deva's land grants dated 1532 and 1539 attest Vijayanagar's dominance over Thanjavur.
Sevappa Nayak (1532–80), the Vijayanagar viceroy of Arcot, established himself as an independent
monarch in 1532 (1549, according to some sources) and founded the Thanjavur Nayak kingdom.
Achuthappa Nayak (1560–1614), Raghunatha Nayak (1600–34) and Vijaya Raghava Nayak (1634–73)
are some of the important rulers of the Nayak dynasty who ruled Thanjavur. Thanjavur Nayaks were
notable for their patronage of literature and arts. The rule of the dynasty came to an end when
Thanjavur fell to the Madurai Nayak king Chokkanatha Nayak (1662–82) in 1673. Vijaya Raghunatha
Nayak, the son of Chokkanatha, was killed in a battle and Chokkanatha's brother Alagiri Nayak (1673–
75) was crowned as the ruler of the empire.
Thanjavur was successfully conquered in 1674 by Ekoji I (1675–84), the Maratha feudatory of the
sultan of Bijapur and half-brother of Shivaji (1627/30-80) of the Bhonsle dynasty. Ekoji founded the
Thanjavur Maratha kingdom which ruled Thanjavur till 1855. The Marathas exercised their
sovereignty over Thanjavur throughout the last quarter of the 17th and the whole of the 18th
century. The Maratha rulers patronized Carnatic music. In 1787, Amar Singh, the regent of Thanjavur,
deposed the minor Raja, his nephew Serfoji II (1787–93) and captured the throne. Serfoji II was
restored in 1799 with the assistance of the British, who induced him to relinquish the administration
of the kingdom and left him in charge of Thanjavur fort and surrounding areas.

The kingdom was eventually absorbed into British India in 1855 by the Doctrine of Lapse when Shivaji
II (1832–55), the last Thanjavur Maratha ruler, died without a legitimate male heir. The British
referred to the city as Tanjore in their records. Five years after its annexation, the British replaced
Negapatam (modern-day Nagapattinam) with Thanjavur as the seat of the district administration.
Under the British, Thanjavur emerged as an important regional centre. The 1871 India census
recorded a population of 52,171, making Thanjavur the third largest city in the Madras Presidency.
After India's independence, Thanjavur continued as the district headquarters.

Brihadishvara temple at Thanjavur – 1785 / Brihadishvara Temple complex in Thanjavur - The pyramidal gateway at entrance - 1868

The Thanjavur Nayak kingdom or Thanjavur Nayak dynasty were the rulers of Thanjavur principality of Tamil Nadu in the
16th and 17th centuries. The Nayaks were originally appointed as provincial governors by the Vijayanagar Emperor in the
14th century, who divided the Tamil country into three Nayakships viz., Madurai, Tanjore and Gingee. In the mid-16th
century they became an independent kingdom, although they continued their alliance with the Vijayanagagr Empire. The
Thanjavur Nayaks were notable for their patronage of literature and the arts.
A translation from Sources (p. 284) on Raghunathabhyudayam, says this about Timma, the father of Sevappa Nayak, the
founder of the Tanjore Nayak line: In the Shudra caste born from the feet of Vishnu was born a king called Timma. The
Mannaru (Vishnu) of the Mannargudi temple was their kula daivam (family deity).

2014

With the demise of the Chola dynasty in 1279, Thanjavur was ruled by a branch of Chola dynasty, until the Vijayanagara
Empire conquered all of South India by the late 14th century. The Vijayanagar rulers installed viceroys to rule over various
parts of the empire. In 1532 CE, Achyuta Deva Raya, the brother and successor of Krishna Deva Raya of Vijayanagar granted
Sevappa Nayak, the governor of Thanjavur, permission to establish a feudatory kingdom following his Southern Campaigns
against the last Chola ruler.
Chevvappa Nayak a.k.a. Sevappa Nayak (1532–1580), was the first Thanjavur Nayak king. He was the son of Timmappa
Nayak, a Vijayanagara viceroy in the Arcot region from his wife Bayyambika. The work Raghunathabhyudayam written by
Vijayaraghava Nayaka gives some genealogical details of Timmappa. Timmappa or Timmabhupati was the ruler of North
Arcot with his capital at Nedungunram. The epigraphs of all of the Tanjore Nayaks show that they belonged to
Nedungunram. One of Krishnadevaraya's epigraphs mentions that Timmappa also had the high privilege of serving him as a
door keeper (vasal) and was the emperor's dalavay (commander) who took part in the Raichur campaign. According to
historian V. Vriddhagirisan, Timmappa Nayak was the brother of Nagama Nayak. Nagama Nayak was the father of
Visvanatha Nayak (founder of the Madurai Nayak dynastic line). Hence Viswanatha Nayak and Chevvappa Nayak were
cousins.

The work Raghunathabhyudayam mentions that Timmappa and Bayambika had 4 sons: Pedda Seva, Chinna Seva, Pedda
Malla and Chinna Malla. However, not much is known of the other 3 sons. Of the 4 sons, Chinna Seva alias Sevappa Nayak
seems to have distinguished himself.
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Before assuming power of the Tanjore kingdom, Sevvappa had distinguished himself under Krishnadavaraya as an
administrator and a builder. Sevappa's wife Murtimamba was the sister-in-law of Achyuta Deva Raya and the sister of the
Vijayanagara Queen, Thirumalamba. Some sources suggest that Sevappa acquired the Thanjavur Kingdom as Stridhana
(dowry) from Achyutadeva Raya. Sevappa was also a ceremonial betel bearer to Achyuta Deva Raya, the brother of
Krishnadevaraya.
According to the book Arunachala: A short history of hill and temple in Tiruvannamalai , the "position of a ceremonial betel
bearer or adaiappan (thambul karandivan) was a post given to a very trusted subordinate and Sevappa being a powerful
and influential man of the locality was appointed the first nayak". The position of a betel bearer was usually not given to an
outsider, as this position would make the man privy to all of the king's personal details. Therefore, the position was usually
given to a trusted member within the family.
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Sevappa's son, Achuthappa Nayak (1560–1614), was named in memory of Achyuta Deva Raya. He led a peaceful reign of 54
years. Up until 1580 Achuthappa Nayak co-ruled with his father under the Yuvaraja title while immediately after that he
was joined by his heir, son Raghunatha Nayak. He was said to be deeply religious and was well considered a master in the
art of warfare. His minister was Govinda Dikshitar, a great scholar and a shrewd administrator. His long reign was of
comparative peace apart from the internal struggles enabling him to contribute much to spiritual and public utility
development.
During Achuthappa's reign, the Vijayanagara Empire was defeated by the Deccan sultanates armies at the battle of Talikota.
Later when the Vijaynagara rulers re-established their capital in Chandragiri and Vellore under Sriranga Rayas, Achuthappa
Nayak continued his loyalty while Gingee and Madurai Nayaks intended to break free by refusing to pay tribute. This would
also lead to bitter animosity between the Madurai Nayaks and the Tanjore Nayaks ultimately leading to the Battle at
Vallamprakara where the Tanjore army with the Rayas fought against Veerappa Nayak of Madurai by defeating the latter.
Same time when the Rayas of Chandragiri were waging wars with the Deccan Sultanates in southern Andhra Pradesh
Achuthappa Nayak provided support.
Portugal controlled the Nagapattinam territory as well as the Colombo province in Ceylon and the entire West Coast of
India. The King of Jaffna kingdom went into a war against Portugal against the methods adopted by the missionary
conversions in Jaffna. Later King of Jaffna sought help from the Tanjore Nayaks in repelling Portuguese advances through
many battles

Achuthappa Nayak provided land grants to the new Italian settlers who escaped the Siege of Malta by the Ottoman Empire
with the demand of their conversion to Hinduism.
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Achuthappa Nayak was deeply religious from his young days and the fertile nature of his country helped him make large
contributions in gifts and infrastructure to major Temples and also important irrigation systems. The main benefactor was
the Srirangam Temple. His assistant and advisor was his minister Govinda Dikshita.
The Srirangam Temple towers (Gopurams) of the North and West and the eighth Prakara (temple Wall Street) and several
Halls (Mandapam) inside the Temple complex were built by him. The Golden Vimana of the inner most shrines (Temple
Flag) and the image of God studded with Crown jewels was presented by Achuthappa Nayak.
His other major contributions include the Pushyamantapas (Halls) with steps leading to river Cauvery in Mayavaram,
Tiruvidaimarudur, Tiruvadi and Kumbakonam and Golden Kalasas of Tiruvannamalai Temple Gopurams (Towers) some of
the Gopurams in Rameswaram. Several temples in Arcot and Tanjore regions namely Temples in Tiruvidaimarudur and
Chidambaram received villages as grants.
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During his last days the Rayas now ruling from Chandragiri and Vellore had rival claimants within the family to the title and
were heading for a war with the other Nayak kings taking sides with some suited to their vested interests.
Raghunatha Nayak (1600–1634) is regarded as the greatest in the Thanjavur Nayak dynasty. He is famous for his patronage
of literature other scholarly research. One of his wives, Ramabhadramba was highly educated and a gifted poet. During his
time he granted military assistance to the Chandragiri ruler Venkata II to recover most of his lost areas from the Golconda
forces. In 1620 Raghunatha Nayak permitted a Danish settlement at Tarangambadi. This encouraged the English to seek
trade with the Thanjavur Nayaks. The Tanjore cannon or Raghunatha cannon, supposed to be the largest cannon in the
world was installed during Raghunatha Nayak, built with Danish metallurgy know how.
Raghunatha was a gifted scholar in Sanskrit, Kannada and Telugu languages, as well as a talented musician. His court was
distinguished for its assembly of poets and scholars. Ragunatha is credited with writing several books on music and
literature. Maduravani and Ramabhadramba were two famous poets in his court, while Sudhindra and Raghavendra were
two famous Madhva gurus patronised by him. Govinda Dikshita's son Yajnanarayana has written an account on
Raghunatha's rule in his work Sahitya Ratnakara. Raghunatha was a gifted scholar and an expert in the art of swordplay, a
fine marksman and a skilled master in horse riding. In the field of music, Raghunatha created new ragas, talas, and melas
like Jayanta sena (Ragam), Ramananda (Talam), Sargita vidya and Raghunatha (Mela). His Sanskrit treatise on music, Sangita
Sudha opened the secrets of music to all. Raghunatha also composed kavyas and dance-dramas like Prabandkas,
Parijatapaharana, Valmika Charitra Kavya, Achyutendrabhyudayam, Gajendramoksham, Nala Caritiam and Rukmini Krishna

Vivaha Yakshagana. It was during Raghunatha's reign that a palace library was established. Sarasvati Bhandar is where the
manuscripts of Raghunatha's prolific court scholars were collected and preserved. This library was developed and enriched
later by Rajah Serfoji II into the currently famous Saraswati Mahal Library.

1969

During Raghunatha's rule, a civil war involving succession to the throne was taking place in the Vijayanagara Kingdom,now
based in Vellore and Chandragiri. Gobburi Jagga Raya, brother of the previous ruler Venkata II’s favourite Queen
Obayamma claimed her putative son as the King and murdered Sriranga II along with his family in the Vellore Prison. Jagga
Raya was strongly challenged by Yachamanedu, the chief of Kalahasti who claimed the throne for Rama Deva, the rightful
heir whom he had smuggled out from the Vellore Prison.Jagga Raya sought help from the Gingee Nayak and Muttu Virappa
of Madurai to attack Yachamanedu and Rama Deva. Yachamanedu and Ramadeva sought support from Raghunatha, who
still treated the Vijaynagar as his authority.
Jagga Raya assembled a large army near Tiruchirappalli, the capital of Muttu Virappa comprising the armies of Gingee,
Chera, Madurai, and some Portuguese from the coast. Yachama led the forces of Vijayanagara and Kalahasti from Vellore
and was joined midway by Tanjore forces headed by Raghunatha.Yachama's army was further strengthened by nobles from
Karnataka and (according to some accounts) Dutch and Jaffna armies.

1969

Both the Armies met at the Toppur, at an open field on the northern banks of River Cauvery, between Tiruchirappalli and
Grand Anicut in late months of 1616. The huge assembly of forces on either side is estimated to be as many as a million
soldiers (according to Dr. Barradas in Sewell’s Book) and considered to be one of the biggest battles in southern India.
In the Battle Jagga Raya's troops could not withstand the aggression generated by the imperial forces. Yachama and
Raghunatha, the generals of the imperial camp led their forces with great discipline. Jagga Raya was slain by Yachama, and
his army broke the ranks and took flight. Yethiraja, the brother of Jagga Raya, had to run for his life. Muttu Virappa tried to
escape, he was pursued by Yachama's general Rao Dama Nayani who captured him near Tiruchirapalli. The Nayak of Gingee
in the encounter lost all his forts except Gingee Fort and the putative son of Venkata II, cause of all trouble was captured.
The Victory was celebrated by the imperial armies headed by Raghunatha and Yachamanedu, who planted pillars of Victory
and crowned Rama Deva as Rama Deva Raya, in early months of 1617. Rama Deva Raya was barely 15 years old when he
ascended the throne.
Vijaya Raghava Nayak (1634–1673), was the last of the Nayak Kings of Thanjavur. He was also called Mannaru Dasa; and like
the rest of his family, he built prakaras, gopurams, mandapams and tanks in the Mannargudi Rajagopalaswamy temple.
Vijayaraghava's long reign witnessed a large amount of literary output both in music and Telugu literature. Vijayaraghava’s
court had a number of poets and literary scholars. Vijayaraghava Nayak wrote more than thirty books in Telugu. His long
reign was sadly brought to an abrupt end by Chokkanatha Nayak of Madurai.

The end of the Thanjavur Nayak dynasty was brought on by Chokkanatha Nayak, the Nayak of Madurai. The dispute was
due to the refusal of Vijaya Ragava Nayak to give his daughter in marriage to Chokkanatha Nayak. Chokkantha determined
to fetch the maiden by force back into their capital, successfully stormed the Thanjavur palace in 1673 after flattening much
of the fort walls by cannons. But Chokkanatha Nayak was thwarted in his attempts by Vijaya Ragava Nayak, when he, in a
gruesome act of defiance, blew up his daughter and all the other ladies of the palace. He then charged at the attacking
army with his son and his body-guard. He was captured after a brief fight, and was beheaded by the Madurai General
Samukham Venkata Krishnappa Nayak.

1969

Chokkanatha placed his younger brother Alagiri Nayak on the throne of Thanjavur, but within a year the latter threw off his
allegiance, and Chokkanatha was forced to recognise the independence of Thanjavur. A son of Vijaya Raghava induced the
Bijapur Sultan to help him get back the Thanjavur throne. In 1675, the Sultan of Bijapur sent a force commanded by the
Maratha general Venkoji (alias Ekoji) to drive away the Madurai usurper. Venkaji defeated Alagiri with ease, and occupied
Thanjavur. He did not, however, place his protege on the throne as instructed by the Bijapur Sultan, but seized the kingdom
and made himself king. Thus ended the reign of Nayaks and the start of Maratha power in Thanjavur.

2014

Tiruchirappalli (formerly Trichinopoly in English), also called Trichy, is a major tier II city in the Indian
state of Tamil Nadu and the administrative headquarters of Tiruchirappalli District. Trichy is the
fourth largest city as well as the fourth largest urban agglomeration in the state. Located 322
kilometres south of Chennai and 374 kilometres north of Kanyakumari, Tiruchirappalli sits almost at
the geographic centre of the state. The Cauvery Delta begins 16 kilometres west of the city where
the Kaveri river splits into two, forming the island of Srirangam, which is now incorporated into the
Tiruchirappalli City Municipal Corporation. Occupying 167.23 square kilometres , the city was home
to 916,857 people in 2011.
Tiruchirappalli's recorded history begins in the 3rd century BC, when it was under the rule of the
Cholas. The city has also been ruled by the Mutharaiyars, Pandyas, Pallavas, Vijayanagar Empire,
Nayak Dynasty, the Carnatic state and the British. The most prominent historical monuments in
Tiruchirappalli include the Rockfort, the Ranganathaswamy temple at Srirangam and the
Jambukeswarar temple at Thiruvanaikaval. The archaeologically important town of Uraiyur, capital of
the Early Cholas, is now a suburb of Tiruchirappalli. The city played a critical role in the Carnatic Wars
(1746–1763) between the British and the French East India companies.

According to Hindu mythology, Tiruchirappalli derives its name from the three-headed demon
Trishira, who meditated on the Hindu god Shiva near the present-day city to obtain favours from the
god. An alternative derivation, not universally accepted, is that the source of the city's name is the
Sanskrit word "Trishirapuram"—Trishira, meaning "three-headed", and palli or puram meaning
"city".

2014

Telugu scholar C. P. Brown has proposed that Tiruchirappalli might be a derivative of the word
Chiruta-palli meaning "little town". Orientalists Henry Yule and Arthur Coke Burnell have speculated
that the name may derive from a rock inscription carved in the 16th century in which Tiruchirappalli
is written as Tiru-ssila-palli, meaning "holy-rock-town" in Tamil. Other scholars have suggested that
the name Tiruchirappalli is a rewording of Tiru-chinna-palli, meaning "holy little town". The Madras
Glossary gives the root as Tiruććināppalli or the "holy (tiru) village (palli) of the shina (Cissampelos
pareira) plant".
Historically, Tiruchirappalli was commonly referred to in English as "Trichinopoly". The shortened
forms "Trichy" or "Tiruchi" are used in common parlance and the full name Tiruchirapalli appears in
official use by government and quasi-government departments but seldom by the native people.

2014

Tiruchirappalli is one of the oldest inhabited cities in Tamil Nadu; its earliest settlements date back to
the second millennium BC. Uraiyur, the capital of the Early Cholas for 600 years from the 3rd century
BC onwards, is a suburb of present-day Tiruchirappalli. The city is referred to as Orthoura by the
historian Ptolemy in his 2nd-century work Geography. The world's oldest surviving dam, the Kallanai
(Lower Anaicut) about 18 kilometres from Uraiyur, was built across the Kaveri River by Karikala Chola
in the 2nd century AD.
The medieval history of Tiruchirappalli begins with the reign of the Pallava king Mahendravarman I,
who ruled over South India in the 6th century AD and constructed the rock-cut cave-temples within
the Rockfort. Following the downfall of the Pallavas in the 8th century, the city was conquered by the
Medieval Cholas, who ruled until the 13th century.

2014

After the decline of the Cholas, Tiruchirappalli was conquered by the Pandyas, who ruled from 1216
until their defeat in 1311 by Malik Kafur, the commander of Allauddin Khilji. The victorious armies of
the Delhi Sultanate are believed to have plundered and ravaged the region. The idol of the Hindu god
Ranganatha in the temple of Srirangam vanished at about this time and was not recovered and
reinstated for more than fifty years. Tiruchirappalli was ruled by the Delhi and Madurai sultanates
from 1311 to 1378, but by the middle of the 14th century the Madurai Sultanate had begun to fall
apart. Gradually, the Vijayanagar Empire established supremacy over the northern parts of the
kingdom, and Tiruchirappalli was taken by the Vijayanagar prince Kumara Kampanna Udaiyar in
1371.
The Vijayanagar Empire ruled the region from 1378 until the 1530s, and played a prominent role in
reviving Hinduism by reconstructing temples and monuments destroyed by the previous Muslim
rulers. Following the collapse of the Vijayanagar Empire in the early part of the 16th century, the
Madurai Nayak kingdom began to assert its independence. The city flourished during the reign of
Vishwanatha Nayak (c. 1529–1564), who is said to have protected the area by constructing the
Teppakulam and building walls around the Srirangam temple. His successor Kumara Krishnappa
Nayaka made Tiruchirappalli his capital, and it served as the capital of the Madurai Nayak kingdom
from 1616 to 1634 and from 1665 to 1736.

2014

In 1736 the last Madurai Nayak ruler, Meenakshi, committed suicide, and Tiruchirappalli was
conquered by Chanda Sahib. He ruled the kingdom from 1736 to 1741, when he was captured and
imprisoned by the Marathas in the siege of Tiruchirappalli (1741) led by general Raghuji Bhonsle
under the orders of Chhattrapati Shahu. Chanda Sahib remained prisoner for about eight years
before making his escape from the Maratha Empire. Tiruchirappalli was administered by the Maratha
general Murari Rao from 1741 to 1743, when it was acquired by the Nizam of Hyderabad, who bribed
Rao to hand over the city. Nizam appointed Khwaja Abdullah as the ruler and returned to Golkonda.
When the Nawab of the Carnatic Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah was dethroned by Chanda Sahib
after the Battle of Ambur (1749), the former fled to Tiruchirappalli, where he set up his base.

2014

The subsequent siege of Tiruchirappalli (1751–1752) by Chanda Sahib took place during the Second
Carnatic War between the British East India Company and Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah on one side
and Chanda Sahib and the French East India Company on the other. The British were victorious and
Wallajah was restored to the throne. During his reign he proposed renaming the city Natharnagar
after the Sufi saint Nathar Vali, who is thought to have lived there in the 12th century AD.
Tiruchirappalli was invaded by Nanjaraja Wodeyar in 1753 and Hyder Ali of the Mysore kingdom in
1780, both attacks repulsed by the troops of the British East India Company. A third invasion
attempt, by Tipu Sultan—son of Hyder Ali—in 1793, was also unsuccessful; he was pursued by British
forces led by William Medows, who thwarted the attack.
The Carnatic kingdom was annexed by the British in July 1801 as a consequence of the discovery of
collusion between Tipu Sultan—an enemy of the British—and Umdat Ul-Umra, son of Wallajah and
the Nawab at the time, during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War. Trichinopoly was incorporated into the
Madras Presidency the same year, and the district of Trichinopoly was formed, with the city of
Trichinopoly (or Tiruchirappalli) as its capital.
During the Company Raj and later the British Raj, Tiruchirappalli emerged as one of the most
important cities in India. According to the 1871 Indian census—the first in British India—
Tiruchirappalli had a population of 76,530, making it the second largest city in the presidency after
the capital of Madras. It was known throughout the British Empire for its unique variety of cheroot,
known as the Trichinopoly cigar. Tiruchirappalli was the first headquarters for the newly formed
South Indian Railway Company in 1874 until its relocation to Madras in the early 20th century.

2014

Tiruchirappalli played an active role during the pre-independence era; there were a number of strikes
and non-violent protests during the Quit India Movement, notably the South Indian Railway Strike
that took place in 1928. The city was the base for the Vedaranyam salt march initiated by C.
Rajagopalachari in parallel with the Dandi March in 1930. Tiruchirappalli was an epicentre of the antiHindi agitations of Tamil Nadu when a team of Tamil language supporters gathered and organized a
rally from the city to Madras in 1938. Later in 1965, Tiruchirappalli was made the base of the

"Madras state Anti-Hindi Conference" convened by C. Rajagopalachari. The population of
Tiruchirappalli continued to grow rapidly, achieving a growth rate of 36.9% during the period 1941–
51. After independence in 1947, Tiruchirappalli fell behind other cities such as Salem and Coimbatore
in terms of growth. Tiruchirappalli remained a part of Madras State, which was renamed Tamil Nadu
in 1969. The city underwent extensive economic development in the 1960s with the commissioning
of Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited. In the early 1980s, M. G. Ramachandran, then Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu drafted a plan to move the state's administrative headquarters to Tiruchirappalli. A
satellite town was developed near Navalpattu on the outskirts of the city, but the proposed move
was shelved by successive governments.

2014

Like much of Tamil Nadu, Tiruchirappalli remains prone to communal tensions based on religion and
ethnicity. There have been occasional outbreaks of violence against Sri Lankans. In 2009, the offices
of a Sri Lankan airline were attacked in the city. In September 2012, two groups of Sri Lankan pilgrims
who had visited the Basilica of Our Lady of Good Health in Velankanni and the Poondi Madha Basilica
had their buses attacked in Tiruchirappalli by a group of Tamil activists. Owing to a series of terrorist
attacks in Indian cities since 2000, security has been increased at sites such as Sri Ranganathaswamy
Temple.
Most of the temples, including the Rockfort temples, the Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam,
the Jambukeswarar Temple at Thiruvanaikkaval, the Samayapuram Mariamman Temple, the
Erumbeeswarar Temple, Gneeliwaneswarar Temple at Thiruppaingneeli and the temples in Urayur,
are built in the Dravidian style of architecture; the Ranganathaswamy Temple and Jambukeswarar
Temple are often counted among the best examples of this style. The rock-cut cave temples of the
Rockfort, along with the gateway and the Erumbeeswarar Temple, are listed as monuments of
national importance by the Archaeological Survey of India.

2014

Considered one of the symbols of Tiruchirappalli, the Rockfort is a fortress which stands atop a 273foot-high rock. It consists of a set of monolithic rocks accommodating many rock-cut cave temples.
Originally built by the Pallavas, it was later reconstructed by the Madurai Nayaks and Vijayanagara

rulers. The temple complex has three shrines, two of which are dedicated to Lord Ganesha, one at
the foot and the Ucchi Pillayar Temple at the top, and the Thayumanavar Temple between them. The
Thayumanavar temple, the largest of the three, houses a shrine for Pārvatī as well as the main deity.
As per a legend, Vayu Bhaghvan and Adiseshan had a dispute to find out who is superior, to prove
the superiority adiseshan encircled the Kailasam, Vayu tried to remove this encircle by creating
santamarutham (Twister). Because of the santamarutham, eight kodumudigal (parts) fell from
kailasam into eight different places which are Thirugonamalai (Trincomalee, Sri Lanka),
Thirukalahasti, Thiruchiramalai (Rock fort), Thiruenkoimalai, Rajathagiri, Neerthagiri, Ratnagiri, and
Swethagiri Thirupangeeli.

2014

The Rockfort is visible from almost every part of the city's north. The Teppakulam at the foot of the
Rockfort is surrounded by bazaars. It has a mandapa at its centre.
The Ranganathaswamy Temple, dedicated to the Hindu god Vishnu, is located on the island of
Srirangam. Often cited as the largest functioning Hindu temple in the world, it has a perimeter of
4,116 metres and occupies 630,000 m2. Considered to be among the 108 Divya Desams (Holy shrines
of Lord Vishnu), the temple is believed to house the mortal remains of the Vaishnavite saint and
philosopher Ramanujacharya. Originally built by the Cholas, the temple was later renovated by the
Pandyas, the Hoysalas, the Madurai Nayaks and the Vijayanagar empire between the 9th and 16th
centuries AD. There are 21 gopurams (towers), of which the Rajagopuram is 72 m. According to the
Limca Book of Records, it was the tallest temple tower in the world until 1999.
The Jambukeswarar Temple at Thiruvanaikkaval and the Erumbeeswarar Temple at Thiruverumbur
were built in the rule of the Medieval Cholas. The Jambukeswarar Temple is one of the Pancha
Bhoota Stalams dedicated to Lord Shiva; it is the fifth largest temple complex in Tamil Nadu. The
city's main mosque is the Nadir Shah Mosque or Nathar Shah mosque, which encloses the tomb of
the 10th century Muslim saint Nadir Shah. The Christ Church constructed by the German Protestant
missionary Christian Friedrich Schwarz in 1766 and the Our Lady of Lourdes Church are noted
examples of Gothic Revival architecture in the city.
The Chokkanatha Nayak Palace, which houses the Rani Mangammal Mahal, was built by the Madurai
Nayaks in the 17th century; it has now been converted into a museum. The Nawab's palace, the
Railway Heritage Centre, the Upper Anaicut constructed by Sir Arthur Cotton, and the world's oldest
functional dam, the Grand Anaicut, are some of the other important structures in Tiruchirappalli.
Kumbakonam, also spelt as Coombaconum or Combaconum in the records of British India, is a town
and a special grade municipality in the Thanjavur district. Kumbakonam is known as a "temple town"
due to the prevalence of a number of temples here and is noted for its Mahamaham festival which
attracts people from all over the country.
Kumbakonam dates back to the Sangam period and was ruled by the Early Cholas, Pallavas, Medieval
Cholas, Later Cholas, Pandyas, the Vijayanagar Empire, Madurai Nayaks, Thanjavur Nayaks and the
Thanjavur Marathas. It rose to be a prominent city between the 7th and 9th centuries AD, when it

served as a capital of the Medieval Cholas. The town reached the zenith of its prosperity during the
British Raj when it was a prominent centre of European education and Hindu culture; and it acquired
the cultural name, the "Cambridge of South India".

General view from the north looking across the Mahamakam Tank towards temples on the farther side, Kumbakonam – 1892 / View from
the back of the Sarangapani Temple looking towards the Kumbheshvara Temple, Kumbakonam – 1892 / Later Chola Temples - Kulottunga I
to Rajendra III (AD 1070 - 1280)

The name "Kumbakonam", roughly translated in English as the "Pot's Corner", is believed to be an
allusion to the mythical pot (kumbha) of the Hindu god Brahma that contained the seed of all living
beings on earth. The kumbha is believed to have been displaced by a pralaya (dissolution of the
universe) and ultimately came to rest at the spot where the town of Kumbakonam now stands. This
event is now commemorated in the Mahamaham festival held every 12 years. Kumbakonam is also
known as Baskarashetram and Kumbam from time immemorial and as Kudanthai in ancient times.
Kumbakonam is also spelt as Coombaconum in the records of British India. Kumbakonam was also
formerly known by the Tamil name of Kudamukku. Kumbakonam is also identified with the Sangam
age settlement of Kudavayil.

Porch of Temple of Sri Rama, Combaconum – 1847
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Cow Adoring a Shivalinga, Tamil Nadu, circa 800

The region around Kumbakonam was inhabited as early as the Sangam Age (3rd century BC to 3rd
century AD). The present-day Kumbakonam is believed to be the site of the ancient town of
Kudavayil where the Early Chola king Karikala held his court. Some scholars identify Kumbakonam as
the site of the fabled prison of Kudavayir-kottam where the Chera king Kanaikkal Irumporai was
imprisoned by the Early Chola king Kocengannan. Kumbakonam is identified with the town of
Malaikūrram which had served as the Chola capital as early as the 7th century and with the town of
Solamaligai which had also served as a Chola capital. According to the Sinnamanur plates,
Kumbakonam was the site of a battle between the Pallava king Sri Vallabha and the then Pandya king
in 859 and between the Pandya king Srimara Pandya and a confederacy of the Cholas and Gangas.
Kumbakonam came into the limelight during the rule of the Medieval Cholas who ruled from the 9th
century to the 12th century. The town of Pazhaiyaarai, 8 km from Kumbakonam was the capital of
the Chola Empire in the 9th century.
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Nandi, The Great Bull at Tanjore – 1798

Following the decline of the Chola kingdom, Kumbakonam was conquered by the Pandyas in 1290.
Following the demise of the Pandya kingdom in the 14th century, Kumbakonam was conquered by
the Vijayanagar Empire. Krishnadevaraya (1509–29), the emperor of Vijayanagara visited the town in
1524 and is believed to have bathed in the famous Mahamaham tank during the Mahamaham
festival. Kumbakonam was ruled by the Madurai Nayaks and the Thanjavur Nayaks from 1535 to
1673 when it fell to the Marathas. Each of these foreign dynasties had a considerable impact on the
demographics and culture of the region. When the Vijayanagar Empire fell in 1565, there was a mass
influx of poets, musicians and cultural artists from the kingdom.
According to the chronicles of the Hindu monastic institution, the Kanchi matha, the matha was
temporarily transferred to Kumbakonam in the 1780s following an invasion of Kanchipuram by Hyder
Ali of Mysore. When Tipu Sultan invaded the east coast of South India in 1784, Kumbakonam bore
the brunt of his invasion. The produce fell sharply and the economy collapsed. Kumbakonam did not
recover from the calamity till the beginning of the 19th century.

Kumbakonam was eventually ceded to the British East India Company in 1799 by the Thanjavur
Maratha ruler Serfoji II (1777 -1832) and reached the zenith of its prosperity in the late 19th and
early 20th century when it emerged as an important center of Brahminism, Hindu religion and
European education in the Madras Presidency. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 fostered trade
contacts with the United Kingdom. In 1877, railway lines were completed linking Kumbakonam with
the ports of Madras, Tuticorin and Nagapattinam. The Tanjore district court was established in
Kumbakonam in 1806 and functioned from 1806 to 1863.
Kumbakonam is known for its temples and mathas (monasteries). There are around 188 Hindu
temples within the municipal limits of Kumbakonam. Apart from these, there several thousand
temples around the town thereby giving the town the sobriquets "Temple Town" and "City of
temples".
Adi Kumbeswarar Temple is considered to be the oldest Shaiva (the sect of the god Shiva) shrine in
the town, believed to be constructed by the Cholas in the 7th century. The Nageswaraswamy Temple

has a separate shrine for the Sun god Surya who is believed to have worshipped Shiva at this place.
Adi Kumbeswarar temple, Nageswaraswamy temple and Kasi Viswanathar temple are Shiva temples
in the town revered in the Tevaram, a Tamil Shaiva canonical work of the 7th–8th century.
Kumbakonam has one of the few temples dedicated to the god Brahma.

Sarangapani temple is the largest Vaishnava (the sect of the god Vishnu) shrine present in
Kumbakonam. The present structure of the temple having a twelve storey high tower was
constructed by Nayak kings in the 15th century. It is one of the "Divya Desams", the 108 temples of
Vishnu revered by the 12 Alvar saint-poets. The Ramaswamy temple, which has scenes from the
Hindu epic Ramayana depicted on its walls, was constructed by Govinda Dikshitar, the minister of
successive Nayak rulers, Achuthappa Nayak (1560–1614) and Raghunatha Nayak (1600–34). He
added a commercial corridor between the temple and the older Chakrapani temple, which in modern
times is called Chinna Kadai Veethi, a commercial street in the town. Pilgrims from all parts of India
take a holy dip once every 12 years during the Mahamaham festival in the Mahamaham tank. An
estimated 2 million pilgrims participated in the festival during the 2004 event. Govinda Dikshitar
constructed the sixteen mandapams (shrines) and stone steps around this tank.
Kumbakonam also has a number of mathas. The Sri Sankara matha of Kanchipuram was moved to
Kumbakonam during the reign of Pratap Singh (1739–63) and remained in Kumbakonam until the
1960s. There are also two Vellalar mathas in the nearby towns of Dharmapuram and Thiruppanandal
and a Raghavendra matha in Kumbakonam. There is also a branch of the Vaishnava Ahobila mutt in
Kumbakonam.
The Thenupuriswarar Temple at Patteeswaram, the Oppiliappan Kovil, the Swamimalai Murugan
temple and the Airavateswarar temple at Darasuram are located in the vicinity of Kumbakonam. The
Airavatesvara Temple built by Rajaraja Chola II (1146–73) during 12th century is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, along with the Brihadeeswara Temple at Thanjavur, the Gangaikondacholisvaram
Temple at Gangaikonda Cholapuram that are referred as the Great Living Chola Temples.

Madurai is one of the major cities in the Indian State of Tamil Nadu. It is the administrative
headquarters of Madurai District, the third largest city in Tamil Nadu and 25th most populated city in
India. Located on the banks of River Vaigai, Madurai has been a major settlement for two millennia
.
Madurai is closely associated with the Tamil language, and the third Tamil Sangam, a major
congregation of Tamil scholars said to have been held in the city. The recorded history of the city
goes back to the 3rd century BCE, being mentioned by Megasthenes, the Greek ambassador to the
Maurya empire, and Kautilya, a minister of the Mauryan emperor Chandragupta Maurya. Signs of
human settlements and Roman trade links dating back to 300BC are evident from excavations by
Archeological Survey of India in Manalur. The city is believed to be of significant antiquity and has
been ruled, at different times, by the Pandyas, Cholas, Madurai Sultanate, Vijayanagar Empire,
Madurai Nayaks, Carnatic kingdom, and the British East India Company British Raj.
Madurai is one of the many temple towns in the state which is named after the groves, clusters or
forests dominated by a particular variety of a tree or shrub and the same variety of tree or shrub
sheltering the presiding deity. The region is believed to have been covered with Kadamba forest and
hence called Kadambavanam. The city is referred by various names including "Madurai", "Koodal",
"Malligai Maanagar", "Naanmadakoodal" and "Thirualavai". The word Madurai may be derived from
Madhura (sweetness) arising out of the divine nectar showered on the city by the Hindu god Siva
from his matted hair. Another theory is that Madurai is the derivative of the word Marutham, which
refers to the type of landscape of the Sangam age. A town in the neighbouring Dindigul district is
called Vada Madurai (North Madurai) and another in Sivagangai district is called Manamadurai. The
different names by which the city has been referred to historically are listed in the 7th-century poem
Thiruvilayaadal puraanam written by Paranjothi Munivar.

Koodal means an assembly or congregation of scholarly people, referring to the three Tamil Sangams
held at Madurai. Naanmadakoodal, meaning the junction of four towers, refers to the four major
temples for which Madurai was known for. Tevaram, the 7th- or 8th-century Tamil compositions on
Shiva by the three prominent Nayanars (Saivites), namely Appar, Sundarar and
Thirugnanasambandar, address the city as Thirualavai. As per Iravatham Mahadevan, a 2nd-century
BCE Tamil-Brahmi inscription refers to the city as matiray, an Old Tamil word meaning a "walled city".
Madurai has been inhabited since at least the 3rd century BCE. Megasthenes may have visited
Madurai during the 3rd century BCE, with the city referred as "Methora" in his accounts. The view is
contested by some scholars who believe "Methora" refers to the north Indian city of Mathura, as it
was a large and established city in the Mauryan Empire. Madurai is also mentioned in Kautilya's
(370–283 BCE) Arthashastra. Sangam literature like Maturaikkāñci records the importance of
Madurai as a capital city of the Pandyan dynasty. Madurai is mentioned in the works of Roman
historians Pliny the Younger (61 – c. 112 CE), Ptolemy (c. 90 – c. CE 168), those of the Greek
geographer Strabo (64/63 BCE – c. 24 CE), and also in Periplus of the Erythraean Sea.

The Pandyan dynasty was an ancient Tamil dynasty of South India, one of the three Tamil dynasties, the other two being
the Chola and the Chera. The kings of the three dynasties were referred to as the Three Crowned Kings of Tamilakam.
The Early Pandyans ruled parts of Southern India from at least 4th century BCE. Pandyan rule ended in the first half of the
16th century CE. They initially ruled their country Pandya Nadu from Korkai, a seaport on the southernmost tip of the Indian
Peninsula, and in later times moved to Madurai. Pandyas had diplomatic relations as far as Rome. The country of the
Pandyans was described as Pandyas by Megasthenes, Pandi Mandala in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea and described as
Pandyan Mediterranea and Modura Regia Pandionis by Ptolemy.
The Pandyan empire was home to temples including Meenakshi Amman Temple in Madurai, and Nellaiappar Temple in
Tirunelveli. Jainism, Shaivism, and Vaishnavism flourished during the reign of the early Pandya kings, but after the revival of
the Pandya power by Kadungon, the Shaivite Nayanars and the Vaishnavite Alvars rose to prominence and the non-Hindu
sects declined. Strabo states that an Indian king called Pandion sent Augustus Caesar "presents and gifts of honour".
Traditionally, the legendary Sangams were held in Madurai under their patronage, and some of the Pandya Kings were
poets themselves. The early Pandyan Dynasty of the Sangam Literature faded into obscurity upon the invasion of the
Kalabhras. The dynasty revived under Kadungon in the early 6th century, pushed the Kalabhras out of the Tamil country and
ruled from Madurai. They again went into decline with the rise of the Cholas in the 9th century and were in constant
conflict with them. The Pandyas allied themselves with the Sinhalese and the Cheras in harassing the Chola empire until
they found an opportunity for reviving their fortunes during the late 13th century. The Later Pandyas (1216–1345) entered
their golden age under Maravarman Sundara Pandyan and Jatavarman Sundara Pandyan (c. 1251), who expanded the
empire into Telugu country, conquered Kalinga (Orissa) and invaded and conquered Sri Lanka. They also had extensive
trade links with the Southeast Asian maritime empires of Srivijaya and their successors. The Pandyas excelled in both trade
and literature. They controlled the pearl fisheries along the South Indian coast between Sri Lanka and India which produced
some of the finest pearls in the known ancient world.

During their history, the Pandyas were repeatedly in conflict with the Pallavas, Cholas, Hoysalas and finally the Muslim
invaders from the Delhi Sultanate. The Islamic invasion led to the end of Pandyan supremacy in South India and in 1323, the
Jaffna Kingdom of Sri Lanka declared its independence from the crumbling Pandyan Empire. The Pandyans lost their capital
city Madurai to Madurai Sultanate in 1335. However, they shifted their capital to Tenkasi and continued to rule the
Tirulnelveli, Tuticorin, Ramanad, Sivagangai regions. Meanwhile, Madurai sultanate was replaced by Nayaka governors of
Vijayanagara in 1378. In 1529 Nayaka governors declared independence and established Madurai Nayak dynasty.

The word Pandya is thought to be derived from the Tamil word "Pandu" meaning "old". Robert Caldwell derives the word
Pandya from Pāṇḍu, the father of the Pandavas from Mahabharata, whose descendants Pandyans claim.
Another theory suggests that in Sangam Tamil lexicon the word Pandya means old country in contrast with Chola meaning
new country, Chera meaning hill country and Pallava meaning branch in Sanskrit. The Chera, Chola and Pandya are the
traditional Dravidian siblings and together with the Pallavas are the major Kings that ruled ancient Tamilakam.
Historians have used several sources to identify the origins of the early Pandyan dynasty with the pre-Christian Era and also
to piece together the names of the Pandyan kings. The Pandyans were one of the longest ruling dynasty of Indian history.
Historian Gustav Solomon Oppert derives the Pandi word from the Tamil word "Pallandi " meaning "king of Pallas". The
name "Pandi' is a contraction of Pallandi which is a composite of two Tamil words "palla" and "andi". In Sangam Period,the
word Andi meaning " King or Ruler ".
According to Tamil legends, the three brothers Cheran, Cholan and Pandyan ruled in common at Korkai. While Pandyan
remained at home, his two brothers Cheran and Cholan after a separation founded their own kingdoms in north and west.

According to the Epic Mahabharatha the legendary Malayadhwaja Pandya, who sided with the Pandavas and took part in
the Kurukshetra War of the Mahabharata, is described as follows in Karna Parva
"Although knowing that the shafts (arrows) of the high souled son of Drona employed in shooting were really inexhaustible,
yet Pandya, that bull among men, cut them all into pieces".
Malayadhwaja Pandya and his queen Kanchanamala had one daughter Thataathagai alias Meenakshi who succeeded her
father and reigned the kingdom successfully. The Madurai Meenakshi Amman Temple was built after her. The city of
Madurai was built around this temple.

After the Sangam age, most of present-day Tamil Nadu, including Madurai, came under the rule of
the Kalabhra dynasty, which was ousted by the Pandyas around 590 CE. The Pandyas were outsted
from Madurai by the Chola dynasty during the early 9th century. The city remained under the control
of the Cholas until the early 13th century, when the second Pandyan empire was established with
Madurai as its capital. After the death of Kulasekara Pandian (1268–1308 CE), Madurai came under
the rule of the Delhi Sultanate. The Madurai Sultanate then seceded from Delhi and functioned as
an independent kingdom until its gradual annexation by the Vijayanagar Empire in 1378 CE. Madurai
became independent from Vijayanagar in 1559 CE under the Nayaks. Nayak rule ended in 1736 CE

and Madurai was repeatedly captured several times by Chanda Sahib (1740 – 1754 CE), Arcot Nawab
and Muhammed Yusuf Khan (1725 – 1764 CE) in the middle of 18th century.

The Kalabhra dynasty ruled over the entire ancient Tamil country between the 3rd and the 7th century in an era of South
Indian history called the Kalabhra interregnum. The Kalabhras, possibly Jain, displaced the kingdoms of the early Cholas,
early Pandyas and Chera dynasties by a revolt.
Information about the origin and reign of the Kalabhras is scarce. They left neither artefacts nor monuments, and the only
sources of information are scattered mentions in Sangam, Buddhist and Jain literature. The Kalabhras were defeated by the
joint efforts of the Pallavas, Pandyas and Chalukyas of Badami.
The origin and identity of the Kalabhras is uncertain. They are generally believed to have been hill tribes that rose out of
obscurity to become a power in South India. Their kings were likely followers of Buddhism and Jainism. Some of their coins
feature images such as a seated Jain monk, the Buddhist Bodhisattva Manjushri, or the Swastika symbol, with Prakrit
inscriptions in Brahmi script on the other side. Later specimens dating towards the 6th century employ both Prakrit and
Tamil in their inscriptions and feature images of Hindu gods and goddesses.

The history of Cholas of Uraiyur (Tiruchirappalli) is exceedingly obscure from 4th to the 9th century, chiefly owing to the
occupation of their country by the Kalabhras. Buddhadatta, the great writer in Pali, belonged to Uraiyur. He mentions his
contemporary, King Achyutavikranta of the Kalabharakula, as ruling over the Chola country from Kaveripumpattinam. He
was a Buddhist. Tamil literary tradition refers to an Achyuta who kept the Chera, Chola and Pandya rulers in captivity. On
the basis of the contemporaneity of Buddhadatta with Buddhaghosha, Achyuta may be assigned to the 5th century. Thus,
after the Sangam age, the Cholas were forced into obscurity by the Kalabhras, who disturbed the placid political conditions
of the Tamil country. The Kalabhras are mentioned in Cāḷukya, Pallava and Pāṇḍyan copper-plates, indicating Kalabhras
presence from the sixth to the eight century. These records suggest that the Kalabrha Dynasty was overcome and never
ruled in South India.
Kalabhras, by ruling the Tamil country, disturbed the prevailing order. The Velvikudi inscription from the third regnal year of
Pandya ruler Nedunjadaiyan (c. 765 – c. 815) say that Pandya ruler Mudukudumi Peruvaludi gave the village of Velvikudi as
Brahmadeya (gift to the Brahmins). They enjoyed it for a long time. Then a Kali king named Kalabhran took possession of
the extensive earth, driving away numberless great kings.
The period of Kalabhras was marked by the ascendancy of Buddhism, and probably also of Jainism. It was characterized by
considerable literary activity in Tamil. Most of the works grouped under the head, "The Eighteen Minor works" might have
been written during this period as also the Silappadhikaram, Manimegalai and other works. Many of the authors were
characterised as belonging to the "heretical" sects (meaning Buddhists and Jains). However, the great Tamil lexicographer
Vaiyapuri Pillai had ascribed later dates to many of these works. This theory would undermine the link between the
Kalabhras and the "Eighteen Minor works".

It is known that the Kalabhras patronised Jainism and Buddhism. The late Kalabhras appear to have been Shaivite and
Vaishnavite. Scholar F. E. Hardy traced the palace ceremony to a Vishnu or Mayon temple to the rule of the Kalabhras. They
are known for patronising the Hindu god, Skanda or Subramanya. They imprinted his image on their 5th-century coins,
especially those of the Kaveripumpattinam rulers. King Achyuta worshipped Vaishnava Tirumal.
The rule of the Kalabhras of South India was ended by the counter-invasions of Pandyas, Chalukyas and Pallavas. There are
other references to the Kalabhras in Pallava and Chalukya inscriptions. They were conquered by Pallava, Simhavishnu and
Pandya, Kadungon.

In 1801, Madurai came under the direct control of the British East India Company and was annexed
to the Madras Presidency. In 1837, the fortifications around the temple were demolished by the
British. The moat was drained and the debris was used to construct new streets – Veli, Marat and
Perumaal Mesthiri streets.
It was in Madurai, in 1921, that Mahatma Gandhi, pre-eminent leader of Indian nationalism in
British-ruled India, first adopted the loin cloth as his mode of dress after seeing agricultural labourers
wearing it. Leaders of the independence movement in Madurai included N.M.R. Subbaraman,
Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar and Mohammad Ismail Sahib. The Temple Entry Authorization and
Indemnity Act passed by the government of Madras Presidency under C. Rajagopalachari in 1939
removed restrictions prohibiting Shanars and Dalits from entering Hindu temples. The temple entry
movement was first led in Madurai Meenakshi temple by independence activist A. Vaidyanatha Iyer
in 1939.

Madurai is built around the Meenakshi Amman Temple, which acted as the geographic and ritual
centre of the ancient city of Madurai. The city is divided into a number of concentric quadrangular
streets around the temple. Vishwanatha Nayak (1529–64 CE), the first Madurai Nayak king,
redesigned the city in accordance with the principles laid out by Shilpa Shastras (Sanskrit: śilpa śāstra,
also anglicised as silpa sastra meaning rules of architecture) related to urban planning. These squares
retain their traditional names of Aadi, Chittirai, Avani-moola and Masi streets, corresponding to the
Tamil month names and also to the festivals associated. The temple prakarams (outer precincts of a
temple) and streets accommodate an elaborate festival calendar in which dramatic processions
circumambulate the shrines at varying distances from the centre.

Processional scene with Amar Singh, ruler of Tanjore and Sarabhoji. ca. 1797

The temple chariots used in processions are progressively larger in size based on the size of the
concentric streets. Ancient Tamil classics record the temple as the centre of the city and the
surrounding streets appearing liken a lotus and its petals. The city's axes were aligned with the four
quarters of the compass, and the four gateways of the temple provided access to it. The wealthy and
higher echelons of the society were placed in streets close to the temple, while the poorest were
placed in the fringe streets. With the advent of British rule during the 19th century, Madurai became
the headquarters of a large colonial political complex and an industrial town; with urbanisation, the
social hierarchical classes became unified.
Meenakshi Amman Temple is a historic Hindu temple located on the south side of the Vaigai River in
Madurai and is one of the most prominent landmarks of the city. It is dedicated to Meenakshi and
her consort, Sundareswarar. The complex houses 14 gopurams (gateway towers) ranging from 45–50
metres in height, the tallest being the southern tower, 51.9 metres high. There are also two golden
sculptured vimana (shrines) over the sanctum of the main deities. The temple is a significant symbol
for Tamils and has been mentioned since antiquity in Tamil literature, though the present structure
was built between 1623 and 1655 CE. The temple attracts on average 15,000 visitors a day, which
grows to around 25,000 on Fridays. There are an estimated 33,000 sculptures in the temple, and it
was in the list of top 30 nominees for the "New7Wonders of the World".

Koodal Azhagar Temple is a Vishnu temple located in the city. It has idols of the Navagraha (nine
planet deities), which are otherwise found only in Shiva temples.
Alagar Koyil is a celebrated Vishnu temple 21 kilometres northeast of Madurai situated on the
foothills of Solaimalai. The deity, Kallazhagar, is believed to be the brother of Meenakshi, the
presiding deity at the Meenakshi temple. The festival calendars of these two temples overlap during
the Meenakshi Thirukalyanam festival.

Tirupparankunram is a hill 8 kilometres away from Madurai where the Hindu god Murugan is said to
have married Deivanai. The temple is the first among the Six Abodes of Murugan and is one of the
most visited tourist spots in Madurai, next only to the Meenakshi Amman Temple. The temple has a
wide range of Hindu gods carved on the walls.

/ / painting of Shri Ranganatha and fifteen alvar (south Indian poet saints) and acharyas (religious teachers). In the upper portion of the
page is the innermost sanctuary of the Shri Ranganathasvami temple on Srirangam Island. The god reclines on the coils of the serpent
Shesha.

Kazimar Big Mosque is the oldest Islamic place of worship in the city. It was constructed under the
supervision of Kazi Syed Tajuddin, who is a descendant of Islamic Prophet Muhammad. Madurai
Maqbara the grave of Meer Ahmad Ibrahim Periya Hazrat, Meer Amjad Ibrahim Chinna Hazrat and
Syed Abdus Salam Ibrahim Saalim Hazrat is located inside the mosque.
Kazi Syed Tajuddin came from Oman and received the piece of land as a gift from the Pandyan ruler
Kulasekara Pandyan I, during the 13th century for the construction of the mosque. Since its inception
till today the mosque is being managed by descendants of Kazi Syed Tajuddin and traditionally the
Kazis of Madurai city to the Govt. of Tamil Nadu are appointed from the descendants family.
Goripalayam Mosque is located in Gorippalayam, the name of which is derived from the Persian
word gor ("grave") and the graves of erstwhile Sultanate rulers Alauddin, Shamsuddeen and
Habibuddin are found here.
Tirupparankunram Dargah is located at the top of the Thiruparankundram hill where the cemetery of
Sultan Sikandhar Badushah the then ruler of Jeddah and Madurai who travelled to India along with
Sulthan Syed Ibrahim Shaheed of Ervadi during 12th century is located. St. Mary's Cathedral is the
seat of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Madurai.

The metal image of Vishnu as Ranganatha carried in procession at the great temple at Srirangam. The devotees carry an image of the god
as a warrior on horseback. The elephant at the front of the procession carries a banner with an image of Garuda, the bird mount of the god
Vi??u. Amongst the devotees there are musicians and dancers who perform for the deity. / Nautch party; a dancing girl followed by six
male musicians and three other members of the party. The men are playing hand cymbals, a violin, a flute, a meridanga and a bag pipe. The
dancing girl and musicians are dressed mainly in white.

Tamil Nadu, Tamil Country, formerly Madras State Its capital and largest city is Chennai (formerly
known as Madras). It is bounded by the Eastern Ghats on the north, by the Nilgiri Mountains, the
Meghamalai Hills, and Kerala on the west, by the Bay of Bengal in the east, by the Gulf of Mannar
and the Palk Strait on the southeast, and by the Indian Ocean on the south. The state shares a
maritime border with the nation of Sri Lanka.

Archaeological evidence points to this area being one of the longest continuous habitations in the
Indian peninsula. In Attirampakkam, archaeologists from the Sharma Centre for Heritage Education
excavated ancient stone tools which suggests that a humanlike population existed in the Tamil Nadu
region somewhere around 300,000 years before homo sapiens arrived from Africa. In Adichanallur,
24 km from Tirunelveli, archaeologists from the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) unearthed 169
clay urns containing human skulls, skeletons, bones, husks, grains of rice, charred rice and celts of the
Neolithic period, 3,800 years ago. The ASI archaeologists have proposed that the script used at that
site is "very rudimentary" Tamil Brahmi. Adichanallur has been announced as an archaeological site
for further excavation and studies. About 60 per cent of the total epigraphical inscriptions found by
the ASI in India are from Tamil Nadu, and most of these are in the Tamil language.

A Neolithic stone celt (a hand-held axe) with the Indus script on it was discovered at SembianKandiyur near Mayiladuthurai in Tamil Nadu. According to epigraphist Iravatham Mahadevan, this
was the first datable artefact bearing the Indus script to be found in Tamil Nadu. According to
Mahadevan, the find was evidence of the use of the Harappan language, and therefore that the
"Neolithic people of the Tamil country spoke a Harappan language". The date of the celt was
estimated at between 1500 BCE and 2000 BCE.
The early history of the people and rulers of Tamil Nadu is a topic in Tamil literary sources known as
Sangam literature. Numismatic, archaeological and literary sources corroborate that the Sangam
period lasted for about six centuries, from 300 BC to AD 300. The recent excavations in Alagankulam
archaeological site suggests that Alagankulam is one of the important trade centre or port city in
Sangam Era.
The Bhakti movement originated in Tamil speaking region of South India and spread northwards
through India. The Bhakti Movement was a rapid growth of bhakti beginning in this region with the
Saiva Nayanars (4th–10th centuries) and the Vaisnava Alvars who spread bhakti poetry and devotion.
The Alwars and Nayanmars were instrumental in propagating the Bhakti tradition.

During the 4th to 8th centuries, Tamil Nadu saw the rise of the Pallava dynasty under
Mahendravarman I and his son Mamalla Narasimhavarman I. The Pallavas ruled parts of South India
with Kanchipuram as their capital. Tamil architecture reached its peak during Pallava rule.
Much later, the Pallavas were replaced by the Chola dynasty as the dominant kingdom in the 9th
century and they in turn were replaced by the Pandyan Dynasty in the 13th century. The Pandyan
capital Madurai was in the deep south away from the coast. They had extensive trade links with the
south east Asian maritime empires of Srivijaya and their successors, as well as contacts, even formal
diplomatic contacts, reaching as far as the Roman Empire. During the 13th century, Marco Polo
mentioned the Pandyas as the richest empire in existence. Temples such as the Meenakshi Amman
Temple at Madurai and Nellaiappar Temple at Tirunelveli are the best examples of Pandyan temple
architecture. The Pandyas excelled in both trade and literature. They controlled the pearl fisheries
along the south coast of India, between Sri Lanka and India, which produced some of the finest
pearls in the known ancient world.

During the 9th century, the Chola dynasty was once again revived by Vijayalaya Chola, who
established Thanjavur as Chola's new capital by conquering central Tamil Nadu from Mutharaiyar and
the Pandya king Varagunavarman II. Aditya I and his son Parantaka I expanded the kingdom to the
northern parts of Tamil Nadu by defeating the last Pallava king, Aparajitavarman. Parantaka Chola II
expanded the Chola empire into what is now interior Andhra Pradesh and coastal Karnataka, while
under the great Rajaraja Chola and his son Rajendra Chola, the Cholas rose to a notable power in
south east Asia. Now the Chola Empire stretched as far as Bengal and Sri Lanka. At its peak, the
empire spanned almost 3,600,000 km2 . Rajaraja Chola conquered all of peninsular south India and
parts of Sri Lanka. Rajendra Chola's navy went even further, occupying coasts from Burma (now ) to
Vietnam, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Sumatra, Java, Malaya, Philippines in
South East Asia and Pegu islands. He defeated Mahipala, the king of Bengal, and to commemorate his
victory he built a new capital and named it Gangaikonda Cholapuram.
The Cholas were prolific temple builders right from the times of the first medieval king Vijayalaya
Chola. These are the earliest specimen of Dravidian temples under the Cholas. His son Aditya I built

several temples around the Kanchi and Kumbakonam regions. The Cholas went on to becoming a
great power and built some of the most imposing religious structures in their lifetime and they also
renovated temples and buildings of the Pallavas, acknowledging their common socio-religious and
cultural heritage. The celebrated Nataraja temple at Chidambaram and the Sri Ranganathaswami
Temple at Srirangam held special significance for the Cholas which have been mentioned in their
inscriptions as their tutelary deities. Rajaraja Chola I and his son Rajendra Chola built temples such as
the Brihadeshvara Temple of Thanjavur and Brihadeshvara Temple of Gangaikonda Cholapuram, the
Airavatesvara Temple of Darasuram and the Sarabeswara (Shiva) Temple, also called the
Kampahareswarar Temple at Thirubhuvanam, the last two temples being located near Kumbakonam.

The Muslim invasions of southern India triggered the establishment of the Hindu Vijayanagara
Empire with Vijayanagara in modern Karnataka as its capital. The Vijayanagara empire eventually
conquered the entire Tamil country by c. 1370 and ruled for almost two centuries until its defeat in
the Battle of Talikota in 1565 by a confederacy of Deccan sultanates. Subsequently, as the
Vijayanagara Empire went into decline after the mid-16th century, many local rulers, called Nayaks,
succeeded in gaining the trappings of independence. This eventually resulted in the further
weakening of the empire; many Nayaks declared themselves independent, among whom the Nayaks
of Madurai and Tanjore were the first to declare their independence, despite initially maintaining
loose links with the Vijayanagara kingdom. The Nayaks of Madurai and Nayaks of Thanjavur were the
most prominent of Nayaks in the 17th century. They reconstructed some of the well-known temples
in Tamil Nadu such as the Meenakshi Temple.

Vaishnavite procession with devotees carrying a litter with an image of Vishnu on Garuda. Among the crowd in the foreground are
musicians, ascetics and villagers. (1830)

By the early 18th century, the political scene in Tamil Nadu saw a major change-over and was under
the control of many minor rulers aspiring to be independent. The fall of the Vijayanagara empire and
the Chandragiri Nayakas gave the sultanate of Golconda a chance to expand into the Tamil heartland.
When the sultanate was incorporated into the Mughal Empire in 1688, the northern part of currentday Tamil Nadu was administrated by the nawab of the Carnatic, who had his seat in Arcot from 1715
onward. Meanwhile, to the south, the fall of the Thanjavur Nayaks led to a short-lived Thanjavur
Maratha kingdom. The fall of the Madurai Nayaks brought up many small Nayakars of southern Tamil

Nadu, who ruled small parcels of land called palayams. The chieftains of these Palayams were known
as Palaiyakkarar (or 'polygar' as called by British) and were ruling under the nawabs of the Carnatic.

A French officer leaning against a table, a dobashi holding his tricorne hat; a pet dog in the foreground. Madras - ca. 1785 /

Europeans started to establish trade centres during the 17th century in the eastern coastal regions.
Around 1609, the Dutch established a settlement in Pulicat, while the Danes had their establishment
in Tharangambadi also known as Tranquebar. In 1639, the British, under the East India Company,
established a settlement further south of Pulicat, in present-day Chennai. British constructed Fort St.
George and established a trading post at Madras. The office of mayoralty of Madras was established
in 1688. The French established trading posts at Pondichéry by 1693. The British and French were
competing to expand the trade in the northern parts of Tamil Nadu which also witnessed many
battles like Battle of Wandiwash as part of the Seven Years' War. British reduced the French
dominions in India to Puducherry. Nawabs of the Carnatic bestowed tax revenue collection rights on
the East India Company for defeating the Kingdom of Mysore. Muhammad Ali Khan Wallajah
surrendered much of his territory to the East India Company which firmly established the British in
the northern parts. In 1762, a tripartite treaty was signed between Thanjavur Maratha, Carnatic and
the British by which Thanjavur became a vassal of the Nawab of the Carnatic which eventually ceded
to British.

In the south, Nawabs granted taxation rights to the British which led to conflicts between British and
the Palaiyakkarar, which resulted in series of wars called Polygar war to establish independent states
by the aspiring Palaiyakkarar. Puli Thevar was one of the earliest opponents of the British rule in
South India. Thevar's prominent exploits were his confrontations with Marudhanayagam, who later
rebelled against the British in the late 1750s and early 1760s. Rani Velu Nachiyar, was the first
woman freedom fighter of India and Queen of Sivagangai. She was drawn to war after her husband
Muthu Vaduganatha Thevar (1750–1772), King of Sivaganga was murdered at Kalayar Kovil temple by
British. Before her death, Queen Velu Nachi granted powers to the Maruthu brothers to rule
Sivaganga. Kattabomman (1760–1799), Palaiyakkara chief of Panchalakurichi who fought the British
in the First Polygar War. He was captured by the British at the end of the war and hanged near
Kayattar in 1799. Veeran Sundaralingam (1700–1800) was the General of Kattabomman Nayakan's

palayam, who died in the process of blowing up a British ammunition dump in 1799 which killed
more than 150 British soldiers to save Kattapomman Palace. Oomaithurai, younger brother of
Kattabomman, took asylum under the Maruthu brothers, Periya Marudhu and Chinna Marudhu and
raised an army. They formed a coalition with Dheeran Chinnamalai and Kerala Varma Pazhassi Raja
which fought the British in Second Polygar Wars. Dheeran Chinnamalai (1756–1805), Polygar
chieftain of Kongu and feudatory of Tipu Sultan who fought the British in the Second Polygar War.
After winning the Polygar wars in 1801, the East India Company consolidated most of southern India
into the Madras Presidency.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the British firmly established governance over entirety of Tamil
Nadu. The Vellore mutiny on 10 July 1806 was the first instance of a large-scale mutiny by Indian
sepoys against the British East India Company, predating the Indian Rebellion of 1857 by half a
century. The revolt, which took place in Vellore, was brief, lasting one full day, but brutal as
mutineers broke into the Vellore fort and killed or wounded 200 British troops, before they were
subdued by reinforcements from nearby Arcot. The British crown took over the control governance
from the Company and the remainder of the 19th century did not witness any native resistance until
the beginning of 20th century Indian Independence movements. During the administration of
Governor George Harris(1854–1859) measures were taken to improve education and increase
representation of Indians in the administration. Legislative powers given to the Governor's council
under the Indian Councils Act 1861 and 1909 Minto-Morley Reforms eventually led to the
establishment of the Madras Legislative Council. Failure of the summer monsoons and administrative
shortcomings of the Ryotwari system resulted in two severe famines in the Madras Presidency, the
Great Famine of 1876–78 and the Indian famine of 1896–97. The famine led to migration of people
as bonded labours for British to various countries which eventually formed the present Tamil
diaspora.

When India became independent in 1947, Madras presidency became Madras state, comprising
present-day Tamil Nadu, coastal Andhra Pradesh up to Ganjam district in Odisha, South Canara
district Karnataka, and parts of Kerala. The state was subsequently split up along linguistic lines. In
1969, Madras State was renamed Tamil Nadu, meaning "Tamil country".

Airavatesvara Temple is a Hindu temple of Dravidian architecture located in the town of Darasuram,
near Kumbakonam in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu. This temple, built by Rajaraja Chola II in
the 12th century CE is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, along with the Brihadeeswara Temple at
Thanjavur, the Gangaikondacholisvaram Temple at Gangaikonda Cholapuram that are referred to as
the Great Living Chola Temples.
The Airavatesvarar temple is one among a cluster of eighteen medieval era large Hindu temples in
the Kumbakonam area. The temple is dedicated to Shiva. It also reverentially displays Vaishnavism
and Shaktism traditions of Hinduism, along with the legends associated with Nayanmars – the Bhakti
movement saints of Shaivism.
The stone temple incorporates a chariot structure, and includes major Vedic and Puranic deities such
as Indra, Agni, Varuna, Vayu, Brahma, Surya, Vishnu, Saptamtrikas, Durga, Saraswati, Sri devi
(Lakshmi), Ganga, Yamuna, Subrahmanya, Ganesha, Kama, Rati and others. Shiva's consort has a
dedicated shrine called the Periya Nayaki Amman temple. This is a detached temple situated to the
north of the Airavateshvarar temple. This might have been a part of the main temple when the outer
courts were complete. At present, parts of the temple such as the gopuram is in ruins, and the main
temple and associated shrines stand alone. It has two sun dials namely morning and evening sun
dials which can be seen as wheels of the chariot. The temple continues to attract large gatherings of
Hindu pilgrims every year during Magha, while some of the images such as those of Durga and Shiva
are part of special pujas.

Thanjavur’s Forge-Welded Iron Cannon

The Airavatesvara Shiva temple has a water tank. This tank has a connected channel that brings in
Cauveri River water where Hindus gather annually to take a dip. The local mythology narrates how
Airavata, or Indra's (malla) white elephant was restored with clean, white skin after he took a dip in
this tank. This legend is carved in stone in the inner shrine, and this Indra's elephant gives this temple
its name.
The Cholas built hundreds of Hindu temples across their empire. Of these four were vast complexes
with all stone vimanas. The Airavatesvara temple is one of these four. The other three are the

temples found in Thanjavur built by Rajaraja I, in Gangaikonda Cholapuram built by Rajendra I, and in
Tribuvanam by the later era Chola king Kulottunga II.
The Airavatesvara temple is another square plan structure completed in 1166 CE. The surviving inner
courtyard is almost six stacked squares of 35 metres side, measuring a total of about 107 metres by
70 metres. The Nandi mandapa and the stambha are found outside of this main temple courtyard
and they are aligned with the main temple's east-west axis.

Durbar Hall of Palace, Tanjore - 1885.

It is classified as Karakkoil, a temple fashioned after temple chariots which are taken in procession
around the temple during festivals. The temple sanctum is a 12-metre-sided square, have thick walls
on which the vimana superstructure rises to a height of 24 m. The circumambulatory path is not
provided immediately around the sanctum, as is found in the Thanjuvur big temple and the
Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple. Rather, this path is outside in the courtyard. The sanctum garbha
griya is connected to the mukha-mandapa through the ardha-mandapa supported on pillars and
flanked by two massive dvarapalas. The maha-mandapa is a rectangle of about 24 metres by 18
metres, with six rows of right pillars (forty-eight total). These have reliefs and intricate carvings.
Towards the east of the maha-mandapa is the agra-mandapa also called the Rajagambhiran-tirumandapam after the king. This hall is shaped like a chariot, provided with stone horses and wheels.
The design is similar to the Nritta-sabha (community dance hall) of the Chidambaram temple and the
Konark Sun Temple near Puri, Odisha.

A rishi, probably Vasishtha, sits on an asana. In his right hand he holds a flower and in his left is a basket filled with leaves and flower petals.
Opposite him, also standing on an asana, are Kamadhenu and her calf. The celestial cow has a woman’s face and hair, multicoloured wings,
the tail of a peacock and two cow’s tails. Her belly contains the ocean, here only summarily sketched. Her diminutive calf, an exact replica
of its mother, is shown underneath her belly. A tree, probably the wish-fulfilling kalpavriksha, stands between the sage and Kamadhenu.
On a small ledge behind the celestial cow, is placed a shankha (Tiru, 1830) / Madurai from the east with the Minakshi temple and palace,
c. 1783 / interior of the Throne Roon in the Palace of Tirumala Nayaka at Madurai, 1840, Tirumala Nayaka (r. 1623-59) was one of the most
important rulers of the Nayaka dynasty and was an ambitious builder; the Minakshi Sundareshvara Temple complex which dominates the
centre of the town dates to his reign. The Tirumala Nayaka Palace was built in 1636 and was intended to be one of the grandest palaces in
South India. Yet shortly after the palace was completed in 1659, Tirumalai's grandson Chokkanatha took the Nayaka throne. During
Chokkanatha's reign the capital was transferred to Tiruchirapalli and large parts of this palace were dismantled. The courtyard, entrance
gate, dance hall and main hall, seen here, are the only parts of the palace that are left extant from the original structure. The Celestial
Pavilion (Swarga Vilasa) was used as the throne-room and has an arcaded octagon covered by a dome 60-70 feet high.

The agra mandapa has an attached square porch of 7 metres side. It has ornately carved steps that
go from east to west. On its east, outside the main podium, is the bali-pitham. It is unusual, in that it
is produced as intricately carved balustraded steps. When one walks or steps on them, they produce
a musical note. They are therefore called the "singing steps".

Courtyard of the palace of Raja Tirumala Nayyak (1625-59), Madura. / The Svarga Vilasa (Celestial Pavilion) or Throne-room of the palace
of Tirumala Nayak (1623-59) at Madurai - 1850

This temple is a storehouse of art and architecture and has some exquisite stone carvings. Although
this temple is much smaller than the Brihadeesvara Temple or the Gangaikondacholapuram Temple,
it is more exquisite in detail. The elevation and proportions of all the units is elegant with sculptures
dominating the architecture. The pedestal of the Balipitha adjoins a small shrine which contains an
image of Ganesha.
The reliefs all along the base of the main temple narrate the stories of the sixty three Shaiva Bhakti
saints called Nayanars. These stories are found in the Periya Purana by Sekkilar.
Periya Nayaki, a smaller shrine
On the outer walls of the main sanctum are sculpture niches, five on each side, with the middle one
larger than others. They show various Hindu deities, with the middle one of each side showing Shiva
in different aspects.

In the south-west corner of the court is a mandapam having 4 shrines. One of these has an image of
Yama. Adjoining this shrine are large stone slabs sculptured with images of the sapthamathas (seven
celestial nymphs). The construction of a separate temple for Devi, slightly later than the main temple,
indicates the emergence of the Amman shrine as an essential component of the South Indian temple
complex.
There are various inscriptions in the temple. One of these records the renovation of the shrines by
Kulottunga Chola III. The north wall of the verandah consists of 108 sections of inscriptions, each
containing the name and description and image of the 63 Saivacharya (Saivite saints) listing the
principal events in their life. This reflects the deep roots of Saivism in this region. Other important
sculptures of the temple are the 108 Devara Othuvars who sung in the temple during the time of Raja

Raja II. There are sculptures for river goddesses like Cauvery, Ganges, Yamuna, Godavari and
Narmada. Another inscription close to the gopura, records that an image was brought from Kalyani,
then known as Kalyanapura by emperor Rajadhiraja Chola I after his defeat of the Western Chalukya
king Someshwara I, his sons Vikramaditya VI and Someshwara II his capture of the Chalukyan capital.

The inscriptions are also important in identifying the sculptures that once were a part of various
ruined monuments. For example, the eastern gopurum has niches with inscriptions that label the
sculpture therein. Most of these sculptures are now broken or missing. The inscriptions indicate that
it had the following sculptures
Northern face: Adi Chandesvara, Gangadevi, Tumburu Nardar, Vaisravana, Chandra, Maha Sata,
Nagaraja, Vayu
West: Devi, Rudrani, Vaishnavi, Brahmi, Varunani, Nandidevar, Periyadevar, Santyatita Sakti, Santa
devi, Vidya Sakti, Pratishta Sakti, Nivarti Sakti
Southern face: Daksha Prajapati, Yamuna devi, Rati, Kamadeva
East: Agni deva, Agastya, Sri devi, Durga devi, Devendran, Padma Nidhi, Surya, Subrahmanya,
Kshetrapala, Sarasvati, Visvakarma, Isana

The temple was built by king Rajaraja Chola II. He ruled the Chola Empire between 1146 and 1172 CE.
The established capital for his predecessors was Gangapuri, also referred in some inscriptions as
Gangaikonda Cholapuram, named after the holy north Indian Ganges River and goddess. Rajaraja II,
however, spent most of his time in the secondary capital city of Ayirattali, also called Palaiyarai and
Rajarajapuri. This urban complex included Darasuram, the site of Airavatesvara Temple. He was a
patron of Tamil literature and sponsored new Hindu temples in the empire, instead of enhancements
and expansions supported by his father and grandfather. The temple at Ayirattali, which came to be
known as Airavatesvarar temple in inscriptions is one of his legacy.
The Airavatesvara temple was much larger than it is now. It had sapta veedhis (seven streets) and
seven courts, similar to the Srirangam temple, according to the inscriptions. All are gone, except the
one court with the main temple that survives. There are ruins of gopuram and some structures at
some distance from the current visitor premises confirming that the site was badly damaged at some

point like the other major Chola era temples and various Chola cities including the capital
Gangaikonda Cholapuram.

Three Nayar Girls of Travancore – 1872 / Conconees or Cannereens. Are the descendents of the Brahmins, who came and settled here
from Goa and other parts of the country, they are chiefly Traders, sroffs, Goldsmiths &c. / St. Xavier began his apostolic labors at Goa,
which still preserved the memory of a celebrated prophecy, spoken by Peter of Covillan, of the Order of the Holy Trinity, in 1497, just
before he was killed with arrows by the Indians. "In a few years," said this holy man, "there will arise, in the Church of God, a new religious
Order which will bear the name of Jesus. One of the first priests of this holy Order will penetrate into the Indies, and convert to the true
faith most of its inhabitants, by expounding to them the Word of the Lord." This memorable prophecy was fulfilled by the arrival of St.
Xavier, and by the events which afterwards took place. A still more ancient prophecy of the arrival of St. Francis will be related on the 21 st
of this month, in the life of the holy Apostle St. Thomas.

The reasons for this destruction are unclear. According to Vasanthi, the Pandyas who defeated the
Cholas during the latter part of 13th century "may have raged the city [Gangaikonda Cholapuram] to
ground" to avenge their previous defeats. However, it is unclear why other temples were destroyed
and this temple was spared, as well as why there are around 20 inscriptions from later Cholas,
Pandyas and Vijayanagar Empire indicating various gifts and grants to this temple. An alternate
theory links the destruction to the raids, plunder and wars, particularly with the invasion of the
capital city and the territories that were earlier a part by the Chola Empire along with Madurai by the
armies of Delhi Sultanate led by the Muslim commander Malik Kafur in 1311, followed by Khusrau
Khan in 1314 and Muhammad bin Tughlaq in 1327. The period that followed saw wars between the
Hindu kings and the Muslim Sultans who seceded the Delhi Sultanate and carved out new polity such
as the nearby Madurai Sultanate (1335–1378). The Vijayanagara Empire defeated the Madurai
Sultanate in 1378 and this temple along with other Chola era temples thereafter came under Hindu
kings again who repaired and restored many of them.

The Life And Letters Of St. Francis Xavier

Periyar National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary (PNP) is a protected area near Thekkady in the districts
of Idukki, Kottayam and Pathanamthitta in Kerala, India. It is notable as an elephant reserve and a
tiger reserve. The protected area covers an area of 925 km2. 305 km2 of the core zone was declared
as the Periyar National Park in 1982. The park is a repository of rare, endemic and endangered flora
and fauna and forms the major watershed of two important rivers of Kerala, the Periyar and the
Pamba.

The park is often called the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary or Thekkady. It is located high in the
Cardamom Hills and Pandalam Hills of the south Western Ghats along the border with Tamil Nadu.

The first official action towards the conservation of wildlife and biodiversity in Kerala was taken in
1934 by the Maharaja of Travancore, Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma, by declaring the forests
around Periyar lake as a private game reserve to stop the encroachment of tea plantations. It was
founded as Nellikkampatty Game Reserve. It was consolidated as a wildlife sanctuary in 1950 after
the political integration of India.
Periyar National Park lies in the middle of a mountainous area of the Cardamom Hills. In the north
and the east it is bounded by mountain ridges of over 1,700 m altitude and toward the west it
expands into a 1,200 m high plateau. From this level the altitude drops steeply to the deepest point
of the reserve, the 100 meter valley of the Pamba River. The highest peak in the park is the 2,019 m
high Kottamala, the southernmost peak in India higher than 2,000 meters. The Periyar and Pamba
Rivers originate in the forests of the reserve. The other prominent peaks within the park are
Pachayarmala, Vellimala, Sunderamala, Chokkampetti mala and Karimala. The topography consists of
steep and rolling hills which are thickly wooded. The sanctuary surrounds Periyar Lake, a reservoir
measuring 26 km2 which was formed when the Mullaperiyar Dam was erected in 1895. The reservoir
and the Periyar River meander around the contours of the wooded hills, providing a permanent
source of water for the local wildlife.

about two thirds occurring during the southwest monsoon between June to September. Much of the
rest occurs during the northeast monsoon between October and December. Summers are warm with
some precipitation in April and winters are cold.
The Kingdom of Travancore was an Indian kingdom from 1500 until 1949. It was ruled by the Travancore Royal Family from
Padmanabhapuram, and later Thiruvananthapuram. At its zenith, the kingdom covered most of modern-day central and
southern Kerala with the Thachudaya Kaimal's enclave of Irinjalakuda Koodalmanikkam temple in the neighbouring
Kingdom of Cochin, as well as the district of Kanyakumari, now in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. The official flag of the
state was red with a dextrally-coiled silver conch shell (Turbinella pyrum) at its center. In the early 19th century, the
kingdom became a princely state of the British Empire. The Travancore Government took many progressive steps on the
socio-economic front and during the reign of Maharajah Sri Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma, Travancore became the
second most prosperous princely state in British India, with reputed achievements in education, political administration,
public work and social reforms.

Last King Of Travancore Sree Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma / Eustachius De Lannoy of the Dutch East India Company surrenders to
Maharaja Marthanda Varma of the Kingdom of Travancore after the Battle of Colachel. (Depiction at Padmanabhapuram Palace) / The
Maharaja of Travancore and his younger brother welcoming Richard Temple-Grenville, 3rd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, GovernorGeneral of Madras (1875-80), on his official visit to Trivandrum in 1880

Eustache Benoît (Eustachius Benedictus) de Lannoy (also spelled "Lennoy" and sometimes called 'Captain De Lannoy') (1
June 1777, Udayagiri Fort) was a Belgian (Southern Netherlands) naval commander of the Dutch East India Company, who
was sent by the company to help establish a trading post at Colachel, Southern India, but was defeated at the Battle of
Colachel by the Travancore army under Maharaja Marthanda Varma in 1741, and subsequently became a valiant and
successful commander of the same foreign army that had defeated him. His role as military commander of the Travancore
army was instrumental in the later military successes and exploits of Travancore under Marthanda Varma.
De Lannoy is the name of a noble family that takes its name from the French town of Lannoy, Nord. The name comes from
l'Annoy (or l'Annoit, from Latin alnetum) which means «the alderwood» in Picard French of Flanders.
In August 1741, de Lannoy arrived at the port of Colachel, near the southern tip of India, as commander of a naval fleet, sent
by the Dutch East India Company, or Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie (VOC), with the objective of capturing Travancore
from Marthanda Varma, the King who was not on friendly terms. It was the world's first Joint stock company and the largest
multinational company at the time. It was a very rich corporation and had its own naval-fleet to protect its trade and
maritime establishments.

Travancore Maharaja's State Carriage in Trivandrum / Shastha temple

The company was interested in acquiring and monopolizing the trade of pepper and other spices from the Malabar
kingdoms, which was sold by it in the European markets at exorbitant prices. Earlier negotiations with the Travancore
Government under the king Maharaja Marthanda Varma had proved futile, and it was thus decided to use military pressure
to subdue the king since Marthanda Varma was bent on annexing the Kingdoms to the north of his country. The Dutch
Governor of Ceylon had installed a Princess in a small northern kingdom called Elayidathu Swaroopam Kottarakkara against
the wishes of Marthanda Varma, in spite of a severe warning issued by him to Gustaaf Willem van Imhoff, the Dutch
Governor of Ceylon to look after their own affairs and not interfere in the affairs of that kingdom. An enraged Marthanda
Varma attacked and annexed the kingdom, whereas the Princess escaped to Cochin and lived there under the protection of
the Dutch. Van Imhoff wanted to teach Marthanda Varma a lesson. The Dutch were uneasy about the growing business and
political clout of the English company who had a trading post and fort at Anjengo in Travancore. They assessed the situation
and acted. It was with these intentions that a powerful Dutch naval force was dispatched from the nearest Dutch settlement
of Galle in Ceylon.
Once the Dutch army landed at Colachel they initially conquered the lands from Colachel to Kottar near Nagercoil including
the rich village of Eraniel, where the original palace of the Travancore Dynasty was situated. Their next aim was to proceed
to capture Kalkulam, the capital. But soon the Travancore forces arrived from the North under the direct command of
Marthanda Varma and his Minister and Commander of the army Ramayyan Dalawa. The two forces met at Colachel on 10
August 1741. Captain de Lannoy’s military contingent was superior in that, it had firearms and artillery and was better
equipped and trained, but was no match to the tactics and aggressiveness used by the Travancore forces at the Battle of

Colachel. Further the Dutch were helpless against the cavalry of Travancore. The local legends state that, in accordance to
the orders of the Maharajah, the local Christian fisherfolk who remained loyal to the Maharajah, had made cannon replicas,
diverting the attention of the Dutch. This battle is important as it marked the decline of Dutch influence in India. From then
onwards, the Dutch Company was confined to the role of a trading company. Prior to this defeat, the Dutch had been
interfering in all the domestic disputes of the local Royal houses and trying to amass power. They had their representatives
in almost all the kingdoms of Malabar as advisors to the rulers.

Captain de Lannoy and twenty-four other Dutch officers were taken prisoner, while the rest of the Dutchmen either
retreated to their ships or were killed. Donadi, de Lannoy’s lieutenant was also captured.
The Dutch prisoners expressed their willingness to serve the Maharaja of Travancore. De Lannoy was entrusted with the job
of training a Regiment of the army in European tactics of war and discipline. Captain de Lannoy performed this task to the
entire satisfaction of Marthanda Varma and the Maharaja appointed him as one of his Generals. Donadi also was given a
high military post.
De Lannoy organized the Travancore army on European lines, introduced gunpowder and firearms, hitherto not used in the
kingdom, and increased the regiments and improved defence fortifications. In the process, he earned the trust of the king,
who conferred many privileges on him. De Lannoy was a skilled military strategist, and together with the tactics of the
Dewan of Travancore, Ramayyan Dalawa, and statesmanship of the king Maharaja Marthanda Varma the combined skills
of the threesome proved very effective in the future military exploitations and annexations of the Northern kingdoms up to
Cochin over a period of time and in the defeat and annexation of Quilon, Kayankulam, Kottarakkara, Pandalam,
Ambalapuzha, Edappalli, Thekkumkoor and Vadakkumkoor with Travancore.

/

the Maharaja's Palace, Trivandrum – 1895

De Lannoy built the Nedumkotta, a line of fortifications in the North of the Kingdom, known as the Travancore Lines. This
fortification proved immensely useful in defending the kingdom against the attacks of Tipu Sultan and other marauders. It
was erased by Tipu Sultan in an act of revenge for having been defeated in his attempt to subdue Travancore in 1789. It had
a length of 40 km and extended from the sea near Vypeen Island to the Ghats. Just before returning to Mysore after his
failed attempt, he spent six days to demolish the Lines which he called 'the Contemptible Wall'. He had sworn to demolish it
earlier after his failed attempt to breach it on 28 December 1789, and lost 2000 soldiers in that single night, due to the
spirited defence by the Cadres, for the loss of just a few soldiers of Travancore.
Many other forts like the Vattakottai Fort facing the sea near Kanyakumari, the Savakkotta, and the Marunnu Kotta or
Ammunition fort, both being hill-forts near Padmanabhapuram, were built under de Lannoy’s supervision. Udayagiri Fort,
very close to the fortified capital of Padmanabhapuram, was a military training centre and barracks. Originally a mud-fort, it
was re-built as a stone fort as per the design of one Thykattu Namboothiri prior to the Battle of Colachel and de Lannoy who
was imprisoned there was later allowed to reside there with his family and a church was built for him inside, by the King. The
fort had a big foundry and different types of weapons including cannons and ammunition were manufactured there.

As a Christian, de Lannoy was prohibited from entering the king’s palace at Padmanabhapuram so he resided primarily at
Udayagiri Fort, or De Lannoy Kotta (de Lannoy’s Fort) as it is known locally, where he also built a small chapel for his family
and other Christians.
Gillion de l'Annoit
Titles
Lords of Leeuwerghem
Lords of Molembais
Lords of Maingoval
Barons of Aix
Barons of Clairvaux
Barons of Sombreffe
Counts of Lannoy
Counts of Beaurepaire
Counts of La Motterie
Princes of Sulmona
Prince of Rheina-Wolbecq

At some point of his military career, de Lannoy got well acquainted with Neelakanta Pillai, a Nair palace official, who after
learning of Christian traditions and beliefs through de Lannoy, converted to Christianity. As they both had influential roles
under the king, they got well acquainted. Neelankanta Pillai took the baptized name of Devasahayam Pillai. The Roman
Catholic church under Pope Benedict XVI made Devasahayam Pillai a beatified layman of the church in 2012, and he is likely
to be made a saint in due course. Thus, de Lannoy had an important role in the christian life of the Blessed Devasahayam
Pillai.
Captain de Lannoy’s military skills and loyalty were recognised not only by the king and his state officials, but also by the
subjects of Travancore, who called him by the nom de guerre "Valiya Kappithaan ", meaning 'The Great Captain'.
Maharaja Marthanda Varma died in 1758, and de Lannoy served as military chief to his successor Dharma Raja until his
death.
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De Lannoy died in 1777 and was interred in the chapel within the Udayagiri Fort. The English translation of the Latin
inscription on his tombstone runs:
"Stand Traveller! Here lies Eustachius Benedictus De Lannoy: who was Commander of the general Travancore Army and
for nearly thirty-seven years with the greatest faithfulness served the King, to whom by the strength and fear of his armies
he subjugated all kingdoms from Kayangulam [Kayamkulam] to Cochin. He lived 62 years and 5 months and died first day of
June 1777. May he rest in peace."
The Dutch East India Company (Dutch: Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie; VOC) was an early megacorporation, founded
by a government-directed amalgamation of several rival Dutch trading companies (voorcompagnieën) in the early-17th
century. It was originally established, on 20 March 1602, as a chartered company to trade with India and Indianized
Southeast Asian countries when the Dutch government granted it a 21-year monopoly on the Dutch spice trade. The
Company has been often labelled a trading company (i.e. a company of merchants who buy and sell goods produced by
other people) or sometimes a shipping company. However, the VOC was in fact a proto-conglomerate company, diversifying
into multiple commercial and industrial activities such as international trade (especially intra-Asian trade), shipbuilding, both
production and trade of East Indian spices, Formosan sugarcane, and South African wine. The Company was a
transcontinental employer and an early pioneer of outward foreign direct investment. The Company's investment projects
helped raise the commercial and industrial potential of many underdeveloped or undeveloped regions of the world in the
early modern period. In the early 1600s, by widely issuing bonds and shares of stock to the general public, the VOC became
the world's first formally-listed public company. In other words, it was the first corporation to be ever actually listed on an
official stock exchange. The VOC was influential in the rise of corporate-led globalization in the early modern period.

The "United East Indian Company", or "United East Indies Company" (also known by the abbreviation "VOC" in Dutch) was the brainchild of
Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, the leading statesman of the Dutch Republic. / Return of the second Asia expedition of Jacob van Neck in 1599
by Cornelis Vroom

With its pioneering institutional innovations and powerful roles in global business history, the Company is often considered
by many to be the forerunner of modern corporations. In many respects, modern-day corporations are all the 'direct
descendants' of the VOC model. It was the VOC's 17th-century institutional innovations and business practices that laid the
foundations for the rise of giant global corporations in subsequent centuries — as a highly significant and formidable sociopolitico-economic force of the modern-day world – to become the dominant factor in almost all economic systems today.
The VOC also served as the direct model for the organizational reconstruction of the English/British East India Company in
1657. The Company, for nearly 200 years of its existence (1602–1800), had effectively transformed itself from a corporate
entity into a state or an empire in its own right. One of the most influential and best expertly researched business enterprises
in history, the VOC's world has been the subject of a vast amount of literature that includes both fiction and nonfiction
works.

The company was historically an exemplary company-state rather than a pure for-profit corporation. Originally a
government-backed military-commercial enterprise, the VOC was the wartime brainchild of leading Dutch republican
statesman Johan van Oldenbarnevelt and the States-General. From its inception in 1602, the Company was not only a
commercial enterprise but also effectively an instrument of war in the young Dutch Republic's revolutionary global war
against the powerful Spanish Empire and Iberian Union (1579–1648). In 1619, the Company forcibly established a central
position in the Indonesian city of Jayakarta, changing the name to Batavia (modern-day Jakarta). Over the next two
centuries the Company acquired additional ports as trading bases and safeguarded their interests by taking over
surrounding territory. To guarantee its supply it established positions in many countries and became an early pioneer of
outward foreign direct investment. In its foreign colonies the VOC possessed quasi-governmental powers, including the
ability to wage war, imprison and execute convicts, negotiate treaties, strike its own coins, and establish colonies. With
increasing importance of foreign posts, the company is often considered the world's first true transnational corporation.
Along with the Dutch West India Company (WIC/GWIC), the VOC became seen as the international arm of the Dutch
Republic and the symbolic power of the Dutch Empire. To further its trade routes, the VOC-funded exploratory voyages such
as those led by Willem Janszoon (Duyfken), Henry Hudson (Halve Maen) and Abel Tasman who revealed largely unknown
landmasses to the western world. In the Golden Age of Netherlandish cartography (c. 1570s–1670s), VOC navigators and
cartographers helped shape geographical knowledge of the world as we know it today.
Socio-economic changes in Europe, the shift in power balance, and less successful financial management resulted in a slow
decline of the VOC between 1720 and 1799. After the financially disastrous Fourth Anglo-Dutch War (1780–1784), the
company was first nationalised in 1796,and finally dissolved in 1799. All assets were taken over by the government with VOC
territories becoming Dutch government colonies.

In spite of the VOC's historic roles and contributions, the Company has long been heavily criticized for its monopoly policy,
exploitation, colonialism, uses of violence, and slavery.

When the region was once part of the Chera empire, it was known as Thiruvazhumkode. It was contracted to Thiruvankode,
and anglicised by the English to Travancore.
In course of time, the Ay kingdom, part of the Chera empire, which ruled the Thiruvazhumkode area, became independent,
and the land was called Aayi desam or Aayi rajyam, meaning 'Aayi territory'. The Aayis controlled the land from present-day
Kollam district in the north, through Thiruvananthapuram district, all in Kerala, to the Kanyakumari district. There were two
capitals, the major one at Kollam (Venad Swaroopam or Desinganadu) and a subsidiary one at Thrippapur (Thrippapur
Swaroopam or Nanjinad). The kingdom was thus also called Venad. Kings of Venad had, at various times, travelled from
Kollam and built residential palaces in Thiruvithamcode and Kalkulam. Thiruvithamcode became the capital of the
Thrippapur Swaroopam, and the country was referred to as Thiruvithamcode by Europeans even after the capital had been
moved in 1601 to Padmanabhapuram, near Kalkulam.
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The Chera empire had dissolved by around 1100 and thereafter the territory comprised numerous small kingdoms until the
time of Marthanda Varma who, as king of Venad from 1729, employed brutal methods to unify them. During his reign,
Thiruvithamcode or Travancore became the official name.
The Kingdom of Travancore was located at the extreme southern tip of the Indian subcontinent. Geographically, Travancore
was divided into three climatically distinct regions: the eastern highlands (rugged and cool mountainous terrain), the
central midlands (rolling hills), and the western lowlands (coastal plains).
Venad was a former state at the tip of the Indian Subcontinent, traditionally ruled by rajas known as the Venattadis. Till the
end of the 11th century AD, it was a small principality in the Ay Kingdom. The Ays were the earliest ruling dynasty in
southern Kerala, who, at their zenith, ruled over a region from Nagercoil in the south to Trivandrum in the north. Their
capital during the first Sangam age was in Aykudi and later, towards the end of the 8th century AD, was at Quilon(Kollam).
Though a series of attacks by the resurgent Pandyas between the 7th and 8th centuries caused the decline of the Ays, the
dynasty was powerful till the beginning of the 10th century.
When the Ay power diminished, Venad became the southernmost principality of the Second Chera Kingdom. An invasion of
the Cholas into Venad caused the destruction of Kollam in 1096. However, the Chera capital, Mahodayapuram, also fell in
the subsequent Chola attack, which compelled the Chera king, Rama varma Kulasekara, to shift his capital to Kollam. Thus,
Rama Varma Kulasekara, the last emperor of the Chera dynasty, is probably the founder of the Venad royal house, and the
title of the Chera kings, Kulasekara, was thenceforth kept by the rulers of Venad. Thus the end of the Second Chera dynasty
in the 12th century marks the independence of Venad.
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In the second half of the 12th century, two branches of the Ay Dynasty, Thrippappur and Chirava, merged in the Venad
family, which set up the tradition of designating the ruler of Venad as Chirava Moopan and the heir-apparent as
Thrippappur Moopan. While the Chrirava Moopan had his residence at Kollam, the Thrippappur Moopan resided at his
palace in Thrippappur, 9 miles north of Thiruvananthapuram, and was vested with the authority over the temples of Venad
kingdom, especially the Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple.
The history of Travancore began with Marthanda Varma, who inherited the kingdom of Venad (Thrippappur), and expanded
it into Travancore during his reign (1729–1758). After defeating a union of feudal lords and establishing internal peace, he
expanded the kingdom of Venad through a series of military campaigns from Kanyakumari in the south to the borders of
Kochi in the north during his 29-year rule. This led to the Travancore-Dutch War (1739–1753) between the Dutch East India
Company who had been allied to some of these kingdoms and Travancore.
In 1741, Travancore won the Battle of Colachel against the Dutch East India Company, resulting in the complete eclipse of
Dutch power in the region. In this battle, the admiral of the Dutch, Eustachius De Lannoy, was captured and later defected
to Travancore. De Lannoy was appointed as Captain of His Highness' Body-guard and later Senior Admiral ("Valiya
kappittan") and he modernised the Travancore army by introducing firearms and artillery. Travancore became the most
dominant state in the Kerala region by defeating the powerful Zamorin of Kozhikode in the battle of Purakkad in 1755.
Ramayyan Dalawa, the Prime Minister (1737–1756) of Marthanda Varma, also played an important role in this
consolidation and expansion.

On 3 January 1750, (5 Makaram, 925 Kollavarsham), Marthanda Varma virtually "dedicated" Travancore to his tutelary deity
Padmanabha, one of the aspects of the Hindu God Vishnu with a lotus issuing from his navel on which Brahma sits. From
then on the rulers of Travancore ruled as the "servants of Padmanabha" (the Padmnabha-dasar).
At the Battle of Ambalapuzha, Marthanda Varma defeated the union of the kings who had been deposed and the king of
the Cochin kingdom.
Tipu Sultan at the lines of Travancore. Illustration from Cassell's Illustrated History of India by James Grant (c 1896).
Marthanda Varma's successor Karthika Thirunal Rama Varma (1758–1798), who was popularly known as Dharma Raja,
shifted the capital in 1795 from Padmanabhapuram to Thiruvananthapuram. Dharma Raja's period is considered as a
Golden Age in the history of Travancore. He not only retained the territorial gains of his predecessor Marthanda Varma, but
also improved and encouraged social development. He was greatly assisted by a very efficient administrator, Raja
Kesavadas, who was the Diwan of Travancore.
Travancore often allied with the English East India Company in military conflicts. During Dharma Raja's reign, Tipu Sultan,
the de facto ruler of Mysore and the son of Hyder Ali, attacked Travancore in 1789 as a part of the Mysore invasion of
Kerala. Dharma Raja had earlier refused to hand over the Hindu political refugees from the Mysore occupation of Malabar,

who had been given asylum in Travancore. The Mysore army entered the Cochin kingdom from Coimbatore in November
1789 and reached Trichur in December. On 28 December 1789 Tipu Sultan attacked the Nedunkotta (Northern Lines) from
the north, causing the Battle of the Nedumkotta (1789).

Durga slaying the buffalo demon

On Dharma Raja's death in 1798, Balarama Varma (1798–1810), the weakest ruler of the dynasty, took over crown at the
age of sixteen. A treaty brought Travancore under East India Company protection in 1795.
The Prime Ministers (Dalawas or Dewans) started taking control of the kingdom beginning with Velu Thampi Dalawa
(Velayudhan Chempakaraman Thampi) (1799–1809) who was appointed as the divan following the dismissal of Jayanthan
Sankaran Nampoothiri (1798–1799). Initially, Velayudhan Chempakaraman Thampi and the English East India Company got
along very well. When a section of the Travancore army mutinied in 1805 against Velu Thampi Dalawa, he sought refuge
with the British Resident and later used English East India Company troops to crush the mutiny. Velu Thampi also played a
key role in renegotiating a new treaty between Travancore and the English East India Company. However, the demands by
the East India Company for the payment of compensation for their involvement in the Travancore-Mysore War (1791) on
behalf of Travancore, led to tension between the Diwan and the East India Company Resident. Velu Thampi and the diwan
of Cochin kingdom, Paliath Achan Govindan Menon, who was unhappy with the Resident for granting asylum to his enemy
Kunhi Krishna Menon, declared "war" on the East India Company.
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The East India Company army defeated Paliath Achan's army in Cochin on 27 February 1809. Paliath Achan surrendered to
the East India Company and was exiled to Madras and later to Benaras. The Company defeated forces under Velu Thampi
Dalawa at battles near Nagercoil and Kollam and inflicted heavy casualties on the rebels, following which many of his
supporters deserted and went back to their homes. The Maharajah of Travancore, who hitherto had not taken any part in
the rebellion openly, now allied with the British and appointed one of Thampi's enemies as his Prime Minister. The allied
East India Company army and the Travancore soldiers camped in Pappanamcode, just outside Trivandrum. Velu Thampi
Dalawa now organised a guerrilla struggle against the Company, but committed suicide to avoid capture by the Travancore
army. After the mutiny of 1805 against Velu Thampi Dalawa, most of the Nair army battalions of Travancore had been
disbanded, and after Velu Thampi Dalawa's uprising, almost all of the remaining Travancore forces were also disbanded,
with the East India Company undertaking to serve the king in cases of external and internal aggression.
The kings of Travancore had been conditionally promoted to Kshatryahood with periodic performance of 16 mahādānams
(great gifts in charity) such as Hiranya-garbhā, Hiranya-Kāmdhenu, and Hiranyāswaratā in which each of which thousands of
Brahmins had been given costly gifts apart from each getting a minimum of 1 kazhanch (78.65 gm) of gold. In 1848 the
Marquess of Dalhousie, then Governor-General of British India, was apprised that the depressed condition of the finances
in Travancore was due to the mahādanams by the rulers. Lord Dalhousie instructed Lord Harris, Governor of the Madras
Presidency, to warn the then King of Travancore, Martanda Varma (Uttram Tirunal 1847–60), that if he did not put a stop to

this practice, the Madras Presidency would take over his Kingdom's administration. This led to the cessation of the practice
of mahādanams.
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All Travancore kings including Sree Moolam Thirunal conducted the Hiranyagarbham and Tulapurushadaanam ceremonies.
Maharajah Chithira Thirunal was the only King of Travancore not to have conducted these rituals as he considered them
extremely costly.
In Travancore the caste system was more rigorously enforced than in many other parts of India up to the mid-1800s. The
rule of discriminative hierarchical caste order was deeply entrenched in the social system and was supported by the
government, which had transformed this caste-based social system into a religious institution. In such a context, the belief
in Ayyavazhi, apart from being a religious system, served also as a reform movement in uplifting the downtrodden section
of the society, both socially and as well religiously. The rituals of Ayyavazhi constituted a social discourse. Its beliefs, mode
of worship, and religious organisation seem to have enabled the Ayyavazhi group to negotiate and cope with, and resist the
imposition of authority. The hard tone of Vaikundar towards this was perceived as a revolution against the government. So
the King Swathi Thirunal Rama Varma initially imprisoned Vaikundar in the Singarathoppu jail, where the jailor Appaguru
ended up as a disciple of Vaikundar. Vaikundar was later set at liberty by the King.
The last ruling king of Travancore was Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma, who reigned from 1931 to 1949. "His reign marked
revolutionary progress in the fields of education, defence, economy and society as a whole." He made the famous Temple
Entry Proclamation on 12 November 1936, which opened all the Kshetrams (Hindu temples in Kerala) in Travancore to all
Hindus, a privilege reserved to only upper caste Hindus till then. This act won him praise from across India, most notably
from Mahatma Gandhi. The first public transport system (Thiruvananthapuram–Mavelikkara) and telecommunication
system (Thiruvananthapuram Palace–Mavelikkara Palace) were launched during the reign of Sree Chithira Thirunal. He also
started the industrialisation of the state, enhancing the role of the public sector.
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He introduced heavy industry in the State and established giant public sector undertakings. As many as twenty industries
were established, mostly for utilizing the local raw materials such as rubber, ceramics, and minerals. A majority of the
premier industries running in Kerala even today, were established by Sree Chithira Thirunal. He patronized musicians,
artists, dancers, and Vedic scholars. Sree Chithira Thirunal appointed, for the first time, an Art Advisor to the Government,
Dr. G. H. Cousins. He also established a new form of University Training Corps, viz. Labour Corps, preceding the N.C.C, in the
educational institutions. The expenses of the University were to be met fully by the Government. Sree Chithira Thirunal also
built a beautiful palace named Kowdiar Palace, finished in 1934, which was previously an old Naluektu, given by Sree
Moolam Thirunal to his mother Sethu Parvathi Bayi in 1915.
However, his Prime Minister, Sir C.P. Ramaswami Iyer, was unpopular among the communists of Travancore.
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The tension between the Communists and Sir C.P. Ramaswami Iyer led to minor riots in various places of the country. In
one such riot in Punnapra-Vayalar in 1946, the Communist rioters established their own government in the area. This was
put down by the Travancore Army and Navy to save law-abiding citizens from mobs. The Prime Minister issued a statement
in June 1947 that Travancore would remain as an independent country instead of joining the Indian Union; subsequently,
an attempt was made on the life of Sir C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, following which he resigned and left for Madras, to be
succeeded by Sri P.G.N. Unnithan. According to witnesses such as K.Aiyappan Pillai,constitutional adviser to the Maharaja
and historians like A. Sreedhara Menon,the rioters and mob-attacks had no bearing on the decision of the Maharaja. After
several rounds of discussions and negotiations between Sree Chithira Thirunal and V.P. Menon, the King agreed that the
Kingdom should accede to the Indian Union in 1949. On 1 July 1949 the Kingdom of Travancore was merged with the
Kingdom of Cochin and the short-lived state of Travancore-Kochi was formed.
On 11 July 1991, Sree Chithira Thirunal suffered a stroke and was admitted to Sree Chithira Thirunal hospital, where he died
on 20 July. He had ruled Travancore for 67 years and at his death was one of the few surviving rulers of a first-class princely
state in the old Indian Empire. He was also the last surviving Knight Grand Commander of both the Order of the Star of India
and of the Order of the Indian Empire. He was succeeded as head of the Royal House as well as the Titular Maharajah of
Travancore by his brother, Uthradom Thirunal Marthanda Varma. The Government of India issued a stamp on Nov 6, 1991,
commemorating the reforms that marked the reign of Maharajah Sree Chithira Thirunal in Travancore.

The State of Kerala came into existence on 1 November 1956, with a Governor appointed by the President of India as the
head of the State instead of the King. The King was stripped of all his political powers and the right to receive privy purses,
according to the twenty-sixth amendment of the Indian constitution act of 31 July 1971. He died on 20 July 1991.

Thiruvananthapuram, also known by its former name Trivandrum, is the capital of the Indian state
of Kerala.
The Ays ruled the present region of Thiruvananthapuram until the 10th century. With their fall in the
10th century, the city was taken over by the Chera dynasty. The city was later taken over by the
Kingdom of Venad in the 12th century. In the 17th century the king Marthanda Varma expanded the
territory and founded the princely state of Travancore and Thiruvananthapuram was made capital of
Travancore. Following India's independence in 1947, Thiruvananthapuram became the capital of
Travancore-Cochin state and remained capital when the new Indian state of Kerala was formed in
1956.
Ay dynasty, also known as Kupaka, were a south Indian ruling clan with their origins in the hill-chiefs who controlled the
south-western tip of the peninsula, from the early historic period up to the medieval period. The clan held sway over the

harbour of Vizhinjam, the fertile region of Nanjanad, and southern parts of the spice-producing Western Ghat hills. The Ays
formed one of the major lineages of ancient Kerala, along with the Cheras of central Kerala and the Musakas of Elimalai in
the north.

Greek geographer Claudius Ptolemy (2nd century CE) described the "Aioi" territory as extending from the Baris (Pamba) to
Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari). The elephant was the emblem of the Ays. It is speculated that the name Ay is derived from
the early Tamil word "Ay" meaning cowherd. Ay dynasty claimed that they belonged to the Yadava or Vrishni lineage and
this claim was advanced by the rulers of Venad and Travancore. Sri Padmanabha in Trivandrum was the tutelary deity of the
medieval Ay family.
The Ay kingdom functioned as a buffer state between the powerful Pandyas/Cholas and the Cheras (Kerala) in the medieval
period. A number of kings such as Chadayan Karunanthan, Karunanthadakkkan "Srivallabha", and Vikramaditya "Varaguna"
figure as the Ay chiefs of the harbour of Vizhinjam. The famous Brahmin salai at Kantalur, somewhere near present-day
Trivandrum, was located in the Ay kingdom. The salai was sacked by Chola emperor Rajaraja I (985 - 1014 AD) in c. 988 CE.
Historians assume that the Ays were the leading power in the region till c. 10th century CE.
The Ay clan was one of the major hill-chiefs of early historic south India. Members of the Ay family- of the Podiyil hills (the
Aykudi) - were closely related to the early historic Cheras of central Kerala. Towards the close of the early historic period,
Pandya supremacy might have extended to the Ay territory (through it is likely that the Ays gained their independence
during the so-called Kalabhra period). The southern parts of the present Kanyakumari district were controlled by the Ay
chiefs until the end of the 10th century CE.
Ay Andiran is praised by early Tamil poets such as Mudamochiyar, Odakizhar, and Kiranar in Purananuru. He is mentioned
in the Purananuru as the "Lord of Podiyil Mala" in southern Western Ghats. He is said to have defeated the Kongu chiefs
and pursued them to the Arabian sea. He was an elder contemporary of the Chera chief Antuvan Cheral.
Ay Titiyan (the Podiyil Chelvan) is praised by Paranar and Bhuta Pandya, the Pandya chief in Akananuru. It seems that Ay
Titiyan was a vassal of the Pandya ruler Bhuta Pandya.
Ay Atiyan, successor to Ay Titiyan, is mentioned by Paranar and Madurai Kanakkayanar in Akananuru. Paranar and
Kanakkayanar also mention Podiyil Mala, the base of the Ays, as the property of Pachupun Pandya (Azhakiya Pandya), the
successor to Bhuta Pandya.
An Ay ruler took part in the famous battle of Talai-yalankanam, in which the Pandya chief Nedum Chezhiyan defeated
several of his enemies.

In c. 765 CE, Pandya king Jatila Paranthaka (r. 765-815 CE) sacked the Ay port Vizhinjam, conquered the chief of Ays and
took possession of the Ay kingdom. This foray brought the Cheras rulers of Kodungallur (the Kulasekharas) into the conflict
and a prolonged Pandya-Chera struggle followed. The Pandyas are still found fighting the Ay chief Chadayan Karunanthan at
Aruviyoorkotta (Aruvikkara near Thalakulam) in 788 CE. In 792 CE the Pandyas are seen fighting at Vizhinjam and
Karaikkotta (Karaikkodu near Thalakulam) against the Chera warriors. The Madras Museum Inscription of Pandya ruler
Maran Chadayan (latter half of the 8th century) mentions a certain regional chief called "Vel Mannan". This chief, might

have been related to the Ay family which was controlling the port of Vizhinjam. It is a possibility that the Vel Mannan of the
Madras Museum Inscription was or came under the over-lordship of Kodungallur by the early 8th century CE and the
medieval ruling family of Venad arose from this chief.
By the middle of the 9th century, as a result of the encroachment of the Pandyas and Cheras, the old Ay kingdom was
partitioned into two portions. Venad with its base at Kollam became one of the autonomous chiefdoms of the Chera
kingdom while the Ay (Kupaka) kingdom, or what was left of it, with its base at Vizhinjam came under the influence of the
Pandya ruler Srimara Srivallabha (815-862). Ay contemporary of the Pandya king Srivallabha was called Karunanthadakkkan
"Srivallabha". Some of the inscriptions does say about the certain victory of king Srivallabha at Vizhinjam.

Paliyam copper plates (898 AD)
Srivallabha was succeeded on the Pandya throne by Varaguna II (862-885 CE). The Ay kings of Vizhinjam remained vassals of
the Pandyas, as indicated by the surname of Vikramaditya "Varaguna". But in 898 AD, Vikramaditya is seen making huge
land gifts to the Srimulavasa temple in the Chera kingdom (the Paliyam copper plates). The wife of a Chera king, Iravi Neeli
alias Kizhan Adikal, is also seen at the Siva temple at Thirunandikkaram, deep into the Ay kingdom.
It is possible that after the Chola victory over the Pandyas in 910 CE, the chiefs of Venad were determined on extending
their sway into the Ay kingdom. Their opportunity might have came in the disorder following the Chola defeat at the battle
of Takkolam (949 CE). There is a possibility that after the defeat of the Cholas at Takkolam, the Ay kingdom revived their
autonomy with Chera support, and organised resistance to the Cholas. An inscription of the Chola ruler Kulothunga refers to
the Kantalur salai in the Ay kingdom as "salai of the Chera". The Vel chiefs, owing allegiance to the Cheras, might have
captured the whole region down to Kottaru. In general, the control of the Chera ruler at Kodungallur might have spread into
the Ay territory in the 10th century CE.

The famous Brahmin salai at Kantalur, somewhere near present-day Trivandrum, was located in the Ay kingdom. The salai
was sacked by Chola emperor Rajaraja I (985 - 1014 CE) in c. 988 CE. The region to the south of Trivandrum (former Ay
territory) came under the control of the Cholas during the 11th century. The Cholas raided cities such as Kodungallur in the
early decades of the century, but never tried to annex the proper Chera kingdom. They seem to be satisfied with the
submission of the king at Kodungallur. There is a possibility that the Venad chiefs tried to recapture the old Ay region after
the raids by Raja Raja Chola. Chola ruler Rajadhiraja (1044-1054) claims to have "confined the undaunted king of Venadu
[back] to the Chera kingdom".
A branch of the old Ay family, which had been controlling the temple of Sri Padmanabha from 12th century, later merged
with the ruling house of Venad. This branch had its headquarters at Trippappur in Trivandrum.

Thiruvananthapuram is a notable academic and research hub and is home to the University of
Kerala, Kerala Technological University the regional headquarters of Indira Gandhi National Open
University, and many other schools and colleges. Thiruvananthapuram is also home to research
centers such as the Indian Space Research Organisation's Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, the Indian
Institute of Space Science and Technology, and a campus of the Indian Institutes of Science Education

and Research. The city is home to media institutions like Toonz India Ltd and Tata Elxsi Ltd, and is also
home to Chitranjali Film Studio, one of the first film studios in Malayalam Cinema, and Kinfra Film
and Video Park at Kazhakoottom, which is India's first Infotainment Industrial park.

Being India's largest city in the deep south, it is strategically prominent and hosts the Southern Air
Command headquarters of the Indian Air Force, the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station and
the upcoming Vizhinjam International Seaport. Thiruvananthapuram is a major tourist centre, known
for the Padmanabhaswamy Temple, the beaches of Kovalam and Varkala, the backwaters of Poovar
and Anchuthengu and its Western Ghats tracts of Ponmudi and the Agastyamala. In 2012,
Thiruvananthapuram was named the best Kerala city to live in, by a field survey conducted by The
Times of India. In 2013, the city was ranked the fifteenth best city to live in India, in a survey
conducted by India Today. The city was also selected as the best-governed city in India in the survey
conducted by Janaagraha Centre for citizenship and democracy in 2017.
The city takes its name from the Malayalam word thiru-anantha-puram, meaning "The City of Lord
Ananta", referring to the deity of the Sri Padmanabhaswamy Temple located in the city.
Thiruvananthapuram is also known in the literature, and popular reference as Ananthapuri derived
from the Sanskrit word Syanandurapuram, meaning "The City of Bliss" in Carnatic kirtanas composed
by Swathi Thirunal, erstwhile Maharaja of Travancore. The city was officially referred to as
Trivandrum until 1991, (Trivandrum being the anglicised name of the town) when the government
decided to reinstate the city's original name Thiruvananthapuram.

Thiruvananthapuram is an ancient region with trading traditions dating back to 1000 BCE. It is
believed that the ships of King Solomon landed in a port called Ophir (now Poovar) in
Thiruvananthapuram in 1036 BCE. The city was the trading post of spices, sandalwood and ivory.
However, the ancient political and cultural history of the city was almost entirely independent from
that of the rest of Kerala. The early rulers of the city were the Ays. Vizhinjam, which is now a region
in the present-day Thiruvananthapuram, was the capital of Ay dynasty. Vizhinjam was an important
port city from as early as 2nd century BC. During the Ay dynasty rule, Thiruvananthapuram witnessed
many battles in which the Chola and Pandyan dynasties attempted to capture the port town. After
the death of king Vikramaditya Varaguna in 925 AD, the glory of the Ays departed and almost all their

territories became part of the Chera dynasty. During the 10th century, the Cholas attacked and
sacked Vizhinjam and surrounding regions. The port in Vizhinjam and the historic education center of
Kanthalloor Sala was also destroyed by Cholas during this period. A branch of the Ay family, which
had been controlling the Padmanabhaswamy Temple, merged with the Kingdom of Venad in the
12th century.

In the late 17th century, Marthanda Varma who inherited the Kingdom of Venad expanded the
kingdom by conquering kingdoms of Attingal, Kollam, Kayamkulam, Kottarakara, Kottayam,
Changanassery, Meenachil, Poonjar and Ambalapuzha. In 1729, Marthanda Varma founded the
princely state of Thiruvithamkoor and Thiruvananthapuram was made the capital in 1745 after
shifting the capital from Padmanabhapuram in Kanyakumari district. The kingdom of Travancore was
dedicated by Marthanda Varma to the deity Sri. Padmanabha (Lord Vishnu). The rulers of Travancore
ruled the kingdom as the servants of Sri. Padmanabha.
The city developed into a significant intellectual and artistic centre during this period. The golden age
in the city's history was during the mid 19th century under the reign of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal and
Maharaja Ayilyam Thirunal. This era saw the establishment of the first English school (1834), the
Observatory (1837), the General Hospital (1839), the Oriental Research Institute & Manuscripts
Library and the University College (1873). The first mental hospital in the state was started during the
same period. Sanskrit College, Ayurveda College, Law College and a second grade college for women
were started by Moolam Thirunal (1885–1924).
The Thiruvananthapuram Municipality came into existence in 1920. The municipality was converted
into a Corporation on 30 October 1940, during the period of Chitra Thirunal Bala Rama Varma, who
took over in 1931. The city witnessed many-sided progress during his period. The promulgation of
"Temple Entry Proclamation" (1936) was an act that underlined social emancipation. This era also
saw the establishment of the University of Travancore in 1937, which later became Kerala University.
With the end of the British rule in 1947, Travancore chose to join the Indian union. The first peopleelected ministry headed by Pattom Thanu Pillai was installed in office on 24 March 1948. In 1949,
Thiruvananthapuram became the capital of Thiru-Kochi, the state formed by the integration of
Travancore with its northern neighbour Kochi. The king of Travancore, Chitra Thirunal Bala Rama
Varma, became the Rajpramukh of the Travancore-Cochin Union from 1 July 1949 until 31 October
1956. When the state of Kerala was formed on 1 November 1956, Thiruvananthapuram became its
capital.
Kerala was formed on 1 November 1956, following passage of the States Reorganisation Act, by
combining Malayalam-speaking regions.
The Chera Dynasty was the first prominent kingdom based in Kerala. The Ay kingdom in the deep
south and the Ezhimala kingdom in the north formed the other kingdoms in the early years of the
Common Era (CE or AD). The region had been a prominent spice exporter since 3000 BCE. The
region's prominence in trade was noted in the works of Pliny as well as the Periplus around 100 CE. In
the 15th century, the spice trade attracted Portuguese traders to Kerala, and paved the way for

European colonisation of India. At the time of Indian independence movement in the early 20th
century, there were two major princely states in Kerala-Travancore State and the Kingdom of Cochin.
They united to form the state of Thiru-Kochi in 1949.

The Malabar region, in the northern part of Kerala had been a part of the Madras province of British
India, which later became a part of the Madras State post-independence. After the States
Reorganisation Act, 1956, the modern-day state of Kerala was formed by merging the Malabar
district of Madras State (excluding Gudalur taluk of Nilgiris district, Topslip, the Attappadi Forest east
of Anakatti), the state of Thiru-Kochi (excluding four southern taluks of Kanyakumari district,
Shenkottai and Tenkasi taluks), and the taluk of Kasaragod (now Kasaragod District) in South Canara
(Tulunad) which was a part of Madras State.

The Chera dynasty was one of the principal lineages in the early history of the present day states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu
and union territory of Puducherry in southern India. Together with the Cholas of Uraiyur and the Pandyas of Madurai, the
early Cheras were known as one of the three major political powers of ancient Tamilakam (southern India) in the early
centuries of the Common Era.
The Cheras owed their importance to exchange of spices and other products with Middle Eastern and Mediterranean
(Graeco-Roman) merchants. The geographical advantages, like the favourable Monsoon winds which carried ships directly
from the Arabia to southern India as well as the abundance of exotic spices in the interior Ghat mountains and the presence
of a large number of rivers connecting the Ghats with the Arabian Sea combined to make the Cheras a major power in
ancient southern India.
Along with the Ay-Vels in the south and the Ezhimala Mushakas in the north, the Early Cheras formed the three principle
ruling polities of ancient Kerala. The age and antiquity of the Cheras is difficult to establish. The exact location of the Chera
homeland is also a matter of scholarly debate. The Cheras of the early historical period (early centuries of the Common Era)
are known to have established bases at Karur/Karuvur-Vanchi in interior Tamil Nadu, and at Muchiri (Muziris) and Thondi
(Tyndis) on the Indian Ocean coast. After the end of the early historical period, around the 5th century CE, there seems to
be a period where the Cheras' power declined considerably.

The anthologies of early Tamil poems mention the names of a number of Cheras, and the court poets who extolled them.
The Pathitrupathu is devoted exclusively to the Chera royals. The internal chronology of this collection is still far from
completely settled and a connected account of the history of the period is an area of active research. Uthiyan Cheral,
Nedum Cheral Athan and Chenguttuvan are some of the rulers referred to in the Tamil literature. Chenguttuvan Chera, the
most renowned of the Early Cheras, is also famous for the traditions surrounding Kannaki, the principal female character of
the Tamil epic poem Chilapathikaram. Other sources for the Early Cheras include Tamil Brahmi cave label inscriptions and
coins, classical Sanskrit works and accounts by Graeco-Roman writers.
The 'Kongu' Cheras are also known to have controlled Karur-Vanchi in central Tamil Nadu at various points in time. The
Cheras of Makotai (former Muchiri, modern Kodungallur), also known as Kulashekharas were in power between c. 9th and
12th century in Kerala. The exact nature of the relationships between the various lines of Chera rulers is somewhat unclear.
It is known that the Cheras were intermittently subject to the Pandya Kingdom and the Chola Empire among others. The
rulers of Venadu, based out of the port of Kollam in southern Kerala, claimed their ancestry from the Kodungallur Cheras.
Ravi Varma Kulasekhara, their most ambitious ruler, set out to expand his kingdom by annexing the ruins of the other
southern kingdoms. In the modern period the rulers of Cochin and Travancore (in Kerala) also claimed the title "Chera"
.

The term Chera - and its variant form "Kerala" - stands for the ruling lineage and the country associated with them.
The etymology of "Chera" is still a matter of considerable speculation among historians. One approach proposes that the
word is derived from Cheral, a corruption of Charal meaning "declivity of a mountain" in Tamil, suggesting a connection
with the mountainous geography of Kerala. Another theory argues that the "Cheralam'' is derived from "cher" (sand) and
"alam" (region), literally meaning, "the slushy land". Apart from the speculations mentioned, a number of other theories do
appear in historical studies.
In ancient non-Tamil sources, the Cheras are referred to by various names. The Cheras are referred as Kedalaputo (Sanskrit:
"Kerala Putra") in the Emperor Ashoka's Pali edicts (3rd century BCE). While Pliny the Elder and Claudius Ptolemy refer to
the Cheras as Kaelobotros and Kerobottros respectively, the Graeco-Roman trade map Periplus Maris Erythraei refers to the
Cheras as Keprobotras. All these Graeco-Roman names are evidently corruptions of "Kedala Puto/Kerala Putra" probably
received through relations with northern India.
The term Cheralamdivu or Cheran Tivu and its cognates, meaning the "island of the Chera kings", is a Classical Tamil name
of Sri Lanka that takes root from the term "Chera".
Recent theories on ancient south Indian history suggest that the three major rulers – the Pandya, the Chera and the Chola –
based originally in the interior Tamil Nadu, at Madurai, Karur (Karuvur)-Vanchi, and Uraiyur respectively, had established
"strategic outlets" to the Indian Ocean namely Korkai, Muchiri (Muziris), and Kaveri Poompattinam respectively. Territory of
the Chera kingdom of the early historical period consisted of the present day Palakkad, Thrissur and Malappuram districts
of Kerala and the Coimbatore, Tiruchchirapalli and Salem regions of Tamil Nadu.

The Cheras are referred to as Kedalaputo (Sanskrit: "Kerala Putra") in the Emperor Ashoka's Pali edicts (3rd century BCE).
The earliest Graeco-Roman accounts referring to the Cheras are by Pliny the Elder in the 1st century CE, in the Periplus of
the 1st century CE, and by Claudius Ptolemy in the 2nd century CE.
A number of Sanskrit works do mention the family and land of the Cheras/Keralas. Whether the particular references were
present in the earliest oral forms or were added subsequently is a matter of considerable discourse. The present form of
Aitareya Aranyaka notes the Cherapadah as one of the three peoples who did not follow some ancient injunctions. The
Aranyakas are a later development of the Brahmanas (explanations of the Vedas), which were originally composed c. 7th8th century BCE. There are also brief references in the present forms of the works by author and commentator Katyayana
(c. 3rd - 4th century BCE), author and philosopher Patanjali (c. 2nd century BCE) and Maurya statesman and philosopher
Kautilya (Chanakya) (c. 3rd - 4th century BCE) though Sanskrit grammarian Panini (c. 6th - 5th century BCE) does not
mention either the people or the land.

A large body of Tamil works collectively known as the Sangam (Academy) literature (c. 1st - 4th century CE) describes a
number of Chera, Pandya and Chola rulers. Among them, the most important sources for the Cheras are the Pathitrupattu,
the Akananuru, and the Purananuru. The Pathitrupattu, the fourth book in the Ettuthokai anthology, mentions a number of
rulers and heirs-apparent of the Chera family. Each ruler is praised in ten songs sung by a court poet. However, the book is
not worked into connected history and settled chronology so far Uthiyan Cheral, Nedum Cheral Athan and Chenguttuvan
are some of the rulers referred to in the Tamil literature.
A method known as Gajabahu-Chenguttuvan synchronism, is used by some historians to date the events described in the
early Tamil literature to c. 1st - 2nd century CE. Despite its dependency on numerous conjectures, the method is considered
as the sheet anchor for the purpose of dating the events in the early Tamil literature. Ilango Adigal author of the legendary
Tamil epic poem Chilapathikaram describes Chenguttuvan as his elder brother. He also mentions Chenguttuvan's decision
to propitiate a temple (virakkallu) for the goddess Pattini (Kannaki) at Vanchi. A certain king called Gajabahu, often
identified with Gajabahu, king of Sri Lanka (2nd century CE), was present at the Pattini festival at Vanchi. In this context,
Chenguttuvan can be dated to either the first or last quarter of the 2nd century CE.
Archaeology has found epigraphic and numismatic evidence of the Early Cheras. Two almost identical inscriptions
discovered from Pugalur (near Karur) dated to c. 1st - 2nd century CE, describe three generations of Chera rulers of the
Irumporai clan. They record the construction of a rock shelter for Jains on the occasion of the investiture of Ilam Kadungo,
son of Perum Kadungo, and the grandson of Ko Athan Cheral Irumporai. A short Tamil-Brahmi inscription, containing the
word "Chera" was found at Edakkal in the Western Ghats.
Recent archaeological discoveries increasingly confirm Karur as a political, economic and cultural centre of ancient south
India. Excavations at Karur yielded huge quantities of copper coins with Chera symbols such as the bow and arrow, Roman
amphorae and Roman coins. An ancient trade route, from coastal settlements in Kerala (such as Muchiri or Thondi) through

the Palghat Gap to Karur in interior Tamil Nadu can be traced with the help of archaeological evidence. Historians are yet to
precisely locate Muziris, known in Tamil as "Muchiri", a base of the Chera rulers. Archaeological excavations at Pattanam
(near Cochin) suggest a strong case of identification with the location. Roman coins have over a period of time been
discovered in large numbers from Kerala and the Coimbatore-Karur region (from locations such as Kottayam-Kannur,
Valluvally, Iyyal, Vellalur and Kattankanni).

A number of coins, assumed to be of the Cheras, mostly found in the Amaravati riverbed, are a major source of Early Chera
historiography. This includes a number of punch marked coins discovered from Amaravati riverbed. The issuing of punch
marked coins were followed by square coins of copper and its alloys or silver. Most of these early square coins show a bow
and arrow, the traditional emblem of the Cheras on the obverse, with or without any legend. A copper coin with a bow and
arrow, elephant goad, and elephant, was discovered from Pattanam in central Kerala. A bronze die for minting punch
marked coins was discovered from the riverbed in Karur.
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Other discoveries include a coin with a portrait and the legend "Mak-kotai" above it and another one with a portrait and the
legend "Kuttuvan Kotai" above it. Both impure silver coins are tentatively dated to c. 1st century CE or a little later. The
reverse side of both coins are blank. The impure silver coins bearing the legend "Kollippurai" and "Kol-Irumporai" was also
discovered from Karur. All legends, assumed to be the names of the Chera rulers, were in Tamil-Brahmi characters on the
obverse. The macro analysis of the Mak-kotai coin shows close similarities with the contemporary Roman silver coin. A
silver coin with the portrait of a person wearing a Roman-type bristled-crown helmet was also discovered from Amaravati
riverbed in Karur. Reverse side of the coin depicts a bow and arrow, the traditional symbol of the Chera family.
In the early years of his rule, the Kuttuvan successfully intervened in a succession dispute in the Chola territory and
established his relative Killi on the Chola throne. The rivals of Killi were defeated in the battle of Nerivayil, Uraiyur. The
Kadambas are described as the arch enemies of the Chera ruler. Kuttuvan was able to defeat them in the battle of Idumbil,
Valayur. The "fort" of Kodukur in which the Kadamba warriors took shelter was stormed. Later the Kadambas (helped by
the Yavanas) attacked Kuttuvan by sea, but the Chera ruler destroyed their fleet. Kuttuvan is said to have defeated the
Kongu people and a warrior called Mogur Mannan.
After the end of the early historical period, c. 5th century CE, there seems to be a period where the Chera family's political
prestige and influence declined considerably. It is possible that with the decline of the Roman trade in the 5th century,
there was corresponding fall in the stature of the Cheras. The Cheras of the early historical period had an important base at
Karur - probably identical with the early Tamil literature age Vanchi - in central Tamil Nadu. Gradually towards the end of
the early historical period, Karur seems to have acquired much prominence. By the 8th - 9th centuries it came to be known
as "Vanchi Karur".

Little is known for certain about the Chera family during this period. Tradition tells that the Kalabhra (Kalvar) rulers kept the
Chera, Chola and Pandya rulers in their confinement. The Kalabhras were marginalised around the 5th century by the rise of
the Chalukyas and the Pallavas. The Rashtrakutas were the other major power in southern India. They all claim to have
overrun the Cheras/Keralas. A number of inscriptions mention their victories over the king of the Chera country. Small
buffer polities, such as that of the Ay-Vels, oscillated their allegiance in this period between major rulers.

By the 7th and the 8th centuries, large portions of southern India was under the control of the Pallava and Pandya rulers. It
is likely that the surviving Chera/Kerala royals were the vassals of the Pallavas and the Pandyas. Several inscriptions of the
Kongu Cheras i.e. Cheras ruling from Karur in copper and stone, mostly placed between 9th and 10th centuries, are found in
central Tamil Nadu. This line of kings was increasingly coming under Pandya influence and a new Chera kingdom
(Kulasekhara) was taking shape in modern Kerala. Cheras of Karur are described as members of the "Chandraditya Kula"
(Kulasekharas/Kodungallur Cheras generally describe themselves as members of "Surya Vamsha").
It is innocuous to conclude that by the 8th century CE, the old Chera territory was split into two separate kingdoms, one
based at Karur in central Tamil Nadu and the other based at Kodungallur in Kerala. Royal inscriptions and temple grants, the
major source of information about the rulers of this period, refer to both clans as the Cheras/Keralas. Identification of the
Cheras in each record is a matter of major scholarly discourse. The exact nature of the relation between the Cheras of
Kongu and the Kulasekharas/Cheras of Kodungallur remains obscure.
A line of rulers, described in royal charters and temple inscriptions as the Chera kings, are known to have ruled what is now
Kerala between the 9th and 12th century CE. Their ruling base was the city of Makotai/Vanchi (Sanskrit: Mahodayapura),
modern Kodungallur. The history of Kerala during this period is an active area of scholarly research and debate. Historians
tend to identify Nayanar saint Cherman Perumal and Alwar saint Kulasekhara Alwar with some of the earliest rulers of this
kingdom.
The nature of the Kulasekhara state is an ongoing academic debate. An earlier version of historiography had believed that
this "Second Chera Empire", or "Kulasekhara Empire" was a highly centralised kingdom. However, critical research in the
late 1960s and early 1970s offered a major corrective to this. Recently (2002), suggestions pointing to the other extreme,
that the king at Kodungallur had only a "ritual sovereignty" and the actual political power rested with "a bold and visible
Brahmin oligarchy" has emerged. While the earlier model of a highly centralised "empire" is considered not acceptable by
historians, the third model (2002) is yet to be endorsed by them.
The Cheras of Kodungallur were intermittently subject to the Pandyas and the Chola Empire. They strategically fought
battles and formed alliances with the Pandyas and the Cholas. The Chera kingdom was eventually dissolved in 12th century,
and most of its autonomous chiefdoms became independent. Venadu in southern Kerala was one of these daughter states.
In the modern period, the rulers of Cochin and Travancore (in Kerala) also claimed the title "Chera".

When the Kodungallur Chera (Kulasekhara) kingdom was eventually dissolved in 12th century, most of its autonomous
chiefdoms including Venad became independent.The rulers of Venadu, based out of the port of Kollam in southern Kerala,
claimed their ancestry from the Kodungallur Cheras. The Venad rulers had an oscillating relationship with their powerful
eastern neighbours, the Pandyas of Madurai. With Kolathunadu in northern Kerala, it remained the most significant
kingdom in Kerala till the emergence of the Zamorins of Kozhikode. Ravi Varma Kulasekhara, the most ambitious ruler of
Kollam, carried out a successful military expedition to Pandya and Chola lands in the early 14th century CE.
In general, early Tamil literature reflects the Dravidian cultural tradition as well as elements of the northern
Indian/Sanskritic cultural tradition, which by now was beginning to come into contact with Tamilakam. It is logical to
conclude that most of the Chera population followed native Dravidian religions. Religious practice consisted predominantly
of conducting sacrifices to various gods, such as to the pre-eminent god Murugan. The worship of departed heroes was also
a common practice in the Chera territory, along with tree worship and other kinds of ancestor worship. The war goddess
Kottavai was propitiated with elaborate offerings of meat and toddy. It is theorised that Kottavai was assimilated into the
present-day form of the goddess Durga. It is thought that the first wave of Brahmin migration came to the Chera territory
around the 3rd century BCE with or behind the Jain and Buddhist missionaries. It was only in the 8th century CE that the
Aryanisation of the Chera country reached its organised form. Though the vast majority of the population followed native
Dravidian practices, a small percentage of the population, mainly migrants, followed Jainism, Buddhism and Brahmanism.
Populations of Jews and Christians were also known to have lived in Kerala.

Early Tamil literature does make a number of references to social stratification, as expressed by use of the word kudi
(“group”) to denote "caste". A striking feature of the social life of the early historic period is the high status accorded to
women.
Agriculture and pastoralism were the primary occupations of the people. Various agricultural occupations such as
harvesting, threshing and drying are described in the early Tamil literature. Poets and musicians were held in high regard in
society. Early Tamil literature is full of references about the lavish patronage extended to court poets. There were
professional poets and poetesses who composed poems praising their patrons and were generously rewarded for this.
A cultural identity different from the Tamil-speaking people to the east of the Western Ghat mountains gradually emerged
in Kerala in the medieval period. The oldest forms of Malayalam language are also attested in the era of Kulasekharas.
Organised forms of Namboothiri Brahmin influence in all aspects of life in Kerala also emerged during this period. A new
calendar system, known as Kollam Era, is also seen in medieval Kerala. The famous Advaita philosopher Shankara, was born
at Kaladi on the banks of the Periyar. A multicultural and multi-ethnic society, with the presence of Jews, Christians, and
Muslims, coexisted in relative peaceful conditions in Kerala. Several notable literary works in Sanskrit and Tamil were
composed during this period under the patronage of the Chera rulers (who themselves indulged in authoring several
works).

Kodungallur was a centre of learning and science in the medieval period. An observatory functioned at the capital under the
charge of Shankara Narayana (c. 840 – c. 900 CE), an astronomer in the court of Chera king Sthanu Ravi.[106] Narayana is
the author of Laghu Bhaskariya Vyakha, a commentary on the works of Bhaskara I (early 6th century CE), a disciple of the
famous polymath Aryabhata himself. We can find references to an instrument called "Rashi Chakra" marked by a "Yanthra
Valaya" in Laghu Bhaskariya Vyakha. This instrument might be the same as the Gola Yanthra or Chakra Yanthra mentioned
by Aryabhata. The Chakra Yanthra was developed further and called Phalaka Yanthra by Bhaskara I. It seems that
arrangements had been made in the city for recording correct time and announcing it to the public from different centres
by the tolling of bells at regular intervals of a ghatika (25 minutes). This practice, known as nazhikakkottu , continued until
the early 15th century.

Much like the early historic Cheras, the Chera rulers of Kodungallur heavily depended on the spice trade for sustaining their
economy. The Chera state had extensive trade relations with regions in the Middle East and China. The region acted as a
connecting hub for the merchants from western and eastern parts of Asia. The important Kerala ports of this period were
Panthalayani Kollam, Kodungallur, Kollam, and Vizhinjam. Arab travellers who visited the Malabar Coast during the period
have testified to the high degree of economic prosperity achieved from foreign trade. A number of copper-plates, charters
and inscriptions testify to the high importance given to trade guilds. The intimate relations of the Chera rulers and their
feudatories with Jewish and Christian merchants are seen in Cochin Jewish Copper Plate (c. 1000 CE) and Tharisa Palli
Copper Plates (c. 849 CE).
The rulers of Venad owed their importance to exchange of spices and other products with the Middle Eastern and Chinese
merchants. Venetian adventurer Marco Polo claimed to have visited Venad capital Kollam, a major centre of commerce and
trade with East and West Asia. European colonisers arrived at Kollam in the late fifteenth century, primarily in pursuit of the
Indian spices and textiles. In the Venad royal family, like in most other royal houses in Kerala, the law of succession followed
was based on matrilineal inheritance. The eldest son of the sister of the ruling king, not his own son, had the legal right to
ascend the throne after the death of the king.
In the modern period, the rulers of Venad paid an annual tribute to the rulers of Madurai. By this time, the old state of
Venad was divided into several autonomous collateral branches such as Trippappoor (Travancore), Elayadathu,
(Kottarakara), Desinganad (Kollam), and Peraka Thavazhi (Nedumangad). In the 18th century, Marthanda Varma (1706–
1758), of Trippappoor (Travancore), successfully developed the state of Travancore. Varma routed all the major Nair nobles
in Travancore, organised a standing army, defeated most of the chiefdoms in central Kerala, entered into strategic alliances
with Europeans, supported Kerala traders in the place of the Europeans, and eventually formed one of the first modern
states of southern India. In the modern period the rulers of Travacore also claimed the title "Chera".

The name Kerala has an uncertain etymology. One popular theory derives Kerala from Kera ("coconut
tree" in Malayalam) and alam ("land"); thus "land of coconuts", which is a nickname for the state,

used by locals, due to abundance of coconut trees. The word Kerala is first recorded as Keralaputra in
a 3rd-century BCE rock inscription left by the Maurya emperor Ashoka (274–237 BCE), one of his
edicts pertaining to welfare. The inscription refers to the local ruler as Keralaputra (Sanskrit for "son
of Kerala"); or "son of Chera[s]". This contradicts the theory that Kera is from "coconut tree". At that
time, one of three states in the region was called Cheralam in Classical Tamil: Chera and Kera are
variants of the same word. The word Cheral refers to the oldest known dynasty of Kerala kings and is
derived from the Proto-Tamil-Malayalam word for "lake".

The earliest Sanskrit text to mention Kerala is the Aitareya Aranyaka of the Rigveda. Kerala is also
mentioned in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, the two Hindu epics. The Skanda Purana
mentions the ecclesiastical office of the Thachudaya Kaimal who is referred to as Manikkam Keralar,
synonymous with the deity of the Koodalmanikyam temple. Keralam may stem from the Classical
Tamil cherive-alam ("declivity of a hill or a mountain slope") or chera alam ("Land of the Cheras").
The Greco-Roman trade map Periplus Maris Erythraei refers to Keralaputra as Celobotra.

According to Tamil classic Purananuru, Chera king Senkuttuvan conquered the lands between
Kanyakumari and the Himalayas. Lacking worthy enemies, he besieged the sea by throwing his spear
into it. According to the 17th century Malayalam work Keralolpathi, the lands of Kerala were
recovered from the sea by the axe-wielding warrior sage Parasurama, the sixth avatar of Vishnu
(hence, Kerala is also called Parasurama Kshetram ("The Land of Parasurama"). Parasurama threw his
axe across the sea, and the water receded as far as it reached. According to legend, this new area of
land extended from Gokarna to Kanyakumari. The land which rose from sea was filled with salt and
unsuitable for habitation; so Parasurama invoked the Snake King Vasuki, who spat holy poison and
converted the soil into fertile lush green land. Out of respect, Vasuki and all snakes were appointed
as protectors and guardians of the land. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar theorised, that Senkuttuvan may have
been inspired by the Parasurama legend, which was brought by early Aryan settlers.
Another much earlier Puranic character associated with Kerala is Mahabali, an Asura and a
prototypical just king, who ruled the earth from Kerala.

He won the war against the Devas, driving them into exile. The Devas pleaded before Lord Vishnu,
who took his fifth incarnation as Vamana and pushed Mahabali down to Patala (the netherworld) to
placate the Devas. There is a belief that, once a year during the Onam festival, Mahabali returns to
Kerala. The Matsya Purana, among the oldest of the Puranas, uses the Malaya Mountains of Kerala
(and Tamil Nadu) as the setting for the story of Matsya, the first incarnation of Vishnu, and Manu,
the first man and the king of the region.
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A substantial portion of Kerala may have been under the sea in ancient times. Marine fossils have
been found in an area near Changanacherry, thus supporting the hypothesis. Pre-historical
archaeological findings include dolmens of the Neolithic era in the Marayur area of the Idukki district.
They are locally known as "muniyara", derived from muni (hermit or sage) and ara (dolmen). Rock
engravings in the Edakkal Caves, in Wayanad date back to the Neolithic era around 6000 BCE.
Archaeological studies have identified Mesolithic, Neolithic and Megalithic sites in Kerala. The studies
point to the development of ancient Kerala society and its culture beginning from the Paleolithic Age,
through the Mesolithic, Neolithic and Megalithic Ages. Foreign cultural contacts have assisted this
cultural formation; historians suggest a possible relationship with Indus Valley Civilization during the
late Bronze Age and early Iron Age.
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Kerala has been a major spice exporter since 3000 BCE, according to Sumerian records and it is still
referred to as the "Garden of Spices" or as the "Spice Garden of India". Kerala's spices attracted
ancient Babylonians, Assyrians and Egyptians to the Malabar Coast in the 3rd and 2nd millennia BCE.
Phoenicians established trade with Kerala during this period. The Land of Keralaputra was one of the
four independent kingdoms in southern India during Ashoka's time, the others being Chola, Pandya,
and Satiyaputra. Scholars hold that Keralaputra is an alternate name of the Cheras, the first dominant
dynasty based in Kerala. These territories once shared a common language and culture, within an
area known as Tamilakam. Along with the Ay kingdom in the south and the Ezhimala kingdom in the
north, the Cheras formed the ruling kingdoms of Kerala in the early years of the Common Era (CE). It
is noted in Sangam literature that the Chera king Uthiyan Cheralathan ruled most of modern Kerala
from his capital in Kuttanad, and controlled the port of Muziris, but its southern tip was in the
kingdom of Pandyas, which had a trading port sometimes identified in ancient Western sources as
Nelcynda (or Neacyndi) in Quilon. The lesser known Ays and Mushikas kingdoms lay to the south and
north of the Chera regions respectively.
In the last centuries BCE the coast became important to the Greeks and Romans for its spices,
especially black pepper. The Cheras had trading links with China, West Asia, Egypt, Greece, and the
Roman Empire. In foreign-trade circles the region was known as Male or Malabar. Muziris, Berkarai,
and Nelcynda were among the principal ports at that time. The value of Rome's annual trade with the
region was estimated at around 50,000,000 sesterces; contemporary Sangam literature describes
Roman ships coming to Muziris in Kerala, laden with gold to exchange for peper. One of the earliest
western traders to use the monsoon winds to reach Kerala was Eudoxus of Cyzicus, around 118 or
166 BCE, under the patronage of Ptolemy VIII, king of the Hellenistic Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt.
Roman establishments in the port cities of the region, such as a temple of Augustus and barracks for
garrisoned Roman soldiers, are marked in the Tabula Peutingeriana; the only surviving map of the
Roman cursus publicus.
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Merchants from West Asia and Southern Europe established coastal posts and settlements in Kerala.
The Jewish connection with Kerala started in 573 BCE. Arabs also had trade links with Kerala, starting
before the 4th century BCE, as Herodotus (484–413 BCE) noted that goods brought by Arabs from
Kerala were sold to the Jews at Eden. Israelis intermarried with local (Cheras Dravidian) people,
resulting in formation of the Mappila community. In the 4th century, some Christians also migrated
from Persia and joined the early Syriac Christian community who trace their origins to the
evangelistic activity of Thomas the Apostle in the 1st century. Mappila (Semitic) was an honorific title
that had been assigned to respected visitors from abroad; Israelite(Jewish), Syrian (Aramaic)
Christian, and Muslim immigration account for later names of the respective communities: Juda
Mappilas, Nasrani Mappilas, and Muslim Mappilas. The earliest Saint Thomas Christian Churches,
Cheraman Juma Masjid (629 CE)—the first mosque of India and Paradesi Synagogue (1568 CE)—the
oldest active synagogue in the Commonwealth of Nations—were built in Kerala.

A second Chera Kingdom (c. 800–1102), also known as Kulasekhara dynasty of Mahodayapuram
(present-day Kodungallur), was established by Kulasekhara Varman, which ruled over a territory
comprising the whole of modern Kerala and a smaller part of modern Tamil Nadu. During the early
part of the Kulasekara period, the southern region from Nagercoil to Thiruvalla was ruled by Ay kings,
who lost their power in the 10th century, making the region a part of the Kulasekara empire. Under
Kulasekhara rule, Kerala witnessed a developing period of art, literature, trade and the Bhakti
movement of Hinduism. A Keralite identity, distinct from the Tamils, became linguistically separate
during this period around the seventh century. For local administration, the empire was divided into
provinces under the rule of Naduvazhis, with each province comprising a number of Desams under
the control of chieftains, called as Desavazhis.

The inhibitions, caused by a series of Chera-Chola wars in the 11th century, resulted in the decline of
foreign trade in Kerala ports. In addition, Portuguese invasions in the 15th century caused two major
religion Buddhism and Jainism to disappear from the land. It is known that the Menons in the
Malabar region of Kerala were originally strong believers of Jainism. The social system became
fractured with divisions on caste lines. Finally, the Kulasekhara dynasty was subjugated in 1102 by
the combined attack of Later Pandyas and Later Cholas. However, in the 14th century, Ravi Varma
Kulashekhara (1299–1314) of the southern Venad kingdom was able to establish a short-lived
supremacy over southern India. After his death, in the absence of a strong central power, the state
was divided into thirty small warring principalities; the most powerful of them were the kingdom of
Samuthiri in the north, Venad in the south and Kochi in the middle. In the 18th Century, Travancore
King Sree Anizham Thirunal Marthanda Varma annexed all the kingdoms up to Northern Kerala
through military conquests, resulting in the rise of Travancore to pre-eminence in Kerala. The Kochi
ruler sued for peace with Anizham Thirunal and Malabar came under direct British rule until India
became independent.
The maritime spice trade monopoly in the Indian Ocean (Indu Maha Samundr) stayed with the Arabs
during the High and Late Middle Ages. However, the dominance of Middle East traders was
challenged in the European Age of Discovery. After Vasco Da Gama's arrival in Kappad Kozhikode in
1498, the Portuguese began to dominate eastern shipping, and the spice-trade in particular. The
Zamorin of Kozhikode permitted the new visitors to trade with his subjects such that Portuguese

trade in Kozhikode prospered with the establishment of a factory and a fort. However, Portuguese
attacks on Arab properties in his jurisdiction provoked the Zamorin and led to conflicts between
them. The Portuguese took advantage of the rivalry between the Zamorin and the King of Kochi allied
with Kochi. When Francisco de Almeida was appointed as Viceroy of Portuguese India in 1505, his
headquarters was established at Fort Kochi (Fort Emmanuel) rather than in Kozhikode. During his
reign, the Portuguese managed to dominate relations with Kochi and established a few fortresses on
the Malabar Coast. Fort St Angelo or St. Angelo Fort was built in 1505 by the Portuguese in Kannur.
However, the Portuguese suffered setbacks from attacks by Zamorin forces; especially from naval
attacks under the leadership Kozhikode admirals known as Kunjali Marakkars, which compelled them
to seek a treaty. In 1571, the Portuguese were defeated by the Zamorin forces in the battle at
Chaliyam fort.

The Portuguese were ousted by the Dutch East India Company, who during the conflicts between the
Kozhikode and the Kochi, gained control of the trade. The Dutch in turn were weakened by constant
battles with Marthanda Varma of the Travancore Royal Family, and were defeated at the Battle of
Colachel in 1741. An agreement, known as "Treaty of Mavelikkara", was signed by the Dutch and
Travancore in 1753, according to which the Dutch were compelled to detach from all political
involvement in the region. Marthanda Varma annexed northern kingdoms through military
conquests, resulting in the rise of Travancore to a position of preeminence in Kerala.
In 1766, Hyder Ali, the ruler of Mysore invaded northern Kerala. His son and successor, Tipu Sultan,
launched campaigns against the expanding British East India Company, resulting in two of the four
Anglo-Mysore Wars. Tipu ultimately ceded the Malabar District and South Kanara to the company in
the 1790s; both were annexed to the Madras Presidency of British India in 1792. The company forged
tributary alliances with Kochi in 1791 and Travancore in 1795. By the end of 18th century, the whole
of Kerala fell under the control of the British, either administered directly or under suzerainty. There
were major revolts in Kerala during the independence movement in the 20th century; most notable
among them is the 1921 Malabar Rebellion and the social struggles in Travancore. In the Malabar
Rebellion, Mappila Muslims of Malabar rioted against Hindu zamindars and the British Raj. Some
social struggles against caste inequalities also erupted in the early decades of 20th century, leading
to the 1936 Temple Entry Proclamation that opened Hindu temples in Travancore to all castes.
After India was partitioned in 1947 into India and Pakistan, Travancore and Kochi, part of the Union
of India were merged on 1 July 1949 to form Travancore-Cochin. On 1 November 1956, the taluk of
Kasargod in the South Kanara district of Madras, the Malabar district of Madras, and TravancoreCochin, without four southern taluks (which joined Tamil Nadu), merged to form the state of Kerala
under the States Reorganisation Act. A Communist-led government under E. M. S. Namboodiripad
resulted from the first elections for the new Kerala Legislative Assembly in 1957. It was one of the
earliest elected Communist governments, after Communist success in the 1945 elections in the
Republic of San Marino. His government helped distribute land and implement educational reforms.

Kottayam
one of the main centers of literature and hence called Akshara Nagari or Land of Letters. Many of the
first Malayalam dailies like Deepika, Malayala Manorama, Mangalam were started and are
headquartered in Kottayam.Headquarters of The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church is also situated
at Devalokam, Kottayam. During the British period, various missionaries, the Christian churches and
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara himself established many schools, colleges and other educational
institutions in and around the city. Kottayam city is also known as Chuvarchithra Nagari (City of
Murals

The royal house of the Thekkumkoor ruler were protected by a fort called Thaliyilkotta. It is believed
that the name Kottayam is derived from a combination of the Malayalam words kotta which means
fort (Thalitilkotta) and akam which means inside combining it become kottaykkakam. It can be
translated as "the interior of the fort".
From the beginning of the ninth century AD, the history of Thekkumkoor and of Kottayam are
virtually indistinguishable. Kottayam then was a part of Vempolinad, an area in the Kulashekara
Empire(800 – 1102 AD). By about 1100 AD, the Kingdom of Vempolinad had split into the Kingdoms
of Thekkumkur and Vadakkumkur. After their separation, Thekkumkur became an independent
kingdom, while Vedakkumkur became a vassal of Cochin.
The royal house originally situated in Vennimala in Kottayam. It was protected by a fort known as
Thaliyilkotta and as a result the locality came to be known in the same name as the fort. On a later
stage, Thekkumkoor kings shifted their headquarters to Nattassery near Kumaranallore at the
outskirts of Kottayam town. It is also believed that the Thekkumkoor family ruled Kottayam from
Thazhathangadi.

Later, the Portuguese and the Dutch established trade relations with both these kingdoms, dealing in
black pepper and other spices.
After the subjugation of the Dutch by Travancore in 1742, military operations of Marthanda Varma
progressed against the northern neighbouring kingdoms including Thekkumkoor. Though
Thekkumkoor allied with Chempakassery and Vadakkumkoor to protect the kingdom, all of them

were finally annexed to Travancore. Another source states that the ruler of Thekkumkur had sided
first with the Kingdom of Kayamkulam and then with the principality of Ambalapuzha against
Travancore under Marthanda Varma. After the fall of Ambalapuzha, and as the ruler of
Thekkumkoorr refused to come to terms with Travancore, his capital city was taken on 11 September
in 1750 by Ramayyan Dalawa, the general and prime minister of Marthanda Varma and the state was
annexed to Travancore in 1753.

During British rule in India, Kottayam remained a part of the Princely State of Travancore.
There existed no institution in the princely state of Travancore before the 1800s. The Church
Missionary Society of England established the CMS College the first college in India. Rev.Benjamin
Bailey was the first principal of the CMS College, as it was then known, and the government of India
welcomed the college as "a place of general education hence any demands of the state for officers to
fill all departments of public service would be met"
Kottayam has played its role in all the political agitations of modern times. The 'Malayali Memorial '
agitation may be said to have had its origin in Kottayam.

Thekkumkoor (also transliterated as Thekkumkur or Thekkumcore) was a small independent
kingdom that existed before 1750 in the southern part of Kerala, India. The literal meaning of the
title is the southern regent and the attribute southern distinguished them from another kingdom
known as Vadakkumkoor (northern regent) which bordered it in the northern side. The royal
household, Thekkumkoor Kovilakam, were at Neeraazi Kottaram, near Kavil Bhagavathi temple,
Pizhavathil of Changanasseri, Vennimala near Puthuppally and Thaliyilkotta near Thazhathangadi in
Kottayam. Many mistake Laxmipuram Palace, in Pizhavathil as the royal residence of Thekkumkoor
kings. But Lakshmipuram palace was built after the last Thekkumkoor kingdom was conquered by the
Marthanda Varma, the king of Venad in 1750. This was for accommodating the fleeing Parppanaattu
royals from Malabar during the raid of Tipu Sultan.
The ruler of Thekkumkur had sided first with the Kingdom of Kayamkulam and then with the
principality of Ambalapuzha against Travancore under Marthanda Varma. After the fall of

Ambalapuzha, and as the ruler of Thekkumkoorr refused to come to terms with Travancore, his
capital city was take ,1750 by Ramayyan Dalawa, the general and prime minister of Marthanda
Varma and the state was annexed to Travancore in 1753.
The details of the battle are described in the 'History of Travancore From The Earliest Times' by P.
Shankunni Menon, erstwhile Diwan Peshkar (a rank equivalent to Deputy Prime Minister) of the
Travancore State and father of another noted historian K. P. Padmanabha Menon.

Map of Ganges

From the beginning of the ninth century AD, the history of Thekkumkoor and of Kottayam are
virtually indistinguishable. Kottayam then was a part of Vempolinad, an area in the Kulasekhara
Empire (800 – 1102 AD). By about 1100 AD, the Kingdom of Vempolinad had split into the Kingdoms
of Thekkumkur and Vadakkumkur. After their separation, Thekkumkur became an independent
kingdom, while Vedakkumkur became a vassal of Cochin.
The royal house originally situated in Vennimala in Kottayam. It was protected by a fort known as
Thaliyilkotta and as a result the locality came to be known in the same name as the fort. On a later
stage, Tekkumkoor kings shifted their headquarters to Nattassery(Near Kumaranalloor) at the
outskirts of Kottayam town. The Royal family members are now staying at Nattassery; now this
Palace are visible with several ancient Nalukett & new houses constructed by current family
members in close compounds of Edathil Bhagavathy Temple.
Later, the Portuguese and the Dutch established trade relations with both these kingdoms, dealing in
black pepper and other spices.

After the subjugation of the Dutch by Travancore in 1742, military operations of Marthanda Varma
progressed against the northern neighbouring kingdoms including Thekkumkoor. Though
Thekkumkoor allied with Chempakassery and Vadakkumkoor to protect the kingdom, all of them
were finally annexed to Travancore.
Towards the end, the Thekkumkure Royal Family only controlled the small area of Kovilakam of
Kolathu Kara Kozhanchery.

Edathil Bhagavathy is the paradevatha of the Thekkumcore Royal Family. The main pūjā is performed
on Medam 18 (which usually it falls on May 1) every year. The pūjās are performed by the thandri
from surya Kaladi Mana. There will be a thrikala pūjā (meaning pūjās in the morning, noon &
evening) on this day. It is a day for family get-togethers as well.

Daily pūjās are performed by the Vadakkummal family. Vadakkummal Vikraman Namboodiri is the
current main priest. The last day ceremony of the Kumaranallor Temple Ulsavam, the ārāttu (the day
after the Thrikkarthika) is performed at the Meenachil River which is close to the Edathil Temple (2
km away from Kumaranalloor Devi Temple). The ārāttu is performed near the Edathil Bhagavathi
Temple once every year since Kumaranalloor Bhagavathi comes to see her sister the Edathil
Bhagavathi. During the month of January Bhagavata Purana Sapthaham with Bhagavathom Moolam
is conducted every year.
Odanad also known as Onattukara, Onad, Kayamkulam, Kallikoilon and Chirava Svaroopa was a feudal state in late medieval
Kerala. It was established in the 11th century, and disestablished in 1746 when it became part of Travancore after Venad
King Marthanda Varma's northern expedition. At the time of its dissolution, it was composed of the present-day taluks of
Mavelikkara, Karthikapally, Chenganur in the Alappuzha district and Karunagapally in the Kollam district. In the 15th
century, the capital of Odanad was moved from Kandiyoor-Muttom, Mavelikkara to Eruva and Krishnapuram, near
Kayamkulam, which led to the state being called Kayamkulam. After this shift, Kayamkulam became the commercial centre
of Odanad, while Mavelikkara remained its cultural centre. Odanad was controlled by Nair lords, among whom the ruler of
Kayamkulam was the most prominent.

Today, the region is better known as Onattukara, the name used for one of the many revenue villages included in the
Mavelikkara taluk. The Sri Krishna Swamy Temple in Eruva, located two kilometres north of Kayamkulam, is one of the
prominent establishments in Onattukara.
The word Odanad is a transliteration of the Malayalam word ōṭānāṭŭ, which is a portmanteau of ōṭā, meaning boat, and
nāṭŭ, meaning land, so Odanad means the land of boats. An alternative hypothesis is that the first part of the word derives
from ōṭāmuḷa, meaning bamboo, and that Odanad means the land of bamboo. Kerala Varma Valiya Koil Thampuran's
Sanskrit work Mayura Sandesam describes Odanad as the land of vines.
Mavelikkara, the capital of Odanad, is associated with Maveli, the central figure in the festival of Onam. The state was
hence known as Onattukara, which translates to the land of Onam.
The state was metonymically referred to as Kayamkulam after the capital was moved to the city of Kayamkulam.
Copper plate inscriptions in Thiruvalla, dated to the 11th century, mention Odanad and Mattom, then its capital. These
inscriptions, along with the Unnuneeli Sandesam, also note the significance of Chennithala whips in Odanad.

Most of the records of the rulers of Odanad come from the temple records of the Kandiyoor Sree Mahadeva Temple.
In 1743, Odanad was bordered by the feudal states of Pandalam, Thekkumkur, Elayadath, Vadakkumkur, Purakkad and
Thrikkunnapuzha, according to records left by Julius Valentin van Gollenesse, Commander of Dutch Malabar at the time.
Odanad was demarcated from Vadakkumkur by the southern road from the Kandiyoor Sree Mahadeva Temple, which
formed Odanad's western border with Madathumkur. The eastern half of the temple was under the jurisdiction of
Vadakkumkur, while the western half was in Odanad.

Following the annexation of Quilon by King Marthanda Varma of the newly established Kingdom of Travancore, Odanad
organised a confederacy to liberate Quilon and restore its ruler. The Northern Alliance of Odanad, Purakkad, Vadakkumkur,
and Cochin succeeded in retaking Quilon and restoring its ruler. When the ruler of Quilon died in 1734, Odanad claimed the
territory by virtue of adoption and immediately took possession of it. Travancore still claimed Quilon for itself and war
broke out in 1739. The Queen of Elayadath, restored by the Dutch Empire, attacked Travancore from the east, while
Odanad moved in from the north and the Dutch landed in the south. Travancore made quick work of the untrained levies of
Elayadath and, turning south, inflicted a crushing defeat on the Dutch in the Battle of Colachel. After failing to hold the
Kilimanoor Fort in 1742, the forces of Odanad were chased back to the walls of their capital. The defeated ruler signed a
separate peace agreement, the Treaty of Mannar, according to which Odanad became a tributary of Travancore and ceded
it more than half of its territories.
By 1746, Odanad had been persuaded by the Dutch to take up the leadership of a new confederation which included
Chembakassery, Thekkumkur and Purakkad. In this fourth war between the states, Odanad was again defeated and its
territories finally annexed to Travancore.

The Chettikulangara Devi Temple in Chettikulangara, Mavelikkara is dedicated to the Hindu goddess Chettikulangara Amma,
who is considered as the mother goddess of Onattukara. It is believed to have been consecrated by Padmapadacharyar, a
disciple of Adi Shankara, on the Uthrattathi day of Makara month in AD 823. The goddess worshipped here is believed to
have been a family deity, and later emerged as the village and then the regional deity. Local historians oppose the
argument that the temple is not as ancient as the nearby Kandiyoor Sree Mahadeva Temple or Mavelikkara Krishna Swamy
Temple and Kannamangalam Mahadeva Temple as it had not been mentioned in the Unnuneeli Sandesam. written in the
14th century. Also, there is no mentioning of the temple in the British survey records. According to late Kandiyoor
Mahadeva Shasthri, Samudra Bandhan, a leading courtier of Ravi Varman, an ancient King of Venad had visited this temple
and wrote poems on Bhagavathi. They also hold that Aadithya Kulasekharan, the King of Venad (1374 to 1389) had also
visited the Chettkulangara temple.
The mythology surrounding the temple has it that after Parasurama created Kerala. He had established 108 Durga temples,
108 Shiva temples, numerous Sastha temples, besides 108 Kalaris (place to learn traditional martial arts in front of the

deity), Shakthi Kendras and five Ambalayas, one of which was Jagadambika of Chettikulangara, the Goddess of Odanad. The
myth behind the temple's origin is related to clash between local landlords and it is clearly mentioned in the kuthiyotta
pattu. The actual paradevatha dtas built by Kayamkulam Rajas (king). Lord Krishna is the Aradhana Moorthy (worship) of
kayamkulam rajas. Makaram Festival one of the largest festivals in middle travencore. This festival is celebrated in 10 days
(ulsavam). The seventh and eighth days festivals are very important. 7-ulsavam celebrated in temple's west region
(padinjare kara) and 8-ulsavam celebrated in temple's east region (kizhakke kara). Eruva Sreekrishna's Arattukulam is one of
biggest ponds in middle kerala. The Valiya Kakkanadu Madom near to Eruva Sree Krishna swamy temple is famous for the
Gandharva temple, warriors who trained the military arts for odanadu army and army heads of King belonged to this family.
Durga, also identified as Adi Parashakti, Devī, Shakti, Parvati (primary form/name), Amba, Kali and by numerous other
names, is a principal and popular form of Hindu Goddess. She is the warrior goddess, whose mythology centers around
combating evils and demonic forces that threaten peace, prosperity and dharma of the good. She is the fierce form of the
protective mother goddess, willing to unleash her anger against wrong, violence for liberation and destruction to empower
creation.
Durga is also worshiped in the form of her nine epithets called Navadurga.
Durga is depicted in the Hindu pantheon as a Goddess riding a lion or tiger, with many arms each carrying a weapon, often
defeating Mahishasura (lit. buffalo demon).

She is a central deity in Shaktism tradition of Hinduism, where she is equated with the concept of ultimate reality called
Brahman. One of the most important texts of Shaktism is Devi Mahatmya, also known as Durgā Saptashatī, which
celebrates Durga as the goddess, declaring her as the supreme being and the creator of the universe. Estimated to have
been composed between 400 and 600 CE, this text is considered by Shakta Hindus to be as important a scripture as the
Bhagavad Gita. She has a significant following all over India, Bangladesh and Nepal, particularly in its eastern states such as
West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, Assam and Bihar. Durga is revered after spring and autumn harvests, especially during the
festival of Navratri.
The word Durga literally means "impassable", "invincible, unassailable". It is related to the word Durg which means
"fortress, something difficult to defeat or pass". According to Monier Monier-Williams, Durga is derived from the roots dur
(difficult) and gam (pass, go through). According to Alain Daniélou, Durga means "beyond defeat".
The word Durga, and related terms appear in the Vedic literature. A deity named Durgi appears in the Taittiriya Aranyaka.
While the Vedic literature uses the word Durga, the description therein lacks the legendary details about her that is found in
later Hindu literature.
The word is also found in ancient post-Vedic Sanskrit texts such as the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. These usages are in
different contexts. For example, Durg is the name of an Asura who had become invincible to gods, and Durga is the goddess
who intervenes and slays him. Durga as a demon-slaying goddess was likely well established by the time the classic Hindu
text called Devi Mahatmya was composed, which scholars variously estimate to between 400 and 600 CE. The Devi
Mahatmya and other mythologies describe the nature of demonic forces symbolised by Mahishasura as shape-shifting and
adapting in nature, form and strategy to create difficulties and achieve their evil ends, while Durga calmly understands and
counters the evil in order to achieve her solemn goals.
There are many epithets for Durga in Shaktism and her nine appellations are (Navadurga): Shailaputri, Brahmacharini,
Chandraghanta, Kushmanda, Skandamata, Katyayini, Kaalratri, Mahagauri and Siddhidatri. A list of 108 names of the
goddess are recited in order to worship her and is popularly known as the "Ashtottarshat Namavali of Goddess Durga".
One of the earliest evidence of reverence for Devi – the feminine nature of God, appears in the Rig Veda. This hymn is also
called the Devi Suktam hymn
I am the Queen, the gatherer-up of treasures, most thoughtful, first of those who merit worship.
Thus gods have established me in many places with many homes to enter and abide in.

Through me alone all eat the food that feeds them, – each man who sees, breathes, hears the word outspoken.
They know it not, yet I reside in the essence of the Universe. Hear, one and all, the truth as I declare it.
I, verily, myself announce and utter the word that gods and men alike shall welcome.
I make the man I love exceedingly mighty, make him nourished, a sage, and one who knows Brahman.
I bend the bow for Rudra [Shiva], that his arrow may strike, and slay the hater of devotion.
I rouse and order battle for the people, I created Earth and Heaven and reside as their Inner Controller.
On the world's summit I bring forth sky the Father: my home is in the waters, in the ocean as Mother.
Thence I pervade all existing creatures, as their Inner Supreme Self, and manifest them with my body.
I created all worlds at my will, without any higher being, and permeate and dwell within them.
The eternal and infinite consciousness is I, it is my greatness dwelling in everything.

Artwork depicting the "Goddess Durga Slaying the Buffalo demon Mahishasura" scene of Devi Mahatmya, is found all over
India, Nepal and southeast Asia.

A Durga puja; an image of Durga being carried in a procession, Murshidabad, ca.1800 / Chandragupta II, gold dinar, c. 375-414, Lakshmi
(Durga?) seated facing on couchant lion left, holding diadem and long-stemmed lotus,

Devi's epithets synonymous with Durga appear in Upanishadic literature, such as Kali in verse 1.2.4 of the Mundaka
Upanishad dated to about the 5th century BCE. This single mention describes Kali as "terrible yet swift as thought", very red
and smoky colored manifestation of the divine with a fire-like flickering tongue, before the text begins presenting its thesis
that one must seek self-knowledge and the knowledge of the eternal Brahman.
Durga, in her various forms, appears as an independent deity in the Epics period of ancient India, that is the centuries
around the start of the common era. Both Yudhisthira and Arjuna characters of the Mahabharata invoke hymns to Durga.
She appears in Harivamsa in the form of Vishnu's eulogy, and in Pradyumna prayer. Various Puranas from the early to late
1st millennium CE dedicate chapters of inconsistent mythologies associated with Durga. Of these, the Markandeya Purana
and the Devi-Bhagavata Purana are the most significant texts on Durga. The Devi Upanishad and other Shakta Upanishads,
mostly dated to have been composed in or after the 9th century, present the philosophical and mystical speculations related
to Durga as Devi and other epithets, identifying her to be the same as the Brahman and Atman (self, soul).
The historian Ramaprasad Chanda stated in 1916 that Durga evolved over time in the Indian subcontinent. A primitive form
of Durga, according to Chanda, was the result of "syncretism of a mountain-goddess worshiped by the dwellers of the
Himalaya and the Vindhyas", a deity of the Abhiras conceptualized as a war-goddess. Durga then transformed into Kali as
the personification of the all-destroying time, while aspects of her emerged as the primordial energy (Adya Sakti) integrated
into the samsara (cycle of rebirths) concept and this idea was built on the foundation of the Vedic religion, mythology and
philosophy.

Epigraphical evidence indicates that regardless of her origins, Durga is an ancient goddess. The 6th-century CE inscriptions in
early Siddhamatrika script, such as at the Nagarjuni hill cave during the Maukhari era, already mention the legend of her
victory over Mahishasura (buffalo-hybrid demon).

Originally she is Adi Parashakti, present before creation and after destruction of the entire universe. She is the ultimate
energy but to defeat the Asura Mahishasura all the gods invoked her and as she was present in the form of shakti in all the
gods, so she manifested herself from the three gods Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and the other gods. Thus her manifested
form was born/emerged from the gods to end the torture of Asura Mahishasura. She was gifted with different weapons,
ornaments, valuable clothes and gold jewelleries with precious stones and a lion as her mount before going for the war.
European traders and colonial era references.
Some early European accounts refer to a deity known as Deumus, Demus or Deumo. Western (Portuguese) sailors first came
face to face with the murti of Deumus at Calicut on the Malabar Coast and they concluded it to be the deity of Calicut.
Deumus is sometimes interpreted as an aspect of Durga in Hindu mythology and sometimes as deva. It is described that the
ruler of Calicut (Zamorin) had a murti of Deumus in his temple inside his royal palace.

Durga on her lion slays the buffalo and extracts the demon king

Durga has been a warrior goddess, and she is depicted to express her martial skills. Her iconography typically resonates with
these attributes, where she rides a lion or a tiger, has between eight and eighteen hands, each holding a weapon to destroy
and create. She is often shown in the midst of her war with Mahishasura, the buffalo demon at the time she victoriously kills
the demonic force. Her icon shows her in action, yet her face is calm and serene. In Hindu arts, this tranquil attribute of
Durga's face is traditionally derived from the belief that she is protective and violent not because of her hatred, egotism or
getting pleasure in violence, but because she acts out of necessity, for the love of the good, for liberation of those who
depend on her, and a mark of the beginning of soul's journey to creative freedom.
Durga traditionally holds the weapons of various male gods of Hindu mythology, which they give her to fight the evil forces
because they feel that she is the shakti (energy, power). These include chakra, conch, bow, arrow, sword, javelin, shield, and
a noose. These weapons are considered symbolic by Shakta Hindus, representing self-discipline, selfless service to others,
self-examination, prayer, devotion, remembering her mantras, cheerfulness and meditation. Durga herself is viewed as the
"Self" within and the divine mother of all creation. She has been revered by warriors, blessing their new weapons. Durga
iconography has been flexible in the Hindu traditions, where for example some intellectuals place a pen or other writing
implements in her hand since they consider their stylus as their weapon.
Archeological discoveries suggest that these iconographic features of Durga became common throughout India by about the
4th century CE, states David Kinsley – a professor of religious studies specializing on Hindu goddesses. Durga iconography in
some temples appears as part of Mahavidyas or Saptamatrkas (seven mothers considered forms o Durga). Her icons in
major Hindu temples such as in Varanasi include relief artworks that show scenes from the Devi Mahatmya.

Durga appears in Hindu mythology in numerous forms and names, but ultimately all these are different aspects and
manifestations of one goddess. She is imagined to be terrifying and destructive when she has to be, but benevolent and
nurturing when she needs to be. While anthropomorphic icons of her, such as those showing her riding a lion and holding
weapons are common, the Hindu traditions use aniconic forms and geometric designs (yantra) to remember and revere
what she symbolizes.
Durga is worshipped in Hindu temples across India and Nepal by Shakta Hindus. Her temples, worship and festivals are
particularly popular in eastern and northeastern parts of Indian subcontinent during Durga puja, Dashain and Navaratri

As per Markandya Puran, Durga puja can be performed either for 9 days or 4 days (last four in sequence). The four-day-long
Durga Puja is a major annual festival in Bengal, Odisha, Assam, Jharkhand and Bihar. It is scheduled per the Hindu luni-solar
calendar in the month of Ashvin, and typically falls in September or October. Since it is celebrated during Sharad
(literally,season of weeds), it is called as Sharadiya Durga Puja or Akal-Bodhan to differentiate it from the one celebrated
originally in spring. The festival is celebrated by communities by making special colorful images of Durga out of clay,
recitations of Devi Mahatmya text, prayers and revelry for nine days, after which it is taken out in procession with singing
and dancing, then immersed in water. The Durga puja is an occasion of major private and public festivities in the eastern
and northeastern states of India.
The day of Durga's victory is celebrated as Vijayadashami (Bijoya in Bengali), Dashain (Nepali) or Dussehra (in Hindi) – these
words literally mean "the victory on the Tenth (day)".
This festival is an old tradition of Hinduism, though it is unclear how and in which century the festival began. Surviving
manuscripts from the 14th century provide guidelines for Durga puja, while historical records suggest royalty and wealthy
families were sponsoring major Durga puja public festivities since at least the 16th century. The 11th or 12th century Jainism
text Yasatilaka by Somadeva mentions a festival and annual dates dedicated to a warrior goddess, celebrated by the king
and his armed forces, and the description mirrors attributes of a Durga puja.

The prominence of Durga puja increased during the British Raj in Bengal. After the Hindu reformists identified Durga with
India, she became an icon for the Indian independence movement.
In Nepal, the festival dedicated to Durga is called Dashain (sometimes spelled as Dasain), which literally means "the ten".
Dashain is the longest national holiday of Nepal, and is a public holiday in Sikkim and Bhutan. During Dashain, Durga is
worshipped in ten forms (Shailaputri, Brahmacharini, Chandraghanta, Kushmanda, Skandamata, Katyayani, Kalaratri,
Mahagauri, Mahakali and Durga) with one form for each day in Nepal. The festival includes animal sacrifice in some
communities, as well as the purchase of new clothes and gift giving. Traditionally, the festival is celebrated over 15 days, the
first nine-day are spent by the faithful by remembering Durga and her ideas, the tenth day marks Durga's victory over
Mahisura, and the last five days celebrate the victory of good over evil.

During the first nine days, nine aspects of Durga known as Navadurga are meditated upon, one by one during the nine-day
festival by devout Shakti worshippers. Durga Puja also includes the worship of Shiva, who is Durga's consort, in addition to
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Ganesha and Kartikeya, who are considered to be Durga's children. Some Shaktas worship Durga's
symbolism and presence as Mother Nature. In South India, especially Andhra Pradesh, Dussera Navaratri is also celebrated
and the goddess is dressed each day as a different Devi, all considered equivalent but another aspect of Durga.

In Bangladesh, the four-day-long Sharadiya Durga Puja is the most important religious festival for the Hindus and celebrated
across the country with Vijayadashami being a national holiday. In Sri Lanka, Durga in the form of Vaishnavi, bearing
Vishnu's iconographic symbolism is celebrated. This tradition has been continued by Sri Lankan diaspora.
The Buddhist goddess Palden Lhamo shares some attributes of Durga.

According to Hajime Nakamura, over its history, some Buddhist traditions adopted Vedic and Hindu ideas and symbols. For
example, the fierce Vajrayana Buddhist meditational deity Yamantaka, also known as Vajrabhairava, developed from the
pre-Buddhist god of death, Yama. The Tantric traditions of Buddhism included Durga and developed the idea further. In
Japanese Buddhism, she appears as Butsu-mo (sometimes called Koti-sri). In Tibet, the goddess Palden Lhamo is similar to
the protective and fierce Durga.
The Sacciya mata found in major medieval era Jain temples mirrors Durga, and she has been identified by Jainism scholars
to be the same or sharing a more ancient common lineage. In the Ellora Caves, the Jain temples feature Durga with her lion
mount. However, she is not shown as killing the buffalo demon in the Jain cave, but she is presented as a peaceful deity.
Durga is exalted as the divine in Dasam Granth, a sacred text of Sikhism that is traditionally attributed to Guru Gobind
Singh. According to Eleanor Nesbitt, this view has been challenged by Sikhs who consider Sikhism to be monotheistic, who
hold that a feminine form of Supreme and a reverence for Goddess is "unmistakably of Hindu character".
Archeological site excavations in Indonesia, particularly on the island of Java, have yielded numerous statues of Durga.
These have been dated to be from 6th century onwards. Of the numerous early to mid-medieval era Hindu deity stone
statues uncovered on Indonesian islands, at least 135 statues are of Durga. In parts of Java, she is known as Loro Jonggrang
(literally, "slender maiden").
In Cambodia, during its era of Hindu kings, Durga was popular and numerous sculptures of her have been found. However,
most differ from the Indian representation in one detail. The Cambodian Durga iconography shows her standing on top of
the cut buffalo demon head.
Durga statues have been discovered at stone temples and archeological sites in Vietnam, likely related to Champa or Cham
dynasty era.

Durga is a major goddess in Hinduism, and the inspiration of Durga Puja – a large annual festival particularly in the eastern
and northeastern states of India. Every village, town and city Goddess is her form (if not a form of Laxmi). Durga is
celebrated across North India commonly with the phrase 'Jay Mata Di'. She is worshiped as Kamakshi in Tamil Nadu. Major
cities like Mumbai (named after Mumba Devi-a name for Durga) and Kolkata (from Kalika, a major form of Durga) are
named after her.
One of the devotees of her form as Kali was Sri Ramakrishna who was the guru of Swami Vivekananda. He is the founder of
the Ramakrishna Mission.

Durga as the mother goddess is the inspiration behind the song Vande Mataram, written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee,
during Indian independence movement, later the official national song of India. Durga is present in Indian Nationalism
where Bharat Mata i.e. Mother India is viewed as a form of Durga. This is completely secular and keeping in line with the
ancient ideology of Durga as Mother and protector to Indians. She is present in pop culture and blockbuster Bollywood
movies like Jai Santoshi Maa. The Indian Army uses phrases like "Durga Mata ki Jai!" and "Kaali Mata ki Jai!". Any woman
who takes up a cause to fight for goodness and justice is said to have the spirit of Durga in her.

Europeans being entertained by dancers and musicians in a splendid Indian house during Durga puja dating from the 1830s-1840s.

The ancient temple at the place Evoor is in the Onattukara region. This temple had originated in the presence of Bhagavan
Sri Krishna himself.
This temple is one of the most important 26 Maha-Vishnu shrines in the world. The myth is linked to ‘Khandava-dahanam’
(burning of Khandava forest), described in ‘Mahabharata’. The remains of burnt trees being widely found here, confirm this.
Further evidence are, nearby Mannarassala and ‘Pandavarkavu’ temples.
The great Kanva Maharshi (one of the top 7 Rishis), had been living in this part of Onattukara. ‘Kannamangalam’ (Kanvamangalam) is nearby. His ‘Ashramam’ (hermitage) later became a temple. Evoor Krishnaswamy’s yearly ‘Arattu’ (ceremonial
bath) is held in this temple’s tank.
According to local mythology, Agni deva, the Hindu god of fire, had been suffering from a severe stomach ailment. As a
remedy, Lord Brahma advised him to consume the herb-rich Khandava Forest. The forest was home to serpent-king
Takshaka, a close friend of Lord Indra. Whenever Agni tried to consume the forest, Lord Indra’s thundershowers dutifully
extinguished the fire.
Agni appeared in the form of a brahmin to seek the help of Krishna and Arjuna, who were visiting the area. They set up a
fire to consume the forest. Maharshi Kanva arrived to save his ‘Archa Murti’. a four armed image of Vishnu. Krishna granted
a boon that the murti would not be harmed by fire. Soon, Agni started consuming Khandava Forest. Lord Indra used
thundershowers promptly but on Krishna’s advice, Arjuna constructed a canopy of arrows to prevent the rain from
disrupting Agni's consumption of the forest. Thus Agni’s ailment was cured.

As a sign of thankfulness, Agni sought permission to install that murti in a new temple there to facilitate worship. As
instructed by Krishna, Arjuna fired an arrow to determine the location. A new temple was soon consecrated where the
arrow had landed. Evoor is the shortened form of 'Eytha ooru', meaning the place from where the arrows were showered
to make the canopy of arrows. Krishna infused his divine power into the murti and Arjuna performed its first puja. A murti
of Bhootha Natha Swamy (Kiratha Murti form of Lord Siva), together with Yakshi Amma (Devi Parvati) were consecrated as
the sub-deities. The ancient trees roofing them are the survivors of Khandava Forest.

In the 1880s, the temple was destroyed in a fire. When the ‘Sree Kovil’ (sanctum sanctorum) was caught fire, so many
people tried to remove the Deity, but failed. At last, an old Brahmana-devotee of the adjacent house, after taking a dip in
the temple tank, entered the raging flames and brought out the Deity, safely.
Sri Moolam Thirunal, then king of Travancore, was in Kasi at that time. Appearing as a Brahmana-boy in his dream, Sri
Krishna asked the king to re-construct the Evoor temple. Immediately, the king returned home and constructed a huge
temple complex. It contained royal facilities such as security trenches atop the roof all around and underground drainage
network to discharge the ‘abhishka water’ from ‘Srikovil’ to adjacent temple tank.
The renowned ‘Tharananalloor Tantri‘ (whose ancestor had been brought to Kerala by Sri Parashurama) was appointed as
the traditional ‘Tantri’. Immense wealth (including lands and other assets) was arranged to ensure self-reliance. Also,
extensive neighbourhood facilities and all necessary infrastructure were put in place for the temple.
Evoor Bhagavan’s Deity is the unique Prayoga Chakra Prathishta. Live ‘Sudarshana Chakra’ in rear right hand; Panchjanya
Sankha in rear left hand; Butter in frontal right hand; and the frontal left hand is held on the hip as a mani-bandham.
Bhagavan is in a combative mood ready to release ‘Sudarshana Chakra’. He is the 72-year-old Sri Krishna at His peak glory
and power.
Vedic experts have confirmed the extremely rare divine presence of “Sri Chakra” on this deity. Consequently, “Rakthapushpanjali” is a special offering here which is unavailable in Vishnu temples elsewhere.
Evoor temple is popularly known as the “Guruvayoor of Onattukara”.

Mavelikkara was once a flourishing centre of Buddhist culture, and an ancient Buddha statue currently raised in
Mavelikkara town, at Buddha Junction in front of the Krishnaswamy temple, was excavated more by accident in the early
1900s from a paddy field near the Kandiyoor temple. It is possible that a lot more of the vanished Buddhist civilisation of
Onnattukara still lies buried in history, yet to be unearthed. Names of towns and villages in the Onattukara region carry the
palli suffix, which was common usage in Pāli, the language of Hinayana Buddhism. Karunagapalli, Karthikapalli, Pallickal,
Pallippuram, Puthupalli are examples of such historical and present names of places in the Onattukara region. The
Portuguese had a factory in Odanadu in the 16th century, but Odanad was the earliest ally of the Dutch in Malabar.

Kochi also known as Cochin
Called the Queen of the Arabian Sea, Kochi was an important spice trading centre on the west coast
of India from the 14th century onward, and maintained a trade network with Arab merchants from
the pre-Islamic era. Occupied by the Portuguese in 1503, Kochi was the first of the European colonies
in colonial India. It remained the main seat of Portuguese India until 1530, when Goa was chosen
instead. The city was later occupied by the Dutch and the British, with the Kingdom of Cochin
becoming a princely state.

Manuscript of the Devimahatmya (Story of the Great Goddess) Nepal, 1603 ca. / Durga Tempel Aihole, 1855

Ancient travellers and tradesmen referred to Kochi, variously alluding to it as Cocym, Cochym,
Cochin, and Kochi. The Cochin Jewish community called Cochin "Kogin" which is seen in the seal of
the synagogue owned by the community. The origin of the name "Kochi" is thought to be from the
Malayalam word kochu azhi, meaning 'small lagoon'. Yet another theory is that Kochi is derived from
the word Kaci, meaning "harbour". Accounts by Italian explorers Nicolo Conti (15th century), and Fra
Paoline in the 17th century say that it was called Kochchi, named after the river connecting the
backwaters to the sea. After the arrival of the Portuguese, and later the British, the name Cochin
stuck as the official appellation. The city reverted to a closer transliteration of its original Malayalam
name, Kochi, in 1996. This change in name was challenged by the city municipal corporation but
court later dismissed the plea.

Kochi was the centre of Indian spice trade for many centuries, and was known to the Yavanas (Greeks
and Romans) as well as Jews, Syrians, Arabs, and Chinese since ancient times. It rose to significance
as a trading centre after the port Muziris around Kodungallur (Cranganore) was destroyed by massive
flooding of Periyar in 1341. The earliest documented references to Kochi occur in books written by
Chinese voyager Ma Huan during his visit to Kochi in the 15th century as part of Admiral Zheng He's
treasure fleet. There are also references to Kochi in accounts written by Italian traveller Niccolò Da
Conti, who visited Kochi in 1440.
On the Malabar coast during the early 15th century, Calicut and Kochi were in an intense rivalry, so
the Ming dynasty of China decided to intervene by granting special status to Kochi and its ruler
known as Keyili to the Chinese. Calicut had been the dominant port-city in the region, but Kochi was
emerging as its main rival. For the fifth Ming treasure voyage, Admiral Zheng He was instructed to

confer a seal upon Keyili of Kochi and enfeoff a mountain in his kingdom as the Zhenguo Zhi Shan
Mountain Which Protects the Country.

Zheng He delivered a stone tablet, inscribed with a proclamation composed by the Yongle Emperor
himself, to Kochi. As long as Kochi remained under the protection of Ming China, the Zamorin of
Calicut was unable to invade Kochi and a military conflict was averted. The cessation of the Ming
treasure voyages consequently had negative results for Kochi, as the Zamorin of Calicut would
eventually launch an invasion against Kochi. In the late 15th century, the Zamorin occupied Kochi and
installed his representative as the king of the port-city.

According to many historians, the precursor state to Kingdom of Kochi came into existence in the
early 12th century, after the fall of the Chera Kingdom. The reign of the Kingdom was hereditary, and
the family that ruled over the region was known as the Perumpadappu Swaroopam in the local
vernacular.

City of Cochin

Portuguese navigator, Pedro Álvares Cabral founded the first European settlement in India at Kochi in
1500. From 1503 to 1663, Fort Kochi (Fort Emmanuel) was ruled by Portugal. This Portuguese period
was a harrowing time for the Saint Thomas Christians and the Jews, as the Inquisition was active in
Portuguese India. Kochi hosted the grave of Vasco da Gama, the first European explorer to set sail for

India, who was buried at St. Francis Church until his remains were returned to Portugal in 1539. The
Portuguese rule was followed by that of the Dutch who renamed Fort Immanuel as Fort Stormsburg.
In meantime, the Royal Family of Kochi relocated the capital of Kochi Kingdom to Thrissur, leaving
nominal authority over Islands of Kochi. In 1664, Fort Kochi Municipality was established by Dutch,
making it the first municipality in Indian subcontinent, which got dissolved when Dutch authority got
weaker in the 18th century. The remaining part of Kochi were governed by governors of Kochi
Kingdom. By 1773, the Mysore ruler Hyder Ali extended his conquest in the Malabar region to Kochi
forcing it to become a tributary of Mysore. The hereditary Prime Ministership of Kochi held by the
Paliath Achans ended during this period.

Meanwhile, the Dutch, fearing an outbreak of war on the United Provinces, signed the Anglo-Dutch
Treaty of 1814 with the United Kingdom, under which Kochi was ceded to the United Kingdom in
exchange for the island of Bangka. However, there are evidences of English habitation in the region
even before the signing of the treaty. In 1866, Fort Kochi municipality was reinstalled and its first
Municipal Council seating contest was conducted in 1883. In 1896, H.H. Rama Varma XV, The
Maharaja of Cochin, initiated local administration by forming town councils in Mattancherry and
Ernakulam. In 1907, the Governor of the Madras Presidency, Sir Arthur Lawley and his brother, Beilby
Lawley, 3rd Baron Wenlock, Governor of Madras, 1891 to 1896, left for an official tour of Cochin and
Travancore, which lasted from 25 January to 14 February. On 26 January, they were met by His
Highness the Rajah of Cochin who gave a State Dinner in their honour at Ernakulam. By the 1870s,
the capital of Kochi Kingdom was relocated again to Kochi Suburb of Tripunithura. In 1910,
Ernakulam became the administrative capital of Kochi Kingdom with establishment of Royal
Secretariat and State Durbar. The offices of the Diwan and High court were soon moved into
Ernakulam.
In 1925, Kochi legislative assembly was constituted due to public pressure on the state. Towards the
early 20th century, trade at the port had increased substantially, and the need to develop the port
was greatly felt. Harbour engineer Robert Bristow was brought to Kochi in 1920 under the direction
of Lord Willingdon, then the Governor of Madras. In a span of 21 years, he transformed Kochi as one
of the safest harbours in the peninsula, where ships berthed alongside the newly reclaimed inner
harbour equipped with a long array of steam cranes.
In 1947, when India gained independence from the British colonial rule, Cochin was the first princely
state to join the Indian Union willingly. In 1949, Travancore-Cochin state came into being with the
merger of Cochin and Travancore. The King of Travancore was the Rajpramukh of the TravancoreCochin Union from 1949 to 1956. Travancore-Cochin, was in turn merged with the Malabar district of
the Madras State.
Karnataka (Karnāṭaka) Originally known as the State of Mysore, it was renamed Karnataka in 1973.
The state corresponds to the Carnatic region. The capital and largest city is Bangalore (Bengaluru).
Karnataka is bordered by the Arabian Sea to the west, Goa to the northwest, Maharashtra to the
north, Telangana to the northeast, Andhra Pradesh to the east, Tamil Nadu to the southeast, and

Kerala to the south. The state covers an area of 191,976 square kilometres (74,122 sq mi), or 5.83
percent of the total geographical area of India. It is the seventh largest Indian state by area. With
61,130,704 inhabitants at the 2011 census, Karnataka is the eighth largest state by population,
comprising 30 districts. Kannada, one of the classical languages of India, is the most widely spoken
and official language of the state alongside Konkani, Marathi, Tulu, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kodava
and Beary. Karnataka also has the only 3 naturally Sanskrit-speaking districts in India.

The two main river systems of the state are the Krishna and its tributaries, the Bhima, Ghataprabha,
Vedavathi, Malaprabha, and Tungabhadra in North Karnataka Sharavathi in Shivamogga , and the
Kaveri and its tributaries, the Hemavati, Shimsha, Arkavati, Lakshmana Thirtha and Kabini, in the
south. Most of these rivers flow out of Karnataka eastward, reaching the sea at the Bay of Bengal.
Though several etymologies have been suggested for the name Karnataka, the generally accepted
one is that Karnataka is derived from the Kannada words karu and nādu, meaning "elevated land".
Karu nadu may also be read as karu, meaning "black", and nadu, meaning "region", as a reference to
the black cotton soil found in the Bayalu Seeme region of the state. The British used the word
Carnatic, sometimes Karnatak, to describe both sides of peninsular India, south of the Krishna.
With an antiquity that dates to the paleolithic, Karnataka has been home to some of the most
powerful empires of ancient and medieval India. The philosophers and musical bards patronised by
these empires launched socio-religious and literary movements which have endured to the present
day. Karnataka has contributed significantly to both forms of Indian classical music, the Carnatic and
Hindustani traditions.

Karnataka's pre-history goes back to a paleolithic hand-axe culture evidenced by discoveries of,
among other things, hand axes and cleavers in the region. Evidence of neolithic and megalithic
cultures have also been found in the state. Gold discovered in Harappa was found to be imported
from mines in Karnataka, prompting scholars to hypothesise about contacts between ancient
Karnataka and the Indus Valley Civilisation ca. 3300 BCE.
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Prior to the third century BCE, most of Karnataka formed part of the Nanda Empire before coming
under the Mauryan empire of Emperor Ashoka. Four centuries of Satavahana rule followed, allowing
them to control large areas of Karnataka. The decline of Satavahana power led to the rise of the
earliest native kingdoms, the Kadambas and the Western Gangas, marking the region's emergence as
an independent political entity. The Kadamba Dynasty, founded by Mayurasharma, had its capital at
Banavasi; the Western Ganga Dynasty was formed with Talakad as its capital.
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These were also the first kingdoms to use Kannada in administration, as evidenced by the Halmidi
inscription and a fifth-century copper coin discovered at Banavasi. These dynasties were followed by
imperial Kannada empires such as the Badami Chalukyas, the Rashtrakuta Empire of Manyakheta and
the Western Chalukya Empire, which ruled over large parts of the Deccan and had their capitals in
what is now Karnataka. The Western Chalukyas patronised a unique style of architecture and
Kannada literature which became a precursor to the Hoysala art of the 12th century. Parts of
modern-day Southern Karnataka (Gangavadi) were occupied by the Chola Empire at the turn of the
11th century. The Cholas and the Hoysalas fought over the region in the early 12th century before it
eventually came under Hoysala rule.
At the turn of the first millennium, the Hoysalas gained power in the region. Literature flourished
during this time, which led to the emergence of distinctive Kannada literary metres, and the
construction of temples and sculptures adhering to the Vesara style of architecture. The expansion of
the Hoysala Empire brought minor parts of modern Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu under its rule. In
the early 14th century, Harihara and Bukka Raya established the Vijayanagara empire with its capital,
Hosapattana (later named Vijayanagara), on the banks of the Tungabhadra River in the modern
Bellary district. The empire rose as a bulwark against Muslim advances into South India, which it
completely controlled for over two centuries.
In 1565, Karnataka and the rest of South India experienced a major geopolitical shift when the
Vijayanagara empire fell to a confederation of Islamic sultanates in the Battle of Talikota. The Bijapur
Sultanate, which had risen after the demise of the Bahmani Sultanate of Bidar, soon took control of
the Deccan; it was defeated by the Moghuls in the late 17th century. The Bahmani and Bijapur rulers

encouraged Urdu and Persian literature and Indo-Saracenic architecture, the Gol Gumbaz being one
of the high points of this style. During the sixteenth century, Konkani Hindus migrated to Karnataka,
mostly from Salcette, Goa, while during the seventeenth and eighteenth century, Goan Catholics
migrated to North Canara and South Canara, especially from Bardes, Goa, as a result of food
shortages, epidemics and heavy taxation imposed by the Portuguese.
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In the period that followed, parts of northern Karnataka were ruled by the Nizam of Hyderabad, the
Maratha Empire, the British, and other powers. In the south, the Mysore Kingdom, a former vassal of
the Vijayanagara Empire, was briefly independent. With the death of Krishnaraja Wodeyar II, Haidar
Ali, the commander-in-chief of the Mysore army, gained control of the region. After his death, the
kingdom was inherited by his son Tipu Sultan.To contain European expansion in South India, Haidar
Ali and later Tipu Sultan fought four significant Anglo-Mysore Wars, the last of which resulted in
Tippu Sultan's death and the incorporation of Mysore into the British Raj in 1799. The Kingdom of
Mysore was restored to the Wodeyars and Mysore remained a princely state under the British Raj.

As the "doctrine of lapse" gave way to dissent and resistance from princely states across the country,
Kittur Chennamma, Sangolli Rayanna and others spearheaded rebellions in Karnataka in 1830, nearly
three decades before the Indian Rebellion of 1857. However, Kitturu was taken over by the British
East India Company even before the doctrine was officially articulated by Lord Dalhousie in 1848.
Other uprisings followed, such as the ones at Supa, Bagalkot, Shorapur, Nargund and Dandeli. These
rebellions — which coincided with the Indian Rebellion of 1857 – were led by Mundargi Bhimarao,
Bhaskar Rao Bhave, the Halagali Bedas, Raja Venkatappa Nayaka and others. By the late 19th
century, the independence movement had gained momentum; Karnad Sadashiva Rao, Aluru Venkata
Raya, S. Nijalingappa, Kengal Hanumanthaiah, Nittoor Srinivasa Rau and others carried on the
struggle into the early 20th century.
After India's independence, the Maharaja, Jayachamarajendra Wodeyar, allowed his kingdom's
accession to India. In 1950, Mysore became an Indian state of the same name; the former Maharaja
served as its Rajpramukh (head of state) until 1975. Following the long-standing demand of the
Ekikarana Movement, Kodagu- and Kannada-speaking regions from the adjoining states of Madras,

Hyderabad and Bombay were incorporated into the Mysore state, under the State’s Reorganisation
Act of 1956. The thus expanded state was renamed Karnataka, seventeen years later, in 1973.
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The diverse linguistic and religious ethnicities that are native to Karnataka, combined with their long
histories, have contributed immensely to the varied cultural heritage of the state. Apart from
Kannadigas, Karnataka is home to Tuluvas, Kodavas and Konkanis. Minor populations of Tibetan
Buddhists and tribes like the Soligas, Yeravas, Todas and Siddhis also live in Karnataka. The traditional
folk arts cover the entire gamut of music, dance, drama, storytelling by itinerant troupes, etc.
Yakshagana of Malnad and coastal Karnataka, a classical dance drama, is one of the major theatrical
forms of Karnataka.
Karnataka also has a special place in the world of Indian classical music, with both Karnataka
(Carnatic) and Hindustani styles finding place in the state, and Karnataka has produced a number of
stalwarts in both styles. The Haridasa movement of the sixteenth century contributed significantly to
the development of Karnataka (Carnatic) music as a performing art form. Purandara Dasa, one of the
most revered Haridasas, is known as the Karnataka Sangeeta Pitamaha ('Father of Karnataka a.k.a.
Carnatic music').
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Gamaka is another classical music genre based on Carnatic music that is practised in Karnataka.
Kannada Bhavageete is a genre of popular music that draws inspiration from the expressionist poetry
of modern poets. The Mysore school of painting has produced painters like Sundarayya, Tanjavur
Kondayya, B. Venkatappa and Keshavayya. Chitrakala Parishat is an organisation in Karnataka
dedicated to promoting painting, mainly in the Mysore painting style.
Adi Shankaracharya (788–820) chose Sringeri in Karnataka to establish the first of his four mathas
(monastery). Madhvacharya (1238–1317) was the chief proponent of Tattvavada (Philosophy of
Reality), popularly known as Dvaita or Dualistic school of Hindu philosophy — one of the three most
influential Vedanta philosophies. Madhvacharya was one of the important philosophers during the
Bhakti movement.

He was a pioneer in many ways, going against standard conventions and norms. According to
tradition, Madhvacharya is believed to be the third incarnation of Vayu (Mukhyaprana), after
Hanuman and Bhima. The Haridasa devotional movement is considered as one of the turning points
in the cultural history of India. Over a span of nearly six centuries, several saints and mystics helped
shape the culture, philosophy and art of South India and Karnataka in particular by exerting
considerable spiritual influence over the masses and kingdoms that ruled South India.

This movement was ushered in by the Haridasas (literally "servants of Lord Hari") and took shape in
the 13th century – 14th century CE, period, prior to and during the early rule of the Vijayanagara
empire. The main objective of this movement was to propagate the Dvaita philosophy of
Madhvacharya (Madhva Siddhanta) to the masses through a literary medium known as Dasa Sahitya
literature of the servants of the Lord. Purandaradasa is widely recognised as the "Pithamaha" of
Carnatic Music for his immense contribution. Ramanujacharya, the leading expounder of
Vishishtadvaita, spent many years in Melkote. He came to Karnataka in 1098 AD and lived here until
1122 AD. He first lived in Tondanur and then moved to Melkote where the Cheluvanarayana Swamy
Temple and a well-organized matha were built. He was patronized by the Hoysala king,
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In the twelfth century, Lingayatism emerged in northern Karnataka as a protest against the rigidity of
the prevailing social and caste system. Leading figures of this movement were Basava, Akka
Mahadevi and Allama Prabhu, who established the Anubhava Mantapa which was the centre of all
religious and philosophical thoughts and discussions pertaining to Ligayats. These three social
reformers did so by the literary means of "Vachana Sahitya" which is very famous for its simple,
straight forward and easily understandable Kannada language. Lingayatism preached women
equality by letting women wear Ishtalinga i.e. Symbol of god around their neck. Basava shunned the
sharp hierarchical divisions that existed and sought to remove all distinctions between the
hierarchically superior master class and the subordinate, servile class. He also supported inter-caste
marriages and Kaayaka Tatva of Basavanna. This was the basis of the Lingayat faith which today
counts millions among its followers.
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The Jain philosophy and literature have contributed immensely to the religious and cultural
landscape of Karnataka. Islam, which had an early presence on the west coast of India as early as the
tenth century, gained a foothold in Karnataka with the rise of the Bahamani and Bijapur sultanates
that ruled parts of Karnataka. Christianity reached Karnataka in the sixteenth century with the arrival
of the Portuguese and St. Francis Xavier in 1545.
Buddhism was popular in Karnataka during the first millennium in places such as Gulbarga and
Banavasi. A chance discovery of edicts and several Mauryan relics at Sannati in Gulbarga district in
1986 has proven that the Krishna River basin was once home to both Mahayana and Hinayana
Buddhism. There are Tibetan refugee camps in Karnataka.

Mysore Dasara is celebrated as the Nada habba (state festival) and this is marked by major festivities
at Mysore. Ugadi (Kannada New Year), Makara Sankranti (the harvest festival), Ganesh Chaturthi,
Gowri Habba, Ram Navami, Nagapanchami, Basava Jayanthi, Deepavali, and Ramzan are the other
major festivals of Karnataka.
Distribution of languages in Karnataka
Kannada (66.54%) Urdu (10.83%) Telugu (5.84%) Tamil (3.45%) Marathi (3.38%)
Hindi (3.30%) Tulu (2.61%) Others (4.05%)
Kannada is the official language of the state of Karnataka, as the native language of approximately
65% of its population and is one of the classical languages of India.
Kannada played a crucial role in the creation of Karnataka: linguistic demographics played a major
role in defining the new state in 1956. Tulu, Konkani and Kodava are other minor native languages
that share a long history in the state. Urdu is spoken widely by the Muslim population. Less widely
spoken languages include Beary bashe and certain languages such as Sankethi. Some of the regional
languages in Karnataka are Tulu, Kodava, Konkani and Beary.
Kannada features a rich and ancient body of literature including religious and secular genre, covering
topics as diverse as Jainism (such as Puranas), Veerashaivism (such as Vachanas), Vaishnavism (such
as Haridasa Sahitya) and modern literature. Evidence from edicts during the time of Ashoka (reigned

274–232 BCE) suggest that Buddhist literature influenced the Kannada script and its literature. The
Halmidi inscription, the earliest attested full-length inscription in the Kannada language and script,
dates from 450 CE, while the earliest available literary work, the Kavirajamarga, has been dated to
850 CE. References made in the Kavirajamarga, however, prove that Kannada literature flourished in
the native composition meters such as Chattana, Beddande and Melvadu during earlier centuries.
The classic refers to several earlier greats (purvacharyar) of Kannada poetry and prose.

Tulu is spoken mainly in the coastal districts of Udupi and Dakshina Kannada. Tulu Mahabharato,
written by Arunabja in the Tigalari script, is the oldest surviving Tulu text. Tigalari script was used by
Brahmins to write Sanskrit language. The use of the Kannada script for writing Tulu and nonavailability of print in Tigalari script contributed to the marginalisation of Tigalari script. Konkani is
mostly spoken in the Uttara Kannada and Dakshina Kannada districts and in parts of Udupi, Konkani
use the Kannada script for writing. The Kodavas who mainly reside in the Kodagu district, speak
Kodava Takk. Two regional variations of the language exist, the northern Mendale Takka and the
southern Kiggaati Takka. Kodava Takk use the Kannada script for writing. English is the medium of
education in many schools and widely used for business communication in most private companies.
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Coimbatore was part of Kongu Nadu during the Sangam period between c. 1st and the 4th centuries
CE and was ruled by the Cheras as it served as the eastern entrance to the Palakkad Gap, the
principal trade route between the west coast and Tamil Nadu). Coimbatore was located along the
ancient trade route that extended from Muziris to Arikamedu in South India. The medieval Cholas
conquered the Kongu Nadu in the 10th century CE. The region was ruled by Vijayanagara Empire in
the 15th century followed by the Nayaks who introduced the Palayakkarar system under which
Kongu Nadu region was divided into 24 Palayams. In the later part of the 18th century, the
Coimbatore region came under the Kingdom of Mysore and following the defeat of Tipu Sultan in the
Anglo-Mysore Wars, the British East India Company annexed Coimbatore to the Madras Presidency
in 1799. The Coimbatore region played a prominent role in the Second Poligar War (1801) when it
was the area of operations of Dheeran Chinnamalai.

In 1804, Coimbatore was established as the capital of the newly formed Coimbatore district. The city
experienced a textile boom in the early 19th century due to the decline of the cotton industry in
Mumbai. Post-independence, Coimbatore has seen rapid growth due to industrialization.
There are multiple theories regarding the origin of the name Coimbatore. According to one theory,
"Coimbatore" is a derivation of Kovanputhur (literally 'new town of Kovan'), after chieftain Kovan or
Koyan, evolved into Koyambatoor and later anglicised as Coimbatore. Koyamma, the goddess
worshipped by Koyan evolved into Koniamma and later Kovaiamma. Another theory states that the
name could have been derived from Kovaiamma.

Ramachandra Temple, Vijayanagara – 1856
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The region around Coimbatore was ruled by the Cheras during Sangam period between c. 1st and the
4th centuries AD and it served as the eastern entrance to the Palakkad Gap, the principal trade route
between the west coast and Tamil Nadu. The Kosar tribe mentioned in the second century AD Tamil
epic Silappathikaram and other poems in Sangam literature is associated with the Coimbatore region.
The region was located along an ancient Roman trade route that extended from Muziris to
Arikamedu. The medieval Cholas conquered the Kongu Nadu in the 10th century. A Chola highway
called Rajakesari Peruvazhi ran through the region. Much of Tamil Nadu came under the rule of the
Vijayanagara Empire by the 15th century. In the 1550s, Madurai Nayaks, who were the military
governors of the Vijaynagara Empire, took control of the region. After the Vijayanagara Empire fell in
the 17th century, the Madurai Nayaks established their state as an independent kingdom. They
introduced the Palayakkarar system under which Kongu Nadu region was divided into 24 Palayams

Vijayanagara, the “City of Victory,” was the greatest of all Hindu capitals of South India / 'Talarighat Gate', Hampi (Vijayanagara) - 1856

In the latter part of the 18th century, the region came under the Kingdom of Mysore, following a
series of wars with the Madurai Nayak dynasty. After the defeat of Tipu Sultan in the Anglo-Mysore
Wars, the British East India Company annexed Coimbatore to the Madras Presidency in 1799. The
Coimbatore region played a prominent role in the Second Poligar War (1801), when it was the area of
operations of Dheeran Chinnamalai. In 1804, Coimbatore was established as the capital of the newly
formed Coimbatore district and in 1866 it was accorded municipality status. Sir Robert Stanes
became the first chairman of the Coimbatore City Council. The region was hard hit during the Great

Famine of 1876–78 resulting in nearly 200,000 famine related fatalities. The first three decades of
the 20th century saw nearly 20,000 plague-related deaths and acute water shortage.
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The decline of the cotton industry in Mumbai fuelled an economic boom in Coimbatore in the 1920s
and 1930s. The region played a significant role in the Indian independence movement with Mahatma
Gandhi visiting the city thrice
Bangalore, officially known as Bengaluru, has a population of over ten million, making it a megacity
and the third most populous city and fifth most populous urban agglomeration in India.
In 1537 CE, Kempé Gowdā – a feudal ruler under the Vijayanagara Empire – established a mud fort
considered to be the foundation of modern Bengaluru and its oldest areas Or Petes which exist to
the present day. After the fall of Vijayanagar empire in 16th Century, the Mughals sold Bangalore to
Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar (1673–1704), the then ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore for three lakh
rupees. When Haider Ali seized control of the Kingdom of Mysore, the administration of Bangalore
passed into his hands. It was captured by the British East India Company after victory in the Fourth
Anglo-Mysore War (1799), who returned administrative control of the city to the Maharaja of
Mysore. The old city developed in the dominions of the Maharaja of Mysore and was made capital of
the Princely State of Mysore, which existed as a nominally sovereign entity of the British Raj.

North view of Bangalore from the pettah, shewing the curtain and bastions that were breached – 1792 / East View of Bangalore with the
Cypress Garden (Lal Bagh) - 1792

In 1809, the British shifted their cantonment to Bangalore, outside the old city, and a town grew up
around it, which was governed as part of British India. Following India's independence in 1947,
Bangalore became the capital of Mysore State, and remained capital when the new Indian state of
Karnataka was formed in 1956. The two urban settlements of Bangalore – city and cantonment –
which had developed as independent entities merged into a single urban centre in 1949. The existing
Kannada name, Bengalūru, was declared the official name of the city in 2006.
Bangalore is sometimes referred to as the "Silicon Valley of India" (or "IT capital of India") because of
its role as the nation's leading information technology (IT).

The name "Bangalore" represents an anglicised version of the Kannada language name and its
original name, "Bengalūru. It is the name of a village near Kodigehalli in Bangalore city today and
was used by Kempegowda to christen the city as Bangalore at the time of its foundation. The earliest
reference to the name "Bengalūru" was found in a ninth-century Western Ganga Dynasty stone
inscription on a "vīra gallu" (literally, "hero stone", a rock edict extolling the virtues of a warrior). In
this inscription found in Begur, "Bengalūrū" is referred to as a place in which a battle was fought in
890 CE. It states that the place was part of the Ganga Kingdom until 1004 and was known as
"Bengaval-uru", the "City of Guards" in Halegannada (Old Kannada).

Changanassery Market – 1950

An apocryphal story recounts that the 12th century Hoysala king Veera Ballala II, while on a hunting
expedition, lost his way in the forest. Tired and hungry, he came across a poor old woman who
served him boiled beans. The grateful king named the place "benda-kaal-uru" (literally, "town of
boiled beans"), which eventually evolved into "Bengalūru". Suryanath Kamath has put forward an
explanation of a possible floral origin of the name, being derived from benga, the Kannada term for
Pterocarpus marsupium (also known as the Indian Kino Tree), a species of dry and moist deciduous
trees, that grew abundantly in the region.

/ Palace of Bangalore, 1890

A discovery of Stone Age artefacts during the 2001 census of India at Jalahalli, Sidhapura and
Jadigenahalli, all of which are located on Bangalore's outskirts today, suggest probable human
settlement around 4,000 BCE. Around 1,000 BCE (Iron Age), burial grounds were established at
Koramangala and Chikkajala on the outskirts of Bangalore. Coins of the Roman emperors Augustus,
Tiberius, and Claudius found at Yeswanthpur and HAL indicate that Bangalore was involved in transoceanic trade with ancient civilisations in 27 BCE.
The region of modern-day Bangalore was part of several successive South Indian kingdoms. Between
the fourth and the tenth centuries, the Bangalore region was ruled by the Western Ganga Dynasty of
Karnataka, the first dynasty to set up effective control over the region. According to Edgar Thurston
there were twenty eight kings who ruled Gangavadi from the start of the Christian era until its
conquest by the Cholas. These kings belonged to two distinct dynasties: the earlier line of the Solar

race which had a succession of seven kings of the Ratti or Reddi tribe, and the later line of the Ganga
race. The Western Gangas ruled the region initially as a sovereign power (350–550), and later as
feudatories of the Chalukyas of Badami, followed by the Rashtrakutas until the tenth century. The
Begur Nageshwara Temple was commissioned around 860, during the reign of the Western Ganga
King Ereganga Nitimarga I and extended by his successor Nitimarga II. Around 1004, during the reign
of Raja Raja Chola I, the Cholas defeated the Western Gangas under the command of the crown
prince Rajendra Chola I, and captured Bangalore. During this period, the Bangalore region witnessed
the migration of many groups — warriors, administrators, traders, artisans, pastorals, cultivators,
and religious personnel from Tamil Nadu and other Kannada speaking regions. The
Chokkanathaswamy temple at Domlur, the Aigandapura complex near Hesaraghatta, Mukthi
Natheshwara Temple at Binnamangala, Choleshwara Temple at Begur, Someshwara Temple at
Madiwala, date from the Chola era.

In 1117, the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana defeated the Cholas in the Battle of Talakad in south
Karnataka, and extended its rule over the region. Vishnuvardhana expelled the Cholas from all parts
of Mysore state. By the end of the 13th century, Bangalore became a source of contention between
two warring cousins, the Hoysala ruler Veera Ballala III of Halebidu and Ramanatha, who
administered from the Hoysala held territory in Tamil Nadu. Veera Ballala III had appointed a civic
head at Hudi (now within Bangalore Municipal Corporation limits), thus promoting the village to the
status of a town. After Veera Ballala III's death in 1343, the next empire to rule the region was the
Vijayanagara Empire, which itself saw the rise of four dynasties, the Sangamas (1336–1485), the
Saluvas (1485–1491), the Tuluvas (1491–1565), and the Aravidu (1565–1646). During the reign of the
Vijayanagara Empire, Achyuta Deva Raya of the Tuluva Dynasty raised the Shivasamudra Dam across
the Arkavati river at Hesaraghatta, whose reservoir is the present city's supply of regular piped
water.

Modern Bangalore was begun in 1537 by a vassal of the Vijayanagara Empire, Kempe Gowda I, who
aligned with the Vijayanagara empire to campaign against Gangaraja (whom he defeated and
expelled to Kanchi), and who built a mud-brick fort for the people at the site that would become the
central part of modern Bangalore. Kempe Gowda was restricted by rules made by Achuta Deva Raya,

who feared the potential power of Kempe Gowda and did not allow a formidable stone fort. Kempe
Gowda referred to the new town as his "gandubhūmi" or "Land of Heroes". Within the fort, the town
was divided into smaller divisions—each called a "pete". The town had two main streets—Chikkapeté
Street, which ran east-west, and Doddapeté Street, which ran north-south. Their intersection formed
the Doddapeté Square—the heart of Bangalore. Kempe Gowda I's successor, Kempe Gowda II, built
four towers that marked Bangalore's boundary. During the Vijayanagara rule, many saints and poets
referred to Bangalore as "Devarāyanagara" and "Kalyānapura" or "Kalyānapuri" ("Auspicious City").
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After the fall of the Vijayanagara Empire in 1565 in the Battle of Talikota, Bangalore's rule changed
hands several times. Kempe Gowda declared independence, then in 1638, a large Adil Shahi Bijapur
army led by Ranadulla Khan and accompanied by his second in command Shāhji Bhōnslé defeated
Kempe Gowda III, and Bangalore was given to Shāhji as a jagir (feudal estate). In 1687, the Mughal
general Kasim Khan, under orders from Aurangzeb, defeated Ekoji I, son of Shāhji, and sold Bangalore
to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar (1673–1704), the then ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore for three lakh
rupees. After the death of Krishnaraja Wodeyar II in 1759, Hyder Ali, Commander-in-Chief of the
Mysore Army, proclaimed himself the de facto ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore. Hyder Ali is credited
with building the Delhi and Mysore gates at the northern and southern ends of the city in 1760. The
kingdom later passed to Hyder Ali's son Tipu Sultan. Hyder and Tipu contributed towards the
beautification of the city by building Lal Bagh Botanical Gardens in 1760. Under them, Bangalore
developed into a commercial and military centre of strategic importance.

The Bangalore fort was captured by the British armies under Lord Cornwallis on 21 March 1791
during the Third Anglo-Mysore War and formed a centre for British resistance against Tipu Sultan.
Following Tipu's death in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799), the British returned administrative
control of the Bangalore "pētē" to the Maharaja of Mysore and was incorporated into the Princely
State of Mysore, which existed as a nominally sovereign entity of the British Raj. The old city ("pētē")
developed in the dominions of the Maharaja of Mysore. The Residency of Mysore State was first
established in Mysore City in 1799 and later shifted to Bangalore in 1804. It was abolished in 1843
only to be revived in 1881 at Bangalore and to be closed down permanently in 1947, with Indian

independence. The British found Bangalore to be a pleasant and appropriate place to station their
garrison and therefore moved their cantonment to Bangalore from Seringapatam in 1809 near
Ulsoor, about 6 kilometres (4 mi) north-east of the city.

Bangalore was hit by a plague epidemic in 1898 that claimed nearly 3,500 lives. The crisis caused by
the outbreak catalysed the city's sanitation process. Telephone lines were laid to help co-ordinate
anti-plague operations. Regulations for building new houses with proper sanitation facilities came
into effect. A health officer was appointed and the city divided into four wards for better coordination. Victoria Hospital was inaugurated in 1900 by Lord Curzon, the then Governor-General of
British India.
After India's independence in August 1947, Bangalore remained in the newly carved Mysore State of
which the Maharaja of Mysore was the Rajapramukh (appointed governor).

The Hoysala Empire was a Kannadiga power originating from the Indian subcontinent, that ruled most of what is now
Karnataka, India, between the 10th and the 14th centuries. The capital of the Hoysalas was initially located at Belur but was
later moved to Halebidu.
The Hoysala rulers were originally from Malenadu, an elevated region in the Western Ghats. In the 12th century, taking
advantage of the internecine warfare between the Western Chalukya Empire and Kalachuris of Kalyani, they annexed areas
of present-day Karnataka and the fertile areas north of the Kaveri delta in present-day Tamil Nadu. By the 13th century,
they governed most of Karnataka, minor parts of Tamil Nadu and parts of western Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in the
Deccan Plateau.
The Hoysala era was an important period in the development of art, architecture, and religion in South India. The empire is
remembered today primarily for Hoysala architecture. Over a hundred surviving temples are scattered across Karnataka.
Well known temples "which exhibit an amazing display of sculptural exuberance" include the Chennakeshava Temple,
Belur, the Hoysaleswara Temple, Halebidu, and the Chennakesava Temple, Somanathapura. The Hoysala rulers also
patronised the fine arts, encouraging literature to flourish in Kannada and Sanskrit.
Kannada folklore tells a tale of a young man, Sala, who saved his Jain guru, Sudatta, by striking dead a tiger he encountered
near the temple of the goddess Vasantika at Angadi, now called Sosevuru. The word "strike" literally translates to "hoy" in
Old Kannada, hence the name "Hoy-sala". This legend first appeared in the Belur inscription of Vishnuvardhana (1117), but
owing to several inconsistencies in the Sala story it remains in the realm of folklore. The legend may have come into

existence or gained popularity after King Vishnuvardhana's victory over the Cholas at Talakadu as the Hoysala emblem
depicts the fight between the mythical warrior Sala and a tiger, the tiger being the emblem of the Cholas.

Early inscriptions, dated 1078 and 1090, have implied that the Hoysalas were descendants of the Yadava by referring to the
Yadava vamsa (clan) as the "Hoysala vamsa". But there are no early records directly linking the Hoysalas to the Yadavas of
North India.
Historians refer to the founders of the dynasty as natives of Malenadu based on numerous inscriptions calling them
Maleparolganda or "Lord of the Male (hills) chiefs" (Malepas). This title in the Kannada language was proudly used by the
Hoysala kings as their royal signature in their inscriptions. Literary sources from that time in Kannada (Jatakatilaka) and
Sanskrit (Gadyakarnamrita) have also helped confirm they were natives of the region known today as Karnataka.
The first Hoysala family record is dated 950 and names Arekalla as the chieftain, followed by Maruga and Nripa Kama I
(976). The next ruler, Munda (1006–1026), was succeeded by Nripa Kama II who held such titles as Permanadi that show an
early alliance with the Western Ganga dynasty. From these modest beginnings, the Hoysala dynasty began its
transformation into a strong subordinate of the Western Chalukya Empire. Through Vishnuvardhana's expansive military
conquests, the Hoysalas achieved the status of a real kingdom for the first time. He wrested Gangavadi from the Cholas in
1116 and moved the capital from Belur to Halebidu.
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Vishnuvardhana's ambition of creating an independent empire was fulfilled by his grandson Veera Ballala II, who freed the
Hoysalas from subordination in 1187–1193. Thus the Hoysalas began as subordinates of the Western Chalukya Empire and
gradually established their own empire in Karnataka with such strong Hoysala kings as Vishnuvardhana, Veera Ballala II and
later Veera Ballala III. During this time, the Deccan Plateau saw a four-way struggle for hegemony – Pandyan, Kakatiya and
Seuna being the other kingdoms. Veera Ballala II defeated the aggressive Pandya when they invaded the Chola kingdom. He
assumed the title "Establisher of the Chola Kingdom" (Cholarajyapratishtacharya), "Emperor of the south" (Dakshina
Chakravarthi) and "Hoysala emperor" (Hoysala Chakravarthi). He founded the city of Bangalore according to Kannada
folklore.
The Hoysalas extended their foothold in areas known today as Tamil Nadu around 1225, making the city of Kannanur
Kuppam near Srirangam a provincial capital and giving them control over South Indian politics that began a period of
Hoysala hegemony in the southern Deccan. Vira Narasimha II's son Vira Someshwara earned the honorific "uncle" (Mamadi)
from the Pandyas and Cholas. The Hoysala influence spread over Pandya kingdom also. Toward the end of the 13th century,
Veera Ballala III recaptured territory in the Tamil country which had been lost to the Pandya uprising, thus uniting the
northern and southern portions of the kingdom.

Major political changes were taking place in the Deccan region in the early 14th century when significant areas of northern
India were under Muslim rule. Alauddin Khalji, the Sultan of Delhi, was determined to bring South India under his domain
and sent his commander, Malik Kafur, on a southern expedition to plunder the Seuna capital Devagiri in 1311. The Seuna
empire was subjugated by 1318 and the Hoysala capital Halebidu was sacked twice, in 1311 and 1327.
By 1336, the Sultan had conquered the Pandyas of Madurai, the Kakatiyas of Warangal and the tiny kingdom of Kampili. The
Hoysalas were the only remaining Hindu empire who resisted the invading armies. Veera Ballala III stationed himself at
Tiruvannamalai and offered stiff resistance to invasions from the north and the Madurai Sultanate to the south. Then, after
nearly three decades of resistance, Veera Ballala III was killed at the battle of Madurai in 1343, and the sovereign territories
of the Hoysala empire were merged with the areas administered by Harihara I in the Tungabhadra River region. This new
Hindu kingdom resisted the northern invasions and would later prosper and come to be known as the Vijayanagara Empire.
The Hoysala administration supported itself through revenues from an agrarian economy. The kings gave grants of land as
rewards for service to beneficiaries who then became landlords to tenants producing agricultural goods and forest
products. There were two types of landlords (gavunda); gavunda of people (praja gavunda) was lower in status than the
wealthy lord of gavundas (prabhu gavunda). The highlands (malnad regions) with its temperate climate was suitable for
raising cattle and the planting of orchards and spices. Paddy and corn were staple crops in the tropical plains (Bailnad). The
Hoysalas collected taxes on irrigation systems including tanks, reservoirs with sluices, canals and wells which were built and
maintained at the expense of local villagers. Irrigation tanks such as Vishnusagara, Shantisagara, Ballalarayasagara were
created at the expense of the state.

Importing horses for use as general transportation and in army cavalries of Indian kingdoms was a flourishing business on
the western seaboard. The forests were harvested for rich woods such as teak which was exported through ports located in
the area of present-day Kerala. Song dynasty records from China mention the presence of Indian merchants in ports of
South China, indicating active trade with overseas kingdoms. South India exported textiles, spices, medicinal plants,
precious stones, pottery, salt made from salt pans, jewels, gold, ivory, rhino horn, ebony, aloe wood, perfumes,
sandalwood, camphor and condiments to China, Dhofar, Aden, and Siraf (the entryport to Egypt, Arabia and Persia).
Architects (Vishwakarmas), sculptors, quarry workers, goldsmiths and other skilled craftsmen whose trade directly or
indirectly related to temple construction were also prosperous due to the vigorous temple building activities.
The village assembly was responsible for collecting government land taxes. Land revenue was called Siddhaya and included
the original assessment (Kula) plus various cesses. Taxes were levied on professions, marriages, goods in transit on chariots
or carriages, and domesticated animals. Taxes on commodities (gold, precious stones, perfumes, sandalwood, ropes, yarn,
housing, hearths, shops, cattle pans, sugarcane presses) as well as produce (black pepper, betel leaves, ghee, paddy, spices,
palm leaves, coconuts, sugar) are noted in village records. The village assembly could levy a tax for a specific purpose such
as construction of a water tank.

Tomb of a Killadar (Governor of a Fort) Ouscottah – 1792

/

View of Mysore – 1823

In its administrative practices, the Hoysala Empire followed some of the well-established and proven methods of its
predecessors covering administrative functions such as cabinet organisation and command, the structure of local governing
bodies and the division of territory. Records show the names of many high-ranking positions reporting directly to the king.
Senior ministers were called Pancha Pradhanas, ministers responsible for foreign affairs were designated Sandhivigrahi and
the chief treasurer was Mahabhandari or Hiranyabhandari. Dandanayakas were in charge of armies and the chief justice of
the Hoysala court was the Dharmadhikari.
The kingdom was divided into provinces named Nadu, Vishaya, Kampana and Desha, listed in descending order of
geographical size. Each province had a local governing body consisting of a minister (Mahapradhana) and a treasurer
(Bhandari) that reported to the ruler of that province (Dandanayaka). Under this local ruler were officials called Heggaddes
and Gavundas who hired and supervised the local farmers and labourers recruited to till the land. Subordinate ruling clans
such as Alupas continued to govern their respective territories while following the policies set by the empire.
An elite and well-trained force of bodyguards known as Garudas protected the members of the royal family at all times.
These servants moved closely yet inconspicuously by the side of their master, their loyalty being so complete that they
committed suicide after his death. Hero stones (virgal) erected in memory of these bodyguards are called Garuda pillars.
The Garuda pillar at the Hoysaleswara temple in Halebidu was erected in honor of Kuvara Lakshma, a minister and
bodyguard of King Veera Ballala II.

King Vishnuvardhana's coins had the legends "victor at Nolambavadi" (Nolambavadigonda), "victor at Talakad"
(Talakadugonda), "chief of the Malepas" (Maleparolganda), "Brave of Malepa" (malapavira) in Hoysala style Kannada script.
Their gold coin was called Honnu or Gadyana and weighed 62 grains of gold. Pana or Hana was a tenth of the Honnu, Haga
was a fourth of the Pana and Visa was fourth of Haga. There were other coins called Bele and Kani.
The defeat of the Jain Western Gangas by the Cholas in the early 11th century and the rising numbers of followers of
Vaishnavism and Lingayatism in the 12th century was mirrored by a decreased interest in Jainism. Two notable locations of
Jain worship in the Hoysala territory were Shravanabelagola and Panchakuta Basadi, Kambadahalli. The decline of
Buddhism in South India began in the eighth century with the spread of Adi Shankara's Advaita Vedanta. The only places of
Buddhist worship during the Hoysala time were at Dambal and Balligavi. Shantala Devi, queen of Vishnuvardhana, was a
Jain but nevertheless commissioned the Hindu Kappe Chennigaraya temple in Belur, evidence that the royal family was
tolerant of all religions.
During the rule of the Hoysalas, three important religious developments took place in present-day Karnataka inspired by
three philosophers, Basava, Madhvacharya and Ramanuja.

While the origin of Lingayatism is debated, the movement grew through its association with Basava in the 12th century.
Madhvacharya was critical of the teachings of Adi Shankara and argued the world is real and not an illusion. His Dvaita
Vedanta gained popularity, enabling him to establish eight mathas in Udupi. Ramanuja, head of the Vaishnava monastery in
Srirangam, preached the way of devotion (bhakti marga) and wrote Sribhashya, a critique on Adi Shankara's Advaita.
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The effect of these religious developments on culture, literature, poetry and architecture in South India was profound.
Important works of literature and poetry based on the teachings of these philosophers were written during the coming
centuries. The Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu dynasties of the Vijayanagara Empire were followers of Vaishnavism and a
Vaishnava temple with an image of Ramanuja exists in the Vitthalapura area of Vijayanagara. Scholars in the later Kingdom
of Mysore wrote Vaishnavite works upholding the teachings of Ramanuja. King Vishnuvardhana built many temples after his
conversion from Jainism to Vaishnavism. The later saints of Madhvacharya's order, Jayatirtha, Vyasatirtha, Sripadaraja,
Vadiraja Tirtha and devotees (dasa) such as Vijaya Dasa, Gopaladasa and others from the Karnataka region spread his
teachings far and wide. His teachings inspired later philosophers like Vallabha in Gujarat and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in
Bengal. Another wave of devotion (bhakti) in the 17th century–18th century found inspiration in his teachings.
Hoysala society in many ways reflected the emerging religious, political and cultural developments of those times. During
this period, the society became increasingly sophisticated. The status of women was varied. Some royal women were
involved in administrative matters as shown in contemporary records describing Queen Umadevi's administration of
Halebidu in the absence of Veera Ballala II during his long military campaigns in northern territories. She also fought and
defeated some antagonistic feudal rebels. Records describe the participation of women in the fine arts, such as Queen
Shantala Devi's skill in dance and music, and the 12th century vachana sahitya poet and Lingayati mystic Akka Mahadevi's
devotion to the bhakti movement is well known. Temple dancers (Devadasi) were common and some were well educated
and accomplished in the arts. These qualifications gave them more freedom than other urban and rural women who were
restricted to daily mundane tasks. The practice of sati in a voluntary form was prevalent and prostitution was socially
acceptable. As in most of India, a caste system was conspicuously present.
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Trade on the west coast brought many foreigners to India including Arabs, Jews, Persians, Han Chinese and people from the
Malay Peninsula. Migration of people within Southern India as a result of the expansion of the empire produced an influx of
new cultures and skills. In South India, towns were called Pattana or Pattanam and the marketplace, Nagara or Nagaram,
the marketplace serving as the nuclei of a city. Some towns such as Shravanabelagola developed from a religious settlement
in the 7th century to an important trading center by the 12th century with the arrival of rich traders, while towns like Belur
attained the atmosphere of a regal city when King Vishnuvardhana built the Chennakesava Temple there. Large temples
supported by royal patronage served religious, social, and judiciary purposes, elevating the king to the level of "God on
earth".

Temple building served a commercial as well as a religious function and was not limited to any particular sect of Hinduism.
Shaiva merchants of Halebidu financed the construction of the Hoysaleswara temple to compete with the Chennakesava
temple built at Belur, elevating Halebidu to an important city as well. Hoysala temples however were secular and
encouraged pilgrims of all Hindu sects, the Kesava temple at Somanathapura being an exception with strictly Vaishnava
sculptural depictions. Temples built by rich landlords in rural areas fulfilled fiscal, political, cultural and religious needs of
the agrarian communities. Irrespective of patronage, large temples served as establishments that provided employment to
hundreds of people of various guilds and professions sustaining local communities as Hindu temples began to take on the
shape of wealthy Buddhist monasteries
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Although Sanskrit literature remained popular during the Hoysala rule, royal patronage of local Kannada scholars increased.
In the 12th century some works were written in the Champu style, but distinctive Kannada metres became more widely
accepted. The Sangatya metre used in compositions, Shatpadi (six line), tripadi (three line) metres in verses and ragale
(lyrical poems) became fashionable. Jain works continued to extol the virtues of Tirthankaras (Jain saviour figures).
The Hoysala court supported scholars such as Janna, Rudrabhatta, Harihara and his nephew Raghavanka, whose works are
enduring masterpieces in Kannada. In 1209, the Jain scholar Janna wrote Yashodharacharite, the story of a king who intends
to perform a ritual sacrifice of two young boys to a local deity, Mariamma. Taking pity on the boys, the king releases them
and gives up the practice of human sacrifice. In honour of this work, Janna received the title "Emperor among poets"
(Kavichakravarthi) from King Veera Ballala II.
Rudrabhatta, a Smarta Brahmin, was the earliest well-known Brahminical writer. HIs patron was Chandramouli, a minister
of King Veera Ballala II. Based on the earlier work Vishnu Purana, he wrote Jagannatha Vijaya in the Champu style relating
the life of Krishna leading up to his fight with the demon Banasura.
Harihara, (also known as Harisvara) a Lingayati writer and the patron of King Narasimha I, wrote the Girijakalyana in the old
Jain Champu style which describes the marriage of Shiva and Parvati in ten sections. He was one of the earliest Virashaiva
writers who was not part of the vachana literary tradition. He came from a family of accountants (Karanikas) from Halebidu
and spent many years in Hampi writing more than one hundred ragales (poems in blank verse) in praise of Virupaksha (a
form of Shiva). Raghavanka was the first to introduce the Shatpadi metre into Kannada literature in his Harishchandra kavya
which is considered a classic even though it occasionally violates strict rules of Kannada grammar.
In Sanskrit, the philosopher Madhvacharya wrote the Rigbhshya on the Brahma Sutras (a logical explanation of Hindu
scriptures, the Vedas) as well as many polemical works rebutting the doctrines of other schools. He relied more on the
Puranas than the Vedas for logical proof of his philosophy. Another famous writing was Rudraprshnabhashya by Vidyatirtha.
The modern interest in the Hoysalas is due to their patronage of art and architecture rather than their military conquests.
The brisk temple building throughout the kingdom was accomplished despite constant threats from the Pandyas to the
south and the Seunas Yadavas to the north. Their architectural style, an offshoot of the Western Chalukya style, shows
distinct Dravidian influences. The Hoysala architecture style is described as Karnata Dravida as distinguished from the
traditional Dravida, and is considered an independent architectural tradition with many unique features.
A feature of Hoysala temple architecture is its attention to exquisite detail and skilled craftsmanship. The tower over the
temple shrine (vimana) is delicately finished with intricate carvings, showing attention to the ornate and elaborately
detailed rather than to a tower form and height. The stellate design of the base of the shrine with its rhythmic projections
and recesses is carried through the tower in an orderly succession of decorated tiers. Hoysala temple sculpture replicates
this emphasis on delicacy and craftsmanship in its focus on depicting feminine beauty, grace and physique. The Hoysala
artists achieved this with the use of Soapstone (Chloritic schist), a soft stone as basic building and sculptural material.
While the temples at Belur and Halebidu are the best known because of the beauty of their sculptures, the Hoysala art finds
more complete expression in the smaller and lesser known temples. The outer walls of all these temples contain an
intricate array of stone sculptures and horizontal friezes (decorative mouldings) that depict the Hindu epics. These
depictions are generally clockwise in the traditional direction of circumambulation (pradakshina). The temple of Halebidu
has been described as an outstanding example of Hindu architecture and an important milestone in Indian architecture.

Mysore, officially Mysuru, is located in the foothills of the Chamundi Hills about 145.2 km towards
the southwest of Bangalore and spread across an area of 152 km2 . Mysore City Corporation is
responsible for the civic administration of the city, which is also the headquarters of the Mysore
district and the Mysore division.
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It served as the capital city of the Kingdom of Mysore for nearly six centuries from 1399 until 1956.
The Kingdom was ruled by the Wadiyar dynasty, with a brief period of interregnum in the 1760s and
70s when Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan were in power. The Wadiyars were patrons of art and culture and
contributed significantly to the cultural and economic growth of the city and the state. The cultural
ambiance and achievements of Mysore earned it the sobriquet Cultural Capital of Karnataka.
Mysore is noted for its heritage structures and palaces, including the Mysore Palace, and for the
festivities that take place during the Dasara festival when the city receives a large number of tourists
from around the world. It lends its name to various art forms and culture, such as Mysore Dasara,
Mysore Painting; the sweet dish Mysore Pak, Mysore masala dosa; brands such as Mysore Sandal
Soap, Mysore Ink; and styles and cosmetics such as Mysore Peta (a traditional silk turban) and the
Mysore Silk sarees. Tourism is the major industry alongside the traditional industries. Mysore's intercity public transportation includes rail, Bus and flights.
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The name Mysore is an anglicised version of Mahishūru, which means the abode of Mahisha in the
vernacular Kannada. The common noun Mahisha, in Sanskrit, means buffalo; in this context,
however, Mahisha refers to Mahishasura, a mythical demon who could assume the form of both
human and buffalo, who, according to Hindu mythology, ruled the ancient parts of Mysore Kingdom,
known in Sanskrit as Mahíšhaka, centred at Mahishapura. He was killed by the Goddess
Chamundeshwari, whose temple is situated atop the Chamundi Hills, after whom it is named.
'Mahishapura' later became Mahisūru (a name which, even now, the royal family uses), and finally
came to be anglicised as Mysore by the British and Maisūru/Mysuru in the vernacular Kannada
language.

The site where Mysore Palace now stands was occupied by a village named Puragere at the
beginning of the 16th century. The Mahishūru Fort was constructed in 1524 by Chamaraja Wodeyar
III (1513–1553), who passed on the dominion of Puragere to his son Chamaraja Wodeyar IV (1572–
1576). Since the 16th century, the name of Mahishūru has commonly been used to denote the city.
The Mysore Kingdom, governed by the Wodeyar family, initially served as a vassal state of the
Vijayanagara Empire. With the decline of the Vijayanagara Empire after the Battle of Talikota in 1565,
the Mysore Kingdom gradually achieved independence, and by the time of King Narasaraja Wodeyar
(1637) it had become a sovereign state. Seringapatam (modern-day Srirangapatna), near Mysore,
was the capital of the kingdom from 1610. The 17th century saw a steady expansion of its territory
and, under Narasaraja Wodeyar I and Chikka Devaraja Wodeyar, the kingdom annexed large
expanses of what is now southern Karnataka and parts of Tamil Nadu, to become a powerful state in
the southern Deccan.

Mysore city, 1968

The kingdom reached the height of its military power and dominion in the latter half of the 18th
century under the de facto rulers Hyder Ali and his son Tipu Sultan. The latter demolished parts of
Mysore to remove legacies of the Wodeyar dynasty. During this time, Mysore kingdom came into
conflict with the Marathas, the British and the Nizam of Golconda, leading to the four Anglo-Mysore
wars, success in the first two of which was followed by defeat in the third and fourth. After Tipu
Sultan's death in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War in 1799, the capital of the kingdom was moved back
to Mysore from Seringapatam, and the kingdom was distributed by the British to their allies of the
Fourth Mysore war. The landlocked interior of the previous Mysore Kingdom was turned into a
princely state under the suzerainty of the British Crown. The former Wodeyar rulers were reinstated
as puppet monarchs, now styled Maharajas. The British administration was assisted locally by Diwan
(chief minister) Purnaiah. Purnaiah is credited with improving Mysore's public works. Mysore lost its
status as the administrative centre of the kingdom in 1831, when the British commissioner moved
the capital to Bangalore. It regained that status in 1881 and remained the capital of the Princely State
of Mysore within the British Indian Empire until India became independent in 1947.
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The Mysore municipality was established in 1888 and the city was divided into eight wards. In 1897
an outbreak of bubonic plague killed nearly half of the population of the city. With the establishment
of the City Improvement Trust Board (CITB) in 1903, Mysore became one of the first cities in Asia to
undertake planned development of the city. Public demonstrations and meetings were held there
during the Quit India movement and other phases of the Indian independence movement.
After Indian Independence, Mysore city remained as part of the Mysore State, now known as
Karnataka. Jayachamarajendra Wodeyar, then king of Mysore, was allowed to retain his titles and
was nominated as the Rajapramukh (appointed governor) of the state. He died in September 1974
and was cremated in Mysore city. Over the years, Mysore became well known as a centre for
tourism; the city remained largely peaceful, except for occasional riots related to the Kaveri river
water dispute. Among the events that took place in Mysore and made national headlines were a fire
at a television studio that claimed 62 lives in 1989, and the sudden deaths of many animals at the
Mysore Zoo.

1969

The Kingdom of Mysore was a kingdom in southern India, traditionally believed to have been
founded in 1399 in the vicinity of the modern city of Mysore. The kingdom, which was ruled by the
Wodeyar family, initially served as a vassal state of the Vijayanagara Empire. With the decline of the
Vijayanagara Empire (c. 1565), the kingdom became independent. The 17th century saw a steady
expansion of its territory and during the rule of Narasaraja Wodeyar I and Chikka Devaraja Wodeyar,
the kingdom annexed large expanses of what is now southern Karnataka and parts of Tamil Nadu to
become a powerful state in the southern Deccan.

Sita Vilasa Chatram, Mysore – 1895 / "The photo shows the two faces of the Market with the Dufferin Fountain on the left. All articles of
daily consumption as food are vended here. The building is fireproof, having arched roofs." ( um 1890)

The kingdom reached the height of its economic and military power and dominion in the latter half of
the 18th century under the de facto ruler Haider Ali and his son Tipu Sultan. During this time, it came
into conflict with the Marathas, the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Kingdom of Travancore and the British,
which culminated in the four Anglo-Mysore Wars. Success in the first Anglo-Mysore war and a
stalemate in the second was followed by defeat in the third and fourth. Following Tipu's death in the

fourth war of 1799, large parts of his kingdom were annexed by the British, which signalled the end
of a period of Mysorean hegemony over southern Deccan. The British restored the Wodeyars to their
throne by way of a subsidiary alliance and the diminished Mysore was transformed into a princely
state. The Wodeyars continued to rule the state until Indian independence in 1947, when Mysore
acceded to the Union of India.
Even as a princely state, Mysore came to be counted among the more developed and urbanised
regions of India. This period (1799–1947) also saw Mysore emerge as one of the important centres of
art and culture in India. The Mysore kings were not only accomplished exponents of the fine arts and
men of letters, they were enthusiastic patrons as well, and their legacies continue to influence music
and art even today.

Sources for the history of the kingdom include numerous extant lithic and copper plate inscriptions,
records from the Mysore palace and contemporary literary sources in Kannada, Persian and other
languages. According to traditional accounts, the kingdom originated as a small state based in the
modern city of Mysore and was founded by two brothers, Yaduraya (also known as Vijaya) and
Krishnaraya. Their origins are mired in legend and are still a matter of debate; while some historians
posit a northern origin at Dwarka, others locate it in Karnataka. Yaduraya is said to have married
Chikkadevarasi, the local princess and assumed the feudal title "Wodeyar" (lit, "Lord"), which the
ensuing dynasty retained. The first unambiguous mention of the Wodeyar family is in 16th century
Kannada literature from the reign of the Vijayanagara king Achyuta Deva Raya (1529–1542); the
earliest available inscription, issued by the Wodeyars themselves, dates to the rule of the petty chief
Timmaraja II in 1551.

Chenna Kesava Temple, Belur – 1895
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The kings who followed ruled as vassals of the Vijayanagara empire until the decline of the latter in
1565. By this time, the kingdom had expanded to thirty-three villages protected by a force of 300
soldiers. King Timmaraja II conquered some surrounding chiefdoms, and King Bola Chamaraja IV (lit,
"Bald"), the first ruler of any political significance among them, withheld tribute to the nominal
Vijayanagara monarch Aravidu Ramaraya. After the death of Aravidu Aliya Rama Raya, the Wodeyars
began to assert themselves further and King Raja Wodeyar I wrested control of Srirangapatna from

the Vijayanagara governor (Mahamandaleshvara) Aravidu Tirumalla – a development which elicited,
if only ex post facto, the tacit approval of Venkatapati Raya, the incumbent king of the diminished
Vijayanagar empire ruling from Chandragiri. Raja Wodeyar I's reign also saw territorial expansion
with the annexation of Channapatna to the north from Jaggadeva Raya – a development which made
Mysore a regional political factor to reckon with.
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Consequently, by 1612–13, the Wodeyars exercised a great deal of autonomy and even though they
acknowledged the nominal overlordship of the Aravidu dynasty, tributes and transfers of revenue to
Chandragiri stopped. This was in marked contrast to other major chiefs Nayaks of Tamil country who
continued to pay off Chandragiri emperors well into the 1630s. Chamaraja VI and Kanthirava
Narasaraja I attempted to expand further northward but were thwarted by the Bijapur Sultanate and
its Maratha subordinates, though the Bijapur armies under Ranadullah Khan were effectively
repelled in their 1638 siege of Srirangapatna.Expansionist ambitions then turned southward into
Tamil country where Narasaraja Wodeyar acquired Satyamangalam (in modern northern Coimbatore
district) while his successor Dodda Devaraja Wodeyar expanded further to capture western Tamil
regions of Erode and Dharmapuri, after successfully repulsing the chiefs of Madurai. The invasion of
the Keladi Nayakas of Malnad was also dealt with successfully. This period was followed by one of
complex geo-political changes, when in the 1670s, the Marathas and the Mughals pressed into the
Deccan.

/ Musalman of the Mysore Transport Corps and a Madrasi Musalman of the Mysore Lancers, 1910. 7 cORONATION

Chikka Devaraja (r. 1672–1704), the most notable of Mysore's early kings, who ruled during much of
this period, managed to not only survive the exigencies but further expanded territory. He achieved
this by forging strategic alliances with the Marathas and the Mughals. The kingdom soon grew to
include Salem and Bangalore to the east, Hassan to the west, Chikkamagaluru and Tumkur to the
north and the rest of Coimbatore to the south. Despite this expansion, the kingdom, which now
accounted for a fair share of land in the southern Indian heartland, extending from the Western
Ghats to the western boundaries of the Coromandel plain, remained landlocked without direct
coastal access. Chikka Devaraja's attempts to remedy this brought Mysore into conflict with the
Nayaka chiefs of Ikkeri and the kings (Rajas) of Kodagu (modern Coorg); who between them

controlled the Kanara coast (coastal areas of modern Karnataka) and the intervening hill region
respectively. The conflict brought mixed results with Mysore annexing Periyapatna but suffering a
reversal at Palupare.
Nevertheless, from around 1704, when the kingdom passed on to "Muteking" (Mukarasu) Kanthirava
Narasaraja II, the survival and expansion of the kingdom was achieved by playing a delicate game of
alliance, negotiation, subordination on occasion, and annexation of territory in all directions.
According to historians Sanjay Subrahmanyam and Sethu Madhava Rao, Mysore was now formally a
tributary of the Mughal empire. Mughul records claim a regular tribute (peshkash) was paid by
Mysore. However, historian Suryanath U. Kamath feels the Mughals may have considered Mysore an
ally, a situation brought about by Mughal–Maratha competition for supremacy in southern India. By
the 1720s, with the Mughal empire in decline, further complications arose with the Mughal residents
at both Arcot and Sira claiming tribute.

The years that followed saw Krishnaraja Wodeyar I tread cautiously on the matter while keeping the
Kodagu chiefs and the Marathas at bay. He was followed by Chamaraja Wodeyar VII during whose
reign power fell into the hands of prime minister (Dalwai or Dalavoy) Nanjarajiah (or Nanjaraja) and
chief minister (Sarvadhikari) Devarajiah (or Devaraja), the influential brothers from Kalale town near
Nanjangud who would rule for the next three decades with the Wodeyars relegated to being the
titular heads. The latter part of the rule of Krishnaraja II saw the Deccan Sultanates being eclipsed by
the Mughals and in the confusion that ensued, Haider Ali, a captain in the army, rose to prominence.
His victory against the Marathas at Bangalore in 1758, resulting in the annexation of their territory,
made him an iconic figure. In honour of his achievements, the king gave him the title "Nawab Haider
Ali Khan Bahadur".

Haider Ali has earned an important place in the history of Karnataka for his fighting skills and
administrative acumen. The rise of Haidar came at a time of important political developments in the
sub-continent. While the European powers were busy transforming themselves from trading
companies to political powers, the Nizam as the subedar of the Mughals pursued his ambitions in the
Deccan, and the Marathas, following their defeat at Panipat, sought safe havens in the south. The
period also saw the French vie with the British for control of the Carnatic—a contest in which the

British would eventually prevail as British commander Sir Eyre Coote decisively defeated the French
under the Comte de Lally at the Battle of Wandiwash in 1760, a watershed in Indian history as it
cemented British supremacy in South Asia. Though the Wodeyars remained the nominal heads of
Mysore during this period, real power lay in the hands of Haider Ali and his son Tipu.
By 1761, the Maratha menace had diminished and by 1763, Haider Ali had captured the Keladi
kingdom, defeated the rulers of Bilgi, Bednur and Gutti, invaded the Malabar in the south and
conquered the Zamorin's capital Calicut with ease in 1766 and extended the Mysore kingdom up to
Dharwad and Bellary in the north. Mysore was now a major political power in the subcontinent and
Haider's meteoric rise from relative obscurity and his defiance formed one of the last remaining
challenges to complete British hegemony over the Indian subcontinent—a challenge which would
take them more than three decades to overcome.

In a bid to stem Haidar's rise, the British formed an alliance with the Marathas and the Nizam of
Golconda, culminating in the First Anglo-Mysore War in 1767. Despite numerical superiority Haider
Ali suffered defeats at the battles of Chengham and Tiruvannamalai. The British ignored his overtures
for peace until Haider Ali had strategically moved his armies to within five miles of Madras (modern
Chennai) and was able to successfully sue for peace. In 1770, when the Maratha armies of
Madhavrao Peshwa invaded Mysore (three wars were fought between 1764 and 1772 by Madhavrao
against Haider, in which Haider lost), Haider expected British support as per the 1769 treaty but they
betrayed him by staying out of the conflict. The British betrayal and Haider's subsequent defeat
reinforced Haider's deep distrust of the British—a sentiment that would be shared by his son and one
which would inform Anglo-Mysore rivalries of the next three decades. In 1777, Haider Ali recovered
the previously lost territories of Coorg and Malabar from the Marathas. Haider Ali's army advanced
towards the Marathas and fought them at the Battle of Saunshi and came out victorious during the
same year.

By 1779, Haider Ali had captured parts of modern Tamil Nadu and Kerala in the south, extending the
Kingdom's area to about 205,000 km². In 1780, he befriended the French and made peace with the
Marathas and the Nizam. However, Haider Ali was betrayed by the Marathas and the Nizam, who
made treaties with the British as well. In July 1779 Haider Ali headed an army of 80,000, mostly

cavalry, descending through the passes of the Ghats amid burning villages, before laying siege to
British forts in northern Arcot starting the Second Anglo-Mysore War. Haider Ali had some initial
successes against the British notably at Pollilur, the worst defeat the British suffered in India until
Chillianwala, and Arcot, until the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote]], when the fortunes of the British began to
change. On 1 June 1781 Coote] struck the first heavy blow against Haider Ali in the decisive Battle of
Porto Novo. The battle was won by Coote against odds of five to one, and is regarded as one of the
greatest feats of the British in India. It was followed up by another hard-fought battle at Pollilur (the
scene of an earlier triumph of Haider Ali over a British force) on 27 August, in which the British won
another success, and by the rout of the Mysore troops at Sholinghur a month later. Haider Ali died on
7 December 1782, even as fighting continued with the British. He was succeeded by his son Tipu
Sultan who continued hostilities against the British by recapturing Baidanur and Mangalore.

View of Nandidrug (Bangalore) – 1790 / View of Nandidrug (Nandi Hills, Bangalore) with three English soldiers in the foreground and
two Indian horsemen in the middle distance. Between 1790 and 1792.

By 1783 neither the British nor Mysore were able to obtain a clear overall victory. The French
withdrew their support of Mysore following the peace settlement in Europe. Undaunted, Tipu,
popularly known as the "Tiger of Mysore", continued the war against the British but lost some
regions in modern coastal Karnataka to them. The Maratha–Mysore War occurred between 1785 and
1787 and consisted of a series of conflicts between the Sultanate of Mysore and the Maratha Empire.
Following Tipu Sultan's victory against the Marathas at the Siege of Bahadur Benda, a peace
agreement was signed between the two kingdoms with mutual gains and losses. Similarly, the treaty
of Mangalore was signed in 1784 bringing hostilities with the British to a temporary and uneasy halt
and restoring the others' lands to the status quo ante bellum. The treaty is an important document in
the history of India, because it was the last occasion when an Indian power dictated terms to the
British, who were made to play the role of humble supplicants for peace. A start of fresh hostilities
between the British and French in Europe would have been sufficient reason for Tipu to abrogate his
treaty and further his ambition of striking at the British. His attempts to lure the Nizam, the
Marathas, the French and the King of Turkey failed to bring direct military aid.

North Entrance of Tippoos Palace at Bangalore. 1805

Tipu's successful attacks in 1790 on the Kingdom of Travancore, a British ally, was an effective victory
for him, however it resulted in greater hostilities with the British which resulted in the Third AngloMysore War. In the beginning, the British made gains, taking the Coimbatore district, but Tipu's
counterattack reversed many of these gains. By 1792, with aid from the Marathas who attacked from
the north-west and the Nizam who moved in from the north-east, the British under Lord Cornwallis
successfully besieged Srirangapatna, resulting in Tipu's defeat and the Treaty of Srirangapatna. Half
of Mysore was distributed among the allies, and two of his sons were held to ransom. A humiliated
but indomitable Tipu went about re-building his economic and military power. He attempted to
covertly win over support from Revolutionary France, the Amir of Afghanistan, the Ottoman Empire
and Arabia. However, these attempts to involve the French soon became known to the British, who
were at the time fighting the French in Egypt, were backed by the Marathas and the Nizam. In 1799,
Tipu died defending Srirangapatna in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War, heralding the end of the
Kingdom's independence. Modern Indian historians consider Tipu Sultan an inveterate enemy of the
British, an able administrator and an innovator.

/
1910

/ HH the Maharajah of Mysore, Sri. Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV GCSI, standing at a palace balcony in ceremonial robes. circa 1900-

Following Tipu's fall, a part of the kingdom of Mysore was annexed and divided between the Madras
Presidency and the Nizam. The remaining territory was transformed into a Princely State; the fiveyear-old scion of the Wodeyar family, Krishnaraja III, was installed on the throne with chief minister
(Diwan) Purnaiah, who had earlier served under Tipu, handling the reins as regent and Lt. Col. Barry
Close taking charge as the British Resident. The British then took control of Mysore's foreign policy
and also exacted an annual tribute and a subsidy for maintaining a standing British army at Mysore.
As Diwan, Purnaiah distinguished himself with his progressive and innovative administration until he
retired from service in 1811 (and died shortly thereafter) following the 16th birthday of the boy king.
Mysore Palace built between 1897 and 1912

The years that followed witnessed cordial relations between Mysore and the British until things
began to sour in the 1820s. Even though the Governor of Madras, Thomas Munro, determined after
a personal investigation in 1825 that there was no substance to the allegations of financial
impropriety made by A. H. Cole, the incumbent Resident of Mysore, the Nagar rebellion (a civil

insurrection) which broke out towards the end of the decade changed things considerably. In 1831,
close on the heels of the insurrection and citing mal-administration, the British took direct control of
the princely state.For the next fifty years, Mysore passed under the rule of successive British
Commissioners; Sir Mark Cubbon, renowned for his statesmanship, served from 1834 until 1861 and
put into place an efficient and successful administrative system which left Mysore a well-developed
state.
In 1876–77, however, towards the end of the period of direct British rule, Mysore was struck by a
devastating famine with estimated mortality figures ranging between 700,000 and 1,100,000, or
nearly a fifth of the population. Shortly thereafter, Maharaja Chamaraja X, educated in the British
system, took over the rule of Mysore in 1881, following the success of a lobby set up by the Wodeyar
dynasty that was in favour of rendition. Accordingly, a resident British officer was appointed at the
Mysore court and a Diwan to handle the Maharaja's administration. From then onwards, until Indian
independence in 1947, Mysore remained a Princely State within the British Indian Empire, with the
Wodeyars continuing their rule.

Sravanabelagola which is also known as "the white pond of the Sravana" or "the Jain monk" This photograph of Chandragiri Hills and Tank
at Sravanabelgola taken in the 1890s by an unknown photographer, is from the Curzon Collection's 'Souvenir of Mysore Album'."The
legend runs that Bhadrabahu, a guru of great sanctity later recognised as a Jain saint, in consequence of a dreadful famine which he had
predicted, led a large number of his followers south from Ujjayini and here, overcome by the fatigues of the journey combined with old
age, ordered his people to go on whilst he remained with his chief disciple, the great emperor Chandra Gupta, and expired in a cave on the
hill, named Chandragiri after the emperor." / 2014

After the demise of Maharaja Chamaraja X, Krishnaraja IV, still a boy of eleven, ascended the throne
in 1895. His mother Maharani Kemparajammanniyavaru ruled as regent until Krishnaraja took over
the reins on 8 February 1902. Under his rule, with Sir M. Vishweshwariah as his Diwan, the Maharaja
set about transforming Mysore into a progressive and modern state, particularly in industry,
education, agriculture and art. Such were the strides that Mysore made that Mahatma Gandhi called
the Maharaja a "saintly king" (Rajarishi). Paul Brunton, the British philosopher and orientalist, John
Gunther, the American author, and British statesman Lord Samuel praised the ruler's efforts. Much
of the pioneering work in educational infrastructure that took place during this period would serve
Karnataka invaluably in the coming decades. The Maharaja was an accomplished musician, and like
his predecessors, avidly patronised the development of the fine arts. He was followed by his nephew
Jayachamaraja whose rule came to an end when he signed the instrument of accession and Mysore
joined the Indian Union on 9 August 1947.
There are no records relating to the administration of the Mysore territory during the Vijayanagara
Empire's reign (1399–1565). Signs of a well-organised and independent administration appear from
the time of Raja Wodeyar I who is believed to have been sympathetic towards peasants (raiyats) who
were exempted from any increases in taxation during his time. The first sign that the kingdom had
established itself in the area was the issuing of gold coins (Kanthirayi phanam) resembling those of
the erstwhile Vijayanagara Empire during Narasaraja Wodeyar's rule.
The rule of Chikka Devaraja saw several reforms were effected. Internal administration was
remodeled to suit the kingdom's growing needs and became more efficient. A postal system came

into being. Far reaching financial reforms were also introduced. A number of petty taxes were
imposed in place of direct taxes, as a result of which the peasants were compelled to pay more by
way of land tax.

2014

The king is said to have taken a personal interest in the regular collection of revenues the treasury
burgeoned to 90,000,000 Pagoda (a unit of currency) – earning him the epithet "Nine crore
Narayana" (Navakoti Narayana). In 1700, he sent an embassy to Aurangazeb's court who bestowed
upon him the title Jug Deo Raja and awarded permission to sit on the ivory throne. Following this, he
founded the district offices (Attara Kacheri), the central secretariat comprising eighteen
departments, and his administration was modeled on Mughal lines.

2014 / Lord Cornwallis receiving the sons of Tipu as hostages, 1792

During Haider Ali's rule, the kingdom was divided into five provinces (Asofis) of unequal size,
comprising 171 taluks (Paraganas) in total. When Tipu Sultan became the de facto ruler, the
kingdom, which encompassed 160,000 km2 61,776 sq mi, was divided into 37 provinces and a total
of 124 taluks (Amil). Each province had a governor (Asof), and one deputy governor. Each taluk had a
headman called Amildar and a group of villages were in charge of a Patel. The central administration
comprised six departments headed by ministers, each aided by an advisory council of up to four
members.
When the princely state came under direct British rule in 1831, early commissioners Lushington,
Briggs and Morrison were followed by Mark Cubbon, who took charge in 1834. He made Bangalore
the capital and divided the princely state into four divisions, each under a British superintendent. The
state was further divided into 120 taluks with 85 taluk courts, with all lower level administration in
the Kannada language. The office of the commissioner had eight departments; revenue, post, police,
cavalry, public works, medical, animal husbandry, judiciary and education.
The judiciary was hierarchical with the commissioners' court at the apex, followed by the Huzur
Adalat, four superintending courts and eight Sadar Munsiff courts at the lowest level. Lewin Bowring
became the chief commissioner in 1862 and held the position until 1870. During his tenure, the

property "Registration Act", the "Indian Penal code" and "Code of Criminal Procedure" came into
effect and the judiciary was separated from the executive branch of the administration

General Lord Cornwallis receiving Tipoo Sultan’s sons as hostages (c. 1793)

The state was divided into eight districts – Bangalore, Chitraldroog, Hassan, Kadur, Kolar, Mysore,
Shimoga, and Tumkur.

/

Tipoo Sultan

/

His Highness KRISHNA RAJA WADIYAR III (1794 – 27 March 1868) / MAHARANI KEMPANANJAMMANNI

After rendition, C. V. Rungacharlu, was made the Diwan. Under him, the first Representative
Assembly of British India, with 144 members, was formed in 1881. He was followed by K. Seshadri
Iyer in 1883 during whose tenure gold mining at the Kolar Gold Fields began, the Shivanasamudra
hydroelectric project was initiated in 1899 (the first such major attempt in India) and electricity and
drinking water (the latter through pipes) was supplied to Bangalore. Seshadri Iyer was followed by P.
N. Krishnamurti, who founded The Secretariat Manual to maintain records and the Co-operative
Department in 1905, V. P. Madhava Rao who focussed on conservation of forests and T. Ananda Rao,
who finalised the Kannambadi Dam project.

Sothebys Auction: Art of Imperial India - 09 October 2013, A TIPU SULTAN BUBRI-FORM AXE-HEAD WITH TIGER'S HEAD, MYSORE, LATE
18TH CENTURY / / Distant view of the Palace at Bangalore from the grounds - 1890

Sir M. Visvesvaraya, popularly known as the "Maker of Modern Mysore", holds a key place in the
history of Karnataka. An engineer by education, he became the Diwan in 1909. Under his tenure,
membership of the Mysore Legislative Assembly was increased from 18 to 24, and it was given the
power to discuss the state budget. The Mysore Economic Conference was expanded into three
committees; industry and commerce, education, and agriculture, with publications in English and
Kannada. Important projects commissioned during his time included the construction of the
Kannambadi Dam, the founding of the Mysore Iron Works at Bhadravathi, founding of the Mysore
University in 1916, the University Visvesvaraya College of Engineering in Bangalore, establishment of
the Mysore state railway department and numerous industries in Mysore. In 1955, he was awarded
the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honor.
Sir Mirza Ismail took office as Diwan in 1926 and built on the foundation laid by his predecessor.
Amongst his contributions were the expansion of the Bhadravathi Iron Works, the founding of a
cement and paper factory in Bhadravathi and the launch of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. A man
with a penchant for gardens, he founded the Brindavan Gardens (Krishnaraja Sagar) and built the
Kaveri River high-level canal to irrigate 490 km2 in modern Mandya district.
In 1939 Mandya District was carved out of Mysore District, bringing the number of districts in the
state to nine.

LAST EFFORT OF TIPPOO SULTAN, IN DEFENCE OF THE FORTRESS OF SERINGAPATAM /

/

War helmet of Tipu Sultan

The Kingdom of Mysore reached a peak in economic power under Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan, in the
post-Mughal era of the mid-late 18th century. They embarked on an ambitious program of economic
development, aiming to increase the wealth and revenue of Mysore. Under their reign, Mysore
overtook the Bengal Subah as India's dominant economic power, with productive agriculture and
textile manufacturing.
Tipu Sultan is credited with founding state trading depots in various locations of his kingdom. In
addition, he founded depots in foreign locations such as Karachi, Jeddah and Muscat, where Mysore
products were sold. During Tipu's rule French technology was used for the first time in carpentry and
smithing, Chinese technology was used for sugar production, and technology from Bengal helped
improve the sericulture industry. State factories were established in Kanakapura and
Taramandelpeth for producing cannons and gunpowder respectively. The state held the monopoly in
the production of essentials such as sugar, salt, iron, pepper, cardamom, betel nut, tobacco and
sandalwood, as well as the extraction of incense oil from sandalwood and the mining of silver, gold
and precious stones. Sandalwood was exported to China and the Persian Gulf countries and
sericulture was developed in twenty-one centers within the kingdom.
The Mysore silk industry was initiated during the rule of Tipu Sultan. Later the industry was hit by a
global depression and competition from imported silk and rayon. In the second half of the 20th
century, it however revived and the Mysore State became the top multivoltine silk producer in India.

/

/

Indian Demons attacking Fort defended by European Troops - c. 1791

Under Tipu Sultan, Mysore enjoyed one of the world's highest real wages and living standards in the
late 18th century, higher than Britain, which in turn had the highest living standards in Europe.
Mysore's average per-capita income was five times higher than subsistence level i.e. five times higher
than $400 (1990 international dollars), or $2,000 per capita. In comparison, the highest national percapita incomes in 1820 were $1,838 for the Netherlands and $1,706 for Britain.

Hyder’s tomb / Chamundesvari Temple, Chamundi Hill, Mysore - 1895

This system changed under the British, when tax payments were made in cash, and were used for the
maintenance of the army, police and other civil and public establishments. A portion of the tax was
transferred to England as the "Indian tribute" Unhappy with the loss of their traditional revenue
system and the problems they faced, peasants rose in rebellion in many parts of south India. After
1800, the Cornwallis land reforms came into effect. Reade, Munro, Graham and Thackeray were
some administrators who improved the economic conditions of the masses. However, the homespun
textile industry suffered during British rule, with the exception of the producers of the finest cloth
and the coarse cloth which was popular with the rural masses. This was due to the manufacturing
mills of Manchester, Liverpool and Scotland being more than a match for the traditional
handweaving industry, especially in spinning and weaving.
The economic revolution in England and the tariff policies of the British also caused massive deindustrialization in other sectors throughout India and Mysore. For example, the gunny bag weaving
business had been a monopoly of the Goniga people, which they lost when the British began ruling
the area. The import of a chemical substitute for saltpetre (potassium nitrate) affected the Uppar
community, the traditional makers of saltpetre for use in gunpowder. The import of kerosene
affected the Ganiga community which supplied oils.
Foreign enamel and crockery industries affected the native pottery business, and mill-made blankets
replaced the country-made blankets called kambli. This economic fallout led to the formation of
community-based social welfare organisations to help those within the community to cope better
with their new economic situation, including youth hostels for students seeking education and
shelter. However, the British economic policies created a class structure consisting of a newly

established middle class comprising various blue and white-collared occupational groups, including
agents, brokers, lawyers, teachers, civil servants and physicians. Due to a more flexible caste
hierarchy, the middle class contained a heterogeneous mix of people from different castes.

The Daria Dowlut in Seringapatam. Frescoes on wall – 1868 Karnataka has a long tradition of paintings used to decorate the walls of
temples and palaces, although most surviving paintings date from the post-Vijayanagar era, after the 16th century. Srirangapatna, the seat
of the Mysore Wodeyars who made it their capital in 1610, was a cultural centre and source of paintings. The tradition continued in the era
of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan who took over from the Wodeyars in the second half of the 18th century. The walls of Darya Daulat Bagh, the
summer palace of Tipu Sultan, are covered with impressive paintings

The early kings of the Wodeyar dynasty worshipped the Hindu god Shiva. The later kings, starting
from the 17th century, took to Vaishnavism, the worship of the Hindu god Vishnu. According to
musicologist Meera Rajaram Pranesh, King Raja Wodeyar I was a devotee of the god Vishnu, King
Dodda Devaraja was honoured with the title "Protector of Brahmins" (Deva Brahmana Paripalaka) for
his support to Brahmins, and Maharaja Krishnaraja III was devoted to the goddess Chamundeshwari
(a form of Hindu goddess Durga). Wilks ("History of Mysore", 1800) wrote about a Jangama
(Veerashaiva saint-devotee of Shiva) uprising, related to excessive taxation, which was put down
firmly by Chikka Devaraja. Historian D.R. Nagaraj claims that four hundred Jangamas were murdered
in the process but clarifies that Veerashiava literature itself is silent about the issue. Historian
Suryanath Kamath claims King Chikka Devaraja was a Srivaishnava (follower of Sri Vaishnavism, a sect
of Vaishnavism) but was not anti-Veerashaiva. Historian Aiyangar concurs that some of the kings
including the celebrated Narasaraja I and Chikka Devaraja were Vaishnavas, but suggests this may
not have been the case with all Wodeyar rulers. The rise of the modern day Mysore city as a centre
of south Indian culture has been traced from the period of their sovereignty. Raja Wodeyar I initiated
the celebration of the Dasara festival in Mysore, a proud tradition of the erstwhile Vijayanagara royal
family
Jainism, though in decline during the late medieval period, also enjoyed the patronage of the Mysore
kings, who made munificent endowments to the Jain monastic order at the town of
Shravanabelagola. Records indicate that some Wodeyar kings not only presided over the
Mahamastakabhisheka ceremony, an important Jain religious event at Shravanabelagola, but also
personally offered prayers (puja) during the years 1659, 1677, 1800, 1825, 1910, 1925, 1940, and
1953.

The contact between South India and Islam goes back to the 7th century, when trade between Hindu
kingdoms and Islamic caliphates thrived. These Muslim traders settled on the Malabar Coast and
married local Hindu women, and their descendants came to be known as Mappillas. By the 14th
century, Muslims had become a significant minority in the south, though the advent of Portuguese
missionaries checked their growth.

Haider Ali, though a devout Muslim, did not allow his faith to interfere with the administration of the
predominantly Hindu kingdom. Historians are, however, divided on the intentions of Haider Ali's son,
Tipu Sultan. It has been claimed that Tipu raised Hindus to prominent positions in his administration,
made generous grants to Hindu temples and brahmins, and generally respected other faiths, and that
any religious conversions that Tipu undertook were as punishment to those who rebelled against his
authority. However, this has been countered by other historians who claim that Tipu Sultan treated
the non-Muslims of Mysore far better than those of the Malabar, Raichur and Kodagu regions. They
opine that Tipu was responsible for mass conversions of Christians and Hindus in these regions,
either by force or by offering them tax incentives and revenue benefits to convert.

Prior to the 18th century, the society of the kingdom followed age-old and deeply established norms
of social interaction between people. Accounts by contemporaneous travellers indicate the
widespread practice of the Hindu caste system and of animal sacrifices during the nine-day
celebrations (called Mahanavami). Later, fundamental changes occurred due to the struggle between
native and foreign powers. Though wars between the Hindu kingdoms and the Sultanates continued,
the battles between native rulers (including Muslims) and the newly arrived British took centre stage.
The spread of English education, the introduction of the printing press and the criticism of the
prevailing social system by Christian missionaries helped make the society more open and flexible.
The rise of modern nationalism throughout India also affected Mysore.
With the advent of British power, English education gained prominence in addition to traditional
education in local languages. These changes were orchestrated by Lord Elphinstone, the governor of
the Madras Presidency. His plan became the constitution of the central collegiate institution or
University Board in 1841. Accordingly, a high school department of the university was established.
For imparting education in the interior regions, schools were raised in principal towns which

eventually were elevated to college level, with each college becoming central to many local schools
(zilla schools). The earliest English-medium schools appeared in 1833 in Mysore and spread across
the region. In 1858, the department of education was founded in Mysore and by 1881, there were an
estimated 2,087 English-medium schools in the state of Mysore. Higher education became available
with the formation of Bangalore Central College in Bangalore (1870), Maharaja's College (1879),
Maharani's College (1901) and the Mysore University (1916) in Mysore and the St. Agnes College in
Mangalore (1921).

The Main Street, Bangalore - 1890
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Social reforms aimed at removing practices such as sati and social discrimination based upon
untouchability, as well as demands for the emancipation of the lower classes, swept across India and
influenced Mysore territory. In 1894, the kingdom passed laws to abolish the marriage of girls below
the age of eight. Remarriage of widowed women and marriage of destitute women was encouraged,
and in 1923, some women were granted the permission to exercise their franchise in elections.There
were, however, uprisings against British authority in the Mysore territory, notably the Kodagu
uprising in 1835 (after the British dethroned the local ruler Chikkaviraraja) and the Kanara uprising of
1837.

2014

The era of printing heralded by Christian missionaries, notably Hermann Mögling, resulted in the
founding of printing presses across the kingdom. The publication of ancient and contemporary
Kannada books (such as the Pampa Bharata and the Jaimini Bharata), a Kannada-language Bible, a
bilingual dictionary and a Kannada newspaper called Kannada Samachara began in the early 19th
century. Aluru Venkata Rao published a consolidated Kannada history glorifying the achievements of
Kannadigas in his book Karnataka Gatha Vaibhava.
Classical English and Sanskrit drama, and native Yakshagana musical theater influenced the Kannada
stage and produced famous dramatists like Gubbi Veeranna. The public began to enjoy Carnatic
music through its broadcast via public address systems set up on the palace grounds.Mysore
paintings, which were inspired by the Bengal Renaissance, were created by artists such as
Sundarayya, Ala Singarayya, and B. Venkatappa.

The era of the Kingdom of Mysore is considered a golden age in the development of Kannada
literature. Not only was the Mysore court adorned by famous Brahmin and Veerashaiva writers and
composers, the kings themselves were accomplished in the fine arts and made important
contributions. While conventional literature in philosophy and religion remained popular, writings in
new genres such as chronicle, biography, history, encyclopedia, novel, drama, and musical treatise
became popular. A native form of folk literature with dramatic representation called Yakshagana
gained popularity. A remarkable development of the later period was the influence of English
literature and classical Sanskrit literature on Kannada.
Govinda Vaidya, a native of Srirangapatna, wrote Kanthirava Narasaraja Vijaya, a eulogy of his patron
King Narasaraja I. Written in sangatya metre (a composition meant to be rendered to the
accompaniment of a musical instrument), the book describes the king's court, popular music and the
types of musical compositions of the age in twenty-six chapters. King Chikka Devaraja was the
earliest composer of the dynasty. To him is ascribed the famous treatise on music called Geetha
Gopala. Though inspired by Jayadeva's Sanskrit writing Geetha Govinda, it had an originality of its
own and was written in saptapadi metre.Contemporary poets who left their mark on the entire
Kannada-speaking region include the brahmin poet Lakshmisa and the itinerant Veerashaiva poet
Sarvajna. Female poets also played a role in literary developments, with Cheluvambe (the queen of
Krishnaraja Wodeyar I), Helavanakatte Giriyamma, Sri Rangamma (1685) and Sanchi Honnamma
(Hadibadeya Dharma, late 17th century) writing notable works.

A polyglot, King Narasaraja II authored fourteen Yakshaganas in various languages, though all are
written in Kannada script. Maharaja Krishnaraja III was a prolific writer in Kannada for which he
earned the honorific Abhinava Bhoja (a comparison to the medieval King Bhoja). Over forty writings
are attributed to him, of which the musical treatise Sri Tatwanidhi and a poetical romance called
Saugandika Parinaya written in two versions, a sangatya and a drama, are most well-known. Under
the patronage of the Maharaja, Kannada literature began its slow and gradual change towards
modernity. Kempu Narayana's Mudramanjusha ("The Seal Casket", 1823) is the earliest work that has
touches of modern prose. However, the turning point came with the historically important Adbhuta
Ramayana (1895) and Ramaswamedham (1898) by Muddanna, whom the Kannada scholar

Narasimha Murthy considers "a Janus like figure" of modern Kannada literature. Muddanna has
deftly handled an ancient epic from an entirely modern viewpoint.

Basavappa Shastry, a native of Mysore and a luminary in the court of Maharaja Krishnaraja III and
Maharaja Chamaraja X, is known as the "Father of Kannada theatre" (Kannada Nataka Pitamaha). He
authored dramas in Kannada and translated William Shakespeare's "Othello" to Shurasena Charite.
His well-known translations from Sanskrit to Kannada are many and include Kalidasa and Abhignyana
Shakuntala.
Under Maharaja Krishnaraja III and his successors – Chamaraja X, Krishnaraja IV and the last ruler,
Jayachamaraja, the Mysore court came to be the largest and most renowned patron of music. While
the Tanjore and Travancore courts also extended great patronage and emphasised preservation of
the art, the unique combination of royal patronage of individual musicians, founding of music schools
to kindle public interest and a patronage of European music publishers and producers set Mysore
apart. Maharaja Krishnaraja III, himself a musician and musicologist of merit, composed a number of
javalis (light lyrics) and devotional songs in Kannada under the title Anubhava pancharatna. His
compositions bear the nom de plume (mudra) "Chamundi'" or '"Chamundeshwari'", in honour of the
Wodeyar family deity. His successor Chamaraja X founded the Oriental Library in 1891 to house
music books and also commissioned phonograph recordings of several musicians for the palace
library.

Belur, 2014

Under Krishnaraja IV, art received further patronage. A distinct school of music which gave
importance to raga and bhava evolved. The Royal School of Music founded at the palace helped
institutionalise teaching of the art. Carnatic compositions were printed and the European staff
notation came to be employed by royal musicians. Western music was also encouraged – Margaret
Cousins' piano concerto with the Palace Orchestra marked the celebrations of Beethoven's centenary
in Bangalore. Maharaja Jayachamaraja, also a renowned composer of Carnatic kritis (a musical
composition), sponsored a series of recordings of Russian composer Nikolas Medtner and others. The
court ensured that Carnatic music also kept up with the times. Gramophone recordings of the palace
band were made and sold commercially. Attention was paid to "technology of the concert". Lavish
sums were spent on acquiring various instruments including the unconventional horn violin,
theremin and calliaphone, a mechanical music player.

The Mysore court was home to several renowned experts (vidwan) of the time. Veena Sheshanna, a
court musician during the rule of Maharaja Chamaraja X, is considered one of the greatest exponents
of the veena. His achievements in classical music won Mysore a premier place in the art of
instrumental Carnatic music and he was given the honorific Vainika Shikhamani by Maharaja
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV. Mysore Vasudevacharya was a noted musician and composer in Sanskrit and
Telugu from Mysore. He holds the unique distinction of being patronised by four generations of
Mysore kings and rulers and for being court musician to three of them. H.L. Muthiah Bhagavatar was
another musician-composer who adorned the Mysore court. Considered one of the most important
composers of the post-Tyagaraja period, he is credited with about 400 compositions in Sanskrit,
Kannada, Telugu and Tamil under the pen name "Harikesha". Among violinists, T. Chowdiah emerged
as one of the most accomplished exponents of the time. He is known to have mastered the sevenstringed violin. Chowdiah was appointed court musician by Maharaja Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV in 1939
and received such titles as "Sangeeta Ratna" and "Sangeeta Kalanidhi". He is credited with
compositions in Kannada, Telugu and Sanskrit under the pen name "Trimakuta".
The architectural style of courtly and royal structures in the kingdom underwent profound changes
during British rule – a mingling of European traditions with native elements. The Hindu temples in
the kingdom were built in typical South Indian Dravidian style – a modest version of the Vijayanagara
building idiom. When in power, Tipu Sultan constructed a palace and a mosque in Srirangapatna, his
capital. However, it is the city of Mysore that is best known for its royal palaces, earning it the
nickname "City of Palaces". The city's main palace, the Mysore Palace, is also known as the Amba
Vilas Palace. The original complex was destroyed by fire and a new palace was commissioned by the
Queen-Regent and designed by the English architect Henry Irwin in 1897. The overall design is a
combination of Hindu, Islamic, Indo-Saracenic and Moorish styles, which for the first time in India,
used cast iron columns and roof frames. The striking feature of the exterior is the granite columns
that support cusped arches on the portico, a tall tower whose finial is a gilded dome with an
umbrella (chattri) on it, and groups of other domes around it. The interior is richly decorated with
marbled walls and a teakwood ceiling on which are sculptures of Hindu deities. The Durbar hall leads
to an inner private hall through silver doors. This opulent room has floor planels that are inlaid with
semi-precious stones, and a stained glass roof supported centrally by columns and arches. The
marriage hall (Kalyana mantapa) in the palace complex is noted for its stained glass octagonal dome
with peacock motifs.

The Lalitha Mahal Palace was built in 1921 by E.W. Fritchley under the commission of Maharaja
Krishnaraja IV. The architectural style is called "Renaissance" and exhibits concepts from English
manor houses and Italian palazzos. The central dome is believed to be modelled on St. Paul's
Cathedral in London. Other important features are the Italian marble staircase, the polished wooden
flooring in the banquet and dance halls, and the Belgian cut glass lamps. The Jaganmohan Palace was
commissioned in 1861 and was completed in 1910. The three-storeyed building with attractive
domes, finials and cupolas was the venue of many a royal celebration. It is now called the
Chamarajendra Art Gallery and houses a rich collection of artifacts.

The Mysore University campus, also called "Manasa Gangotri", is home to several architecturally
interesting buildings. Some of them are in European style and were completed in the late 19th
century. They include the Jayalakshmi Vilas mansion, the Crawford Hall, the Oriental Research
Institute (built between 1887 and 1891) with its Ionic and Corinthian columns, and the district offices
(Athara Kutchery, 1887). The Athara Kutchery, which initially served as the office of the British
commissioner, has an octagonal dome and a finial that adds to its beauty.

The maharaja's summer palace, built in 1880, is called the Lokaranjan Mahal, and initially served as a
school for royalty. The Rajendra Vilas Palace, built in the Indo-British style atop the Chamundi Hill,
was commissioned in 1922 and completed in 1938 by Maharaja Krishnaraja IV. Other royal mansions
built by the Mysore rulers were the Chittaranjan Mahal in Mysore and the Bangalore Palace in
Bangalore, a structure built on the lines of England's Windsor Castle. The Central Food Technical
Research Institute (Cheluvamba Mansion), built in baroque European renaissance style, was once the
residence of princess Cheluvambaamani Avaru, a sister of Maharaja Krishnaraja IV. Its extensive
pilaster work and mosaic flooring are noteworthy.

Most famous among the many temples built by the Wodeyars is the Chamundeshwari Temple atop
the Chamundi Hill. The earliest structure here was consecrated in the 12th century and was later
patronised by the Mysore rulers. Maharaja Krishnaraja III added a Dravidian-style gopuram in 1827.
The temple has silver-plated doors with images of deities. Other images include those of the Hindu
god Ganesha and of Maharaja Krishnaraja III with his three queens. Surrounding the main palace in
Mysore and inside the fort are a group of temples, built in various periods. The Prasanna
Krishnaswamy Temple (1829), the Lakshmiramana Swamy Temple whose earliest structures date to
1499, the Trinesvara Swamy Temple (late 16th century), the Shweta Varaha Swamy Temple built by
Purnaiah with a touch of Hoysala style of architecture, the Prasanna Venkataramana Swami Temple
(1836) notable for 12 murals of the Wodeyar rulers. Well-known temples outside Mysore city are the
yali ("mythical beast") pillared Venkataramana temple built in the late 17th century in the Bangalore
fort, and the Ranganatha temple in Srirangapatna.
Tipu Sultan built a wooden colonnaded palace called the Dariya Daulat Palace (lit, "garden of the
wealth of the sea") in Srirangapatna in 1784. Built in the Indo-Saracenic style, the palace is known for
its intricate woodwork consisting of ornamental arches, striped columns and floral designs, and
paintings. The west wall of the palace is covered with murals depicting Tipu Sultan's victory over
Colonel Baillie's army at Pollilur, near Kanchipuram in 1780. One mural shows Tipu enjoying the
fragrance of a bouquet of flowers while the battle is in progress. In that painting, the French soldiers'
moustaches distinguish them from the cleanshaven British soldiers. Also in Srirangapatna is the

Gumbaz mausoleum, built by Tipu Sultan in 1784. It houses the graves of Tipu and Haider Ali. The
granite base is capped with a dome built of brick and pilaster.
The first iron-cased and metal-cylinder rocket artillery were developed by Tipu Sultan and his father
Hyder Ali, in the 1780s. He successfully used these metal-cylinder rockets against the larger forces of
the British East India Company during the Anglo-Mysore Wars. The Mysore rockets of this period
were much more advanced than what the British had seen, chiefly because of the use of iron tubes
for holding the propellant; this enabled higher thrust and longer range for the missile (up to 2 km
range). After Tipu's eventual defeat in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War and the capture of the Mysore
iron rockets, they were influential in British rocket development, inspiring the Congreve rocket,
which was soon put into use in the Napoleonic Wars.

According to Stephen Oliver Fought and John F. Guilmartin, Jr. in Encyclopædia Britannica (2008):
Hyder Ali, prince of Mysore, developed war rockets with an important change: the use of metal
cylinders to contain the combustion powder. Although the hammered soft iron he used was crude,
the bursting strength of the container of black powder was much higher than the earlier paper
construction. Thus a greater internal pressure was possible, with a resultant greater thrust of the
propulsive jet. The rocket body was lashed with leather thongs to a long bamboo stick. Range was
perhaps up to three-quarters of a mile (more than a kilometre). Although individually these rockets
were not accurate, dispersion error became less important when large numbers were fired rapidly in
mass attacks. They were particularly effective against cavalry and were hurled into the air, after
lighting, or skimmed along the hard dry ground. Tipu Sultan, continued to develop and expand the
use of rocket weapons, reportedly increasing the number of rocket troops from 1,200 to a corps of
5,000. In battles at Seringapatam in 1792 and 1799 these rockets were used with considerable effect
against the British."

The Anglo–Mysore Wars were a series of wars fought in over the last three decades of the 18th
century between the Kingdom of Mysore on the one hand, and the British East India Company
(represented chiefly by the Madras Presidency), and Maratha Confederacy and the Nizam of
Hyderabad on the other. Hyder Ali and his successor Tipu Sultan fought a war on four fronts with the
British attacking from the west, south and east, while the Marathas and the Nizam's forces attacked

from the north. The fourth war resulted in the overthrow of the house of Hyder Ali and Tipu (who
was killed in the final war, in 1799), and the dismantlement of Mysore to the benefit of the East India
Company, which won and took control of much of India.
Hyder Ali in 1762, incorrectly described as "Commander in Chief of the Marathas. At the head of his
army in the war against the British in India". (French painting)

The First Anglo-Mysore War (1767–69) saw Hyder Ali gain some measure of success against the
British, almost capturing Madras. The British convinced the Nizam of Hyderabad to attack Hyder, but
the Nizam changed sides, supporting Hyder. That was temporary however, and the Nizam signed a
new treaty with the British in Feb. 1768. Hyder did contend with a British Bombay army attacking on
the west and a Madras army attacking from the northeast. However, Hyder's attack towards Madras
resulted in the Madras government suing for peace, and the resultant Treaty of Madras.
The Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780–84) witnessed bloodier battles with fortunes fluctuating
between the contesting powers. Tipu defeated Baillie at the Battle of Pollilur in Sept. 1780, and
Braithwaite at Kumbakonam in Feb. 1782, both of whom were taken prisoner to Seringapatam. This
war saw the rise of Sir Eyre Coote, the British commander who defeated Hyder Ali at the Battle of
Porto Novo and Arni. Tipu continued the war following his father's death. Finally, the war ended with
the last British-Indian treaty with an Indian ruler on equal footing, the 11 March 1784 Treaty of
Mangalore, which restored the status quo ante bellum. The Treaty of Gajendragad in April 1787
ended the conflict with the Marathas.
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In the Third Anglo-Mysore War (1790–92), Tipu Sultan, the ruler of Mysore and an ally of France,
invaded the nearby state of Travancore in 1789 which was a British ally. British forces were
commanded by Governor-General Cornwallis himself. The resultant war lasted three years and was a
resounding defeat for Mysore. The war ended after the 1792 Siege of Seringapatam and the signing
of the Treaty of Seringapatam, according to which Tipu had to surrender half of his kingdom to the
British East India Company and its allies.

The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1798–99) saw the death of Tipu Sultan and further reductions in
Mysorean territory. Mysore's alliance with the French was seen as a threat to the East India Company
and Mysore was attacked from all four sides. Tipu's army were outnumbered 4:1 in this war. Mysore
had 35,000 soldiers, whereas the British commanded 60,000 troops. The Nizam of Hyderabad and
the Marathas launched an invasion from the north. The British won a decisive victory at the Siege of
Seringapatam (1799). Tipu was killed during the defence of the city. Much of the remaining
Mysorean territory was annexed by the British, the Nizam and the Marathas. The remaining core,
around Mysore and Seringapatam, was restored to the Indian prince belonging to the Wodeyar
dynasty, whose forefathers had been the actual rulers before Hyder Ali became the de facto ruler.
The Wodeyars ruled the remnant state of Mysore until 1947, when it joined the Union of India.

After the Battles of Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764), which established British dominion over East
India, the Anglo-Mysore Wars (1766–1799), the Anglo–Maratha Wars (1775–1818), and finally the
Anglo-Sikh Wars (1845–1849) consolidated the British claim over South Asia, resulting in the British
Empire in India, though resistance among various groups such as the Afghans and the Burmese
would last well into the 1880s.
After Tipu Sultan's eventual defeat in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War and the capture of a number of
Mysorean iron rockets, they were influential in British rocket development, inspiring the Congreve
rocket, which was soon put into use in the Napoleonic Wars.

The First Anglo–Mysore War (1766–1769) was a conflict in India between the Sultanate of Mysore and the East India
Company. The war was instigated in part by the machinations of Asaf Jah II, the Nizam of Hyderabad, who sought to divert
the company's resources from attempts to gain control of the Northern Circars.
The eighteenth century was a period of great turmoil in Indian subcontinent. Although the century opened with much of
the subcontinent under the control of the Mughal Empire, the death in 1707 of Emperor Aurangzeb resulted in the
fracturing of the empire, and a struggle among viceroys and other local rulers for territory. In the 1740s and 1750s French
and British colonial companies became more active in these local conflicts, and by the Third Carnatic War (1757–1763) the
British had not only gained somewhat solid footholds at Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta, but they had also marginalised but
not eliminated the influence of other colonial powers. Their eastern holdings at Madras were strongly influenced by treaties
with the Nawab of Carnatic, Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah, whose territory surrounded Madras. The other major powers in
the east were the Nizam of Hyderabad, formerly a viceroyalty of the Mughul Empire but declared independent in the 1720s,

held in the 1760s by Asaf Jah II, and the Sultanate of Mysore, which occupied the high plains between the Eastern and
Western Ghats, the mountain ranges separating the coastal plains of India from the interior. Nominally ruled by the
Wodeyar dynasty, control of Mysore had in 1761 come into the hands of Hyder Ali, a Muslim military leader. Each of these
powers intrigued with and against the others, and sought to draw the power of the French and British colonial companies
to serve their objectives. The colonial powers sought to influence the local powers to gain either direct control of territory,
or the revenues from territory nominally controlled by a local ruler beholden to them for financial and military support.
Since European military training was significantly better than local practices, the latter was particularly important; small
numbers of disciplined European or European-trained forces could defeat significantly larger Indian armies composed
mainly of poorly trained infantry and cavalry.

The British East India Company, seeking an overland connection between its holdings at Madras and Bengal, sought to gain
access to the Northern Circars, a series of coastal territories held by the French until 1758, when they were ousted with
British military support. They had applied to the nizam, offering to pay rent well above that he was currently receiving from
the nawab of Arcot; the nizam rejected their offers. Lord Robert Clive next applied to Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II, who in
August 1765 issued a decree granting the company rights to that territory.
At the same time, the nizam was involved in an alliance with the Marathas. Both he and the Marathas' ruling peshwa,
Madhavrao I were concerned over the expansionist threat posed by Hyder Ali. After assisting the Marathas in dealing with
one of their confederates 1765, the allies began developing plans to invade Mysore. When the British began occupying the
Northern Circars in March 1766, the nizam objected, issuing threatening letters to company authorities in Madras. He
considered going to war against the company, but his poor financial condition made this impossible. Instead he negotiated
a treaty with the company in November 1766. Under its terms the company received four of the five circar immediately
(Guntur, the fifth, having been granted to the nizam's son as a jaghir, was to be delivered upon the son's death) in exchange
for 7 lakh rupees or military support to the nizam in his endeavours. One historian describes the nizam's agreement to the
treaty as one of financial necessity, and that he was "resentful" of English power. Pursuant to this treaty, the company
provided two battalions of troops to the nizam. Under the treaty, there were no limits placed on the number of troops the
nizam could request, nor were there checks on the uses (offensive or defensive) to which he could put them.

Conflict involving Madras authorities, Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah and Hyder Ali, was also simmering. Muhammed Ali
Khan Wallajah, allied to the British, whose territory his surrounded, was upset that Hyder was harbouring opponents of his,
including his older brother Mahfuhz Khan, and Raja Saheb, the son of Chanda Saheb, a previous contender for the throne of
the Carnatic. Hyder was annoyed that the British had established a fortified outpost at Vellore, and that the company had
several times rebuffed his offers of alliance. An offer he made in late 1766 was rejected because the local company council
viewed it as incompatible with the treaty signed with the nizam.
The war began in January 1767 when the Marathas, possibly anticipating movements by the nizam, invaded northern
Mysore. They reached as far south as the Tunghabadhra River, before Hyder entered into negotiations to end the invasion.

In exchange for payments of 30 lakhs rupees the Marathas agreed to withdraw north of the Kistna River; by March, when
the nizam began his invasion, they had already withdrawn. According to Mysore historian Mark Wilks, this action by the
Marathas was a somewhat typical move to acquire wealth that might otherwise be claimed by other belligerents. The
nizam advanced as far as Bangalore, accompanied by two battalions of company troops under Colonel Joseph Smith.

In May, Smith discovered that the Hyder and the nizam were negotiating an alliance, and consequently withdrew most of
his troops to the Carnatic frontier. The deal struck between the two powers called for them to join against the British.
Hyder was to pay 18 lakhs rupees for the invasion to end, and the nizam was to recognise Hyder's son Tipu Sultan as Nawab
of the Carnatic once that territory was conquered. Despite the agreement the two sides exhibited little trust for one
another; Hyder was known to place spies in the nizam's camp.
This diplomatic maneouvring resulted in an attack against a company outpost at Changama by the combined MysoreHyderabad army under Hyder's command. Despite significantly outnumbering the British force (British estimates place the
allied army size at 70,000 to the British 7,000), the allies were repulsed with heavy losses. Hyder moved on to capture
Kaveripattinam after two days of siege, while Colonel Smith, who commanded at Changama, eventually retreated to
Tiruvannamalai for supplies and reinforcements. There Hyder again attacked, and was decisively repulsed on 26 September
1767. With the onset of the monsoon season, Hyder opted to continue campaigning rather than adopting the usual practice
of suspending operations because of the difficult conditions the weather created for armies. After overrunning a few lesser
outposts, he besieged Ambur in November 1767, forcing the British to resume campaigning. The British garrison
commander refused large bribes offered by Hyder in exchange for surrender, and the arrival of a relief column in early
December forced Hyder to lift the siege. He retreated northward, covering the movements of the nizam's forces, but was
disheartened when an entire corps of European cavalry deserted to the British. The failures of this campaign, combined
with successful British advances in the Northern Circars and secret negotiations between the British and the nizam, led to a
split between Hyder and the nizam. The latter withdrew back to Hyderabad and eventually negotiated a new treaty with
the British company in 1768. Hyder, apparently seeking an end to the conflict, made peace overtures to the British, but was
rebuffed.
Asaf Jah II opposed the East India Company in 1766, and initially allied himself with Hyder Ali during the First Anglo-Mysore
War, particularly during the Battle of Chengam, but later abandoned Mysore's cause in 1768.

In early 1768, company authorities in Bombay organised an expedition to Mysore's Malabar coast territories. Hyder had
established a small fleet, based primarily in the port of Mangalore, in the mid-1760s. This fleet, which the British reported
as numbering about ten ships, deserted en masse, apparently because the captains were unhappy with Lutf Ali Beg, a
Mysorean cavalry officer, as fleet commander. Owing to a British deception, Lutf Ali Beg also withdrew much of the
Mangalore garrison to move on what he perceived to be the British target, Onore. The British consequently occupied
Mangalore against minimal opposition in February. This activity, combined with the loss of the nizam as an ally, prompted
Hyder to withdraw from the Carnatic, and move with speed to the Malabar. Dispatching his son Tipu with an advance force,

Hyder followed, and eventually retook Mangalore and the other ports held by the over-extended British forces. He also
levied additional taxes as punishment against rebellious Nair districts that had supported the British.

During Hyder's absence from the Carnatic, the British recovered many places that Hyder had taken and only weakly
garrisoned, and advanced as far south as Dindigul. They also convinced the Marathas to enter the conflict, and a large force
of theirs, under the command of Morari Rao, joined with Colonel Smith at Ooscota in early August 1768. This army then
began preparations to besiege Bangalore, but Hyder returned to Bangalore from the Malabar on 9 August, in time to harass
the allies before the siege could begin. On 22 August Hyder attacked the Maratha camp at Ooscota, but was repulsed with
heavy losses. Hyder was then foiled in an attempt to prevent the arrival of a second British column at the allied camp; the
strength of these combined forces convinced him to retreat from Bangalore toward Gurramkonda, where he was reinforced
by his brother in law. He also attempted diplomatic measures to prevent a siege of Bangalore, offering to pay ten lakhs
rupees and grant other land concessions in exchange for peace. The British countered with an aggressive list of demands
that included payments of tribute to the nizam and larger land concessions to the British East India Company. Hyder
specifically refused to deal with Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah, whose lands were where much of the fighting had taken
place, and a man Hyder intensely disliked. The negotiations failed to reach common ground.
On 3 October, Hyder, while moving his army from Guuramkonda back toward Bangalore, surprised a small garrison of
Muhammed Ali Khan Wallajah's men at a rock fort called Mulwagal, near Ooscota. British reinforcements were sent, and
Colonel Wood was able to recover the lower fort but not the upper. The next day he went out with a few companies of men
to investigate movements that might have been cover for enemy reinforcements. This small force, numbering four
companies, was surrounded by Hyder's entire army. A stratagem by another officer, Colonel Brooks, prevented the loss of
this detachment; Colonel Brooks and another two companies dragged two cannons to the top of a nearby rise, and Brooks
called out "Smith! Smith!" while firing the cannons. Both sides interpreted this to mean that Colonel Smith was arriving in
force, and Hyder's troops began to retreat. This enabled Colonel Wood to join with Brooks and other reinforcements from
Mulwagal before Hyder realised he had been fooled. Hyder renewed his attack, but was eventually repulsed with heavy
losses: he was estimated to lose 1,000 men while the British lost about 200. The severity of the conflict convinced Colonel
Smith that he would be unable to effectively besiege Bangalore without first inflicting a major defeat on Hyder in open
battle. Company officials blamed Smith for the failure to decisively defeat Hyder, and recalled him to Madras. Hyder took
the opportunity to besiege Hosur, and Colonel Wood marched in relief of the town. As Wood approached, Hyder raised the
siege, sneaked around Wood's column, and attacked his baggage train near Bagalur. Hyder successfully captured supplies
and arms, and drove Wood in disgrace toward Venkatagiri. Wood was consequently recalled and replaced by Colonel Lang.

Hyder then raised additional forces in Mysore and went on the offensive. In November 1768 he split his army into two, and
crossed the ghats into the Carnatic, regaining control of many minor posts held by the British. En route to Erode Hyder
overwhelmed one contingent of British, who were sent as prisoners to Seringapatam when it was established that one of its
officers was fighting in violation of a parole agreement. After rapidly establishing control over much of the southern
Carnatic, his march turned toward Madras. This prompted the British to send an envoy to discuss peace; because of Hyder's

insistence that the nawab of the Carnatic be excluded from the negotiations, they went nowhere. Hyder then surprised
company authorities by taking a picked force of 6,000 cavalry and a small number of infantry, and made a three-day forced
march of 210 km to the gates of Madras.
This show of force compelled the company to negotiate further, since Madras had been left nearly defenceless by military
movements made to counter those of Hyder's main force. Hyder, who was seeking diplomatic leverage against the
Marathas, wanted an alliance of mutual defence and offence. The company refused to accede to an offensive military
treaty; the Treaty of Madras signed on 29 March 1769 had terms that each would support the other if attacked.
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The Second Anglo–Mysore War was a conflict between the Kingdom of Mysore and the British East India Company from
1780 to 1784. At the time, Mysore was a key French ally in India, and the conflict between Britain against the French and
Dutch in the American Revolutionary War sparked Anglo–Mysorean hostilities in India. The great majority of soldiers on the
company side were raised, trained, paid and commanded by the company, not the British government. However, the
company's operations were bolstered by Crown troops sent from Britain, and by troops sent from Hanover, which was also
ruled by Britain's King George III.
Following the British seizure of the French port of Mahé in 1779, Mysorean ruler Hyder Ali opened hostilities against the
British in 1780, with significant success in early campaigns. As the war progressed, the British recovered some territorial
losses. Both France and Britain sent troops and naval squadrons from Europe to assist in the war effort, which widened
later in 1780 when Britain declared war on the Dutch Republic. In 1783 news of a preliminary peace between France and
Britain reached India, resulting in the withdrawal of French support from the Mysorean war effort. The British consequently
also sought to end the conflict with Mysore, and the British government ordered the Company to secure peace with
Mysore. This resulted in the 1784 Treaty of Mangalore, restoring the status quo ante bellum under terms company officials
such as Warren Hastings found extremely unfavourable.
Hyder Ali ruled Mysore (though he did not have the title of king). Stung by what he considered a British breach of faith
during an earlier war against the Marathas, Hyder Ali committed himself to a French alliance to seek revenge against the
British. Upon the French declaration of war against Britain in 1778, aided mostly by the popularity of philosopher Benjamin
Franklin, the British East India Company resolved to drive the French out of India, by taking the few enclaves of French
possessions left on the subcontinent. The company began by capturing Pondicherry and other French outposts in 1778.
They then captured the French controlled port at Mahé on the Malabar coast in 1779. Mahé was of great strategic
importance to Hyder, who received French-supplied arms and munitions through the port, and Hyder had not only explicitly
told the British it was under his protection, he had also provided troops for its defence. Hyder set about forming a
confederacy against the British, which, in addition to the French, included the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad.

In July 1780 Hyder Ali invaded the Carnatic with an army of 80,000. He descended through the passes of the Eastern Ghats,
burning villages as he went, before laying siege to British forts in northern Arcot. The British responded by sending a force
of 5,000 to lift the sieges. From his camp at Arcot Hyder Ali sent part of his army under the command of his eldest son, Tipu
Sultan, to intercept a British force from Guntur sent to reinforce Colonel Hector Munro's army 233 km to the north at
Madras. On the morning of 10 September 1780, the British force from Guntur under the command of Colonel William
Baillie came under heavy fire from Tipu's guns near Pollilur. Baillie formed his force into a long square formation and began
to move slowly forward. However, Hyder Ali's cavalry broke through the formation's front, inflicting many casualties and
forcing Baillie to surrender. Out of the British force of 3,820 men, 336 were killed. The defeat was considered to be the East
India Company's most crushing loss in India at that time. Munro reacted to the defeat by retreating to Madras, abandoning
his baggage and dumping his cannons in the water tank at Kanchipuram, a small town some 50 kilometers south of Madras.
Naravane states in fact that it was a massacre with only 50 officers and 200 men taken prisoner, one of them Baille.
Instead of following up the victory and pressing on for a decisive victory at Madras, Hyder Ali instead renewed the siege at
Arcot, which he captured on 3 November. This decision gave the British time to shore up their defences in the south, and
despatch reinforcements under the command of Sir Eyre Coote to Madras.
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Coote, though repulsed at Chidambaram, defeated Hyder Ali three times in succession in the battles of Porto Novo, Pollilur
and Sholinghur, while Tipu was forced to raise the siege of Wandiwash, and besieged Vellore instead. The arrival of Lord
Macartney as governor of Madras in the summer of 1781 included news of war with the Dutch Republic. Macartney
ordered the seizure of the Dutch outposts in India, and the British captured the main Dutch outpost at Negapatam after
three weeks of siege in November 1781 against defenses that included 2,000 of Hyder Ali's men. This forced Hyder Ali to
realize that he could never completely defeat a power that had command of the sea, since British naval support contributed
to the victory.
Tipu also defeated Colonel Braithwaite at Annagudi near Tanjore on 18 Feb 1782. This army consisted of 100 Europeans,
300 cavalry, 1400 sepoys and 10 field pieces. Tipu seized all the guns and took the entire detachment as prisoners. In
December 1781 Tipu had successfully seized Chittur from British hands. These operations gave Tipu valuable military
experience. Both Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan successfully gained alliances with Ali Raja Bibi Junumabe II and the Muslim
Mappila community and later met with Muslim Malay from Melacca under Dutch service.
During the summer of 1782 company officials in Bombay sent additional troops to Tellicherry, from whence they began
operations against Mysorean holdings in the Malabar. Hyder Ali sent Tipu and a strong force to counter this threat, and the
latter had successfully pinned this force at Panianee when he learned of Hyder Ali's sudden death due to cancer. Tipu's
precipitate departure from the scene provided some relief to the British force, but Bombay officials sent further
reinforcements under General Matthews to the Malabar in late December to relieve before they learned of Hyder Ali's
death. When they received this news, they immediately ordered Matthews to cross the Western Ghats to take Bednore, to
the extent that he felt compelled to do so despite a lack of sound military footing for the effort. He successfully entered
Bednore, which surrendered after Matthews successfully drove Mysorean force from the ghats. However, Matthews had so
overextended his supply lines that he was soon thereafter besieged in Bednore by Tipu, and forced to capitulate. Matthews
and seventeen other officers were taken to Seringapatam, and from there to the remote hilltop prison of Gopal Drooge
(Kabbal Durga)where they were seemingly forced to imbibe a lethal poison.
On the east coast, an army led by General James Stuart marched from Madras to resupply besieged fortifications and to
dispute Cuddalore, where French forces had arrived and joined with those of Mysore. Stuart besieged Cuddalore even
though the forces were nearly equal in size. The French fleet of the Baillie de Suffren successfully drove away the British
fleet, and landed marines to assist in Cuddalore's defence. However, when word arrived of a preliminary peace between
France and Britain, the siege was ended. General Stuart, who was engaged in disputes with Lord Macartney, was eventually
recalled and sent back to England.

The British captured Mangalore in March 1783, but Tipu brought his main army over, and after recapturing Bednore,
besieged and eventually captured Mangalore. At the same time, troops from Stuart's army were joined with those of
Colonel Fullarton in the Tanjore region, where he captured the fortress at Palghautcherry in November, and then entered
Coimbatore against little resistance.

During this time, company officials received orders from company headquarters in London to bring an end to the war, and
entered negotiations with Tipu. Pursuant to a preliminary cease fire, Colonel Fullarton was ordered to abandon all of his
recent conquests. However, due to allegations that Tipu violated terms of the cease fire at Mangalore, Fullarton remained
at Palghautcherry. On 30 January the garrison of Mangalore surrendered to Tipu, having lost half its number principally to
starvation and scurvy.

The war was ended on 11 March 1784 with the signing of the Treaty of Mangalore, at which both sides agreed to restore
the others' lands to the status quo ante bellum. The treaty is an important document in the history of India, because it was
the last occasion when an Indian power dictated terms to the Company.
The great advantage to Tipu was the psychological impact of his victory with the British. The mode of conclusion was highly
satisfactory to him. The march of the Commissioner all the way from Madras to Mangalore seeking peace made Munro
remark that such indignities were throughout poured upon the British "that limited efforts seemed necessary to repudiate
the Treaty at the earliest time."
This was the second of four Anglo–Mysore Wars, which ultimately ended with British control over most of southern India.
Pursuant to the terms of the Treaty of Mangalore, the British did not participate in the conflict between Mysore and its
neighbors, the Maratha Empire and the Nizam of Hyderabad, that began in 1785. In Parliament, the Pitt administration
passed the Pitt's India Act that gave the government control of the East India Company in political matters.
A battle honour, Carnatic was awarded for two periods: 1780-1784, during the Second Anglo-Mysore War, when Hyder Ali
threatened Madras; and 1790-1792, during the Third Anglo-Mysore War, up to the siege of Mysore. Originally awarded to
three battalions of Bengal Native Infantry in 1829, it lapsed after their disbandment due to participation in the 1857
uprising. In 1889, it was awarded to twenty units of the Madras Presidency Army. The battle honour is considered
repugnant.
The Third Anglo–Mysore War (1790–1792) was a conflict in South India between the Kingdom of Mysore and the East India
Company and its allies, including the Maratha Empire and the Nizam of Hyderabad. It was the third of four Anglo–Mysore
Wars.
Tipu Sultan, the ruler of Kingdom of Mysore, and his father Hyder Ali before him, had previously fought twice with the
forces of the British East India Company. The First Anglo-Mysore War, fought in the 1760s, had ended inconclusively, with

treaty provisions including promises of mutual assistance in future conflicts. British failure to support Mysore in conflicts
with the Maratha Empire and other actions supportive of Mysore's enemies led Hyder to develop a dislike for the British.
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After the British took the French-controlled port of Mahé in 1779, Hyder, who had been receiving military supplies through
that port and had placed it under his protection, opened the Second Anglo–Mysore War. This war ended with the last
British-Indian treaty with an Indian ruler on equal footing, the 1784 Treaty of Mangalore, which restored the status quo
ante bellum under terms company officials such as Warren Hastings found extremely unfavourable for the British East India
Company. Tipu, who gained control of Mysore after his father's death in December 1782, maintained an implacable hatred
of the British, and declared not long after signing the 1784 treaty that he intended to continue battle with them given the
opportunity. He refused to free British prisoners taken during the war, one of the conditions of the treaty. Tipu Sultan
further strengthened his alliances with Ali Raja Bibi Junumabe II the Muslim ruler and the Muslim Mappila community of a
region under the Zamorin of Calicut empire,thus expanding the Sultanate of Mysore's sphere of influence.
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British General Charles, 2nd Earl Cornwallis became the Governor-General of India and Commander-in-Chief for the East
India Company in 1786. While he formally abrogated agreements with the Marathas and Hyderabad that violated terms of
the 1784 treaty, he sought informally to gain their support and that of the Nizam of Hyderabad, or at least their neutrality,
in the event of conflict with Mysore.
In 1788 the company gained control of the Circar of Guntur, the southernmost of the Northern Circars, which the company
had acquired under earlier agreements with the Nizam. In exchange, the company provided the Nizam with two battalions
of company troops. Both of these acts placed British troops closer to Mysore, but also guaranteed the Nizam would support
the British in the event of conflict.
The kingdom of Travancore had been a target of Tipu for acquisition or conquest since the end of the previous war. Indirect
attempts to take over the kingdom had failed in 1788, and Archibald Campbell, the Madras president at the time, had
warned Tipu that an attack on Travancore would be treated as a declaration of war on the company. The rajah of
Travancore also angered Tipu by extending fortifications along the border with Cochin into territory claimed by Mysore as
belonging to its vassal state,and by purchasing from the Dutch East India Company two forts in the Kingdom of Cochin, a
state paying tribute to Tipu Sultan.
In 1789 Tipu Sultan sent forces onto the Malabar Coast to put down a rebellion. Many people fled to Travancore, a state
independent of Mysore and to Cochin, a state paying tribute to Tipu, in the wake of his advance. To follow them, Tipu
began, in the fall of 1789 to build up troops at Coimbatore in preparation for an assault on the Nedumkotta, a fortified line
of defence built by Dharma Raja of Travancore to protect his domain. Cornwallis, observing this build-up, reiterated to
Campbell's successor, John Holland, that an attack on Travancore should be considered a declaration of war, and met with a

strong British response. Tipu, aware that Holland was not the experienced military officer that Campbell was, and that he
did not have the close relationship that Campbell and Cornwallis had (both had served in North America in the American
War of Independence), probably decided that this was an opportune time to attack.
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On 29 December 1789, Tipu marched 14,000 troops from Coimbatore and attacked the Nedumkotta. The first phase was an
embarrassing defeat for Tipu, when the defenders inflicted severe losses on the Tipu's forces and drove them back. While
the Mysorean forces and their allies regrouped, Governor Holland, much to Cornwallis' dismay, engaged in negotiations
with Tipu rather than mobilising the military. Cornwallis was on the brink of going to Madras to take command when he
received word that Holland's replacement, General William Medows was about to arrive. Medows forcibly removed
Holland, and set about planning operations against Tipu while building up troops at Trichinopoly.
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It was May before Medows was prepared to march. In the meantime, Tipu had renewed his attack on Travancore, and
successfully breached the Nedumkotta line in late April 1790, despite the heavy losses inflicted by the Tranvancorean army.
British forces in Travancore were too few to withstand the assault, and withdrew to the Ayacotta fortress and the
Travancorean army made a strategic retreat to the further bank of the Periyar river and prepared to contest the crossing of
the river. The monsoon rains prevented the Mysorean army from fording the river and as Tipu received the news that the
British campaign from Madras began to take shape as a significant threat, he retreated from Travancore.
The plan of attack developed by Medows called for a two-pronged attack, with the main thrust against the Coimbatore
district and a diversionary thrust into Mysore from the northeast. Cornwallis was unhappy with this plan, due in part to the
lateness of the season (combat being much more difficult during the monsoon season), and the lengthy supply lines from
Madras that the plan entailed. However, he was willing to give Medows the opportunity for independent command.
Medows moved out of Trichinopoly in late May. Hampered by weather and equipment problems, his progress was slow. He
met little resistance, as Tipu had withdrawn his main forces to the Mysore highlands. On 21 July Medows entered
Coimbatore unopposed, after having taken some of the smaller fortifications in the district by either abandonment or the
immediate surrender of the garrison. His only opposition consisted of 4,000 cavalry under Sayed Sahib that Tipu had
detached to observe and harass his operations; most of these were eventually driven across the Bhavani River by Medows'
cavalry. Further strong points in the district fell, with Palghat and Dindigul requiring significant action to capture.
Although the campaign was successful in gaining complete control of the Coimbatore district, Medows had to divide his
forces to hold it, with the largest detachments at Coimbatore, Palghat, and Sathyamangalam. The attack from Bengal, and a
third from Bombay, were late in getting started when Tipu made his counterattack.
On 2 September, Tipu left Srirangapatnam at the head of a 40,000-man army. Descending the mountain passes beginning
on 9 September, he began to move toward Sathyamangalam. While the 2,800-man garrison there withstood an initial
assault from Tipu's force on 13 September, Captain John Floyd, the garrison commander, opted to withdraw. Under cover
of night, they crossed the Bhavani and headed for Coimbatore. Tipu, slowed by heavy rains, sent 15,000 cavalry in pursuit.
These eventually caught up and captured much of Floyd's baggage train, and continued to pursue the weary garrison. That

evening, the full force of Tipu's army fell upon them as they camped at Cheyoor. A desperate stand by the infantry repulsed
repeated assaults, and only the arrival of reinforcements sent by Medows rescued them.
Tipu then embarked on a campaign of harassing the British supply and communications, while screening the movements of
his main force. In early November he successfully misled Medows, moving much of his army north to attack the smaller
Bengal force. This force, about 9,000 men led by Colonel Maxwell, had reached Kaveripattinam and strongly fortified his
position. Unable to penetrate the defences, Tipu withdrew to the south on 14 November after learning that Medows was
on his trail again. Medows and Maxwell joined forces on 17 November, and pursued Tipu, who had decided to make a move
toward Trichinopoly. Unable to do more than pillage the town before Medows arrived, Tipu then moved on to rampage
through the Carnatic, destroying towns and seizing supplies as he went. He ended up at the French outpost at Pondicherry,
where he attempted to interest the French in supporting his efforts against the British. As France was then in the early
stages of its Revolution, these efforts were entirely unsuccessful. Medows at this point moved toward Madras, where he
turned over command of his army to Lord Cornwallis.
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During the summer of 1790, a Maratha army of some 30,000 under the command of Purseram Bhow, accompanied by a
detachment of British troops from Bombay, began marching toward Mysore. The first several Mysorean outposts
surrendered in the face of the large army, and it made steady if slow progress until it reached Darwar in September. The
fort was weakly and indifferently besieged for 29 weeks, with the garrison finally surrendering on 3 April 1791. The army
then continued to advance, reaching the Tungabhadra River in early May.
A second army, consisting of 25,000 cavalry and 5,000 infantry under the command of Hurry Punt assisted by a detachment
of British soldiers from the Madras army, left Poona in January 1791, eventually reaching Kurnool without significant
opposition. Hurry Punt went to confer with the Nizam, who had not crossed into Mysore in fear that Tipu's large army
would overwhelm his before it could be joined to that of one of the other allies. On receiving word that Cornwallis had
captured Bangalore and was moving toward the Mysorean capital, Srirangapatnam, Hurry Punt moved out from Kurnool,
and made junction with Cornwallis on 28 May.
The Nizam's army, led by Mahabat Jung, advanced to Koppal, which they besieged in October 1790. Poor-quality cannons
impeded the conduct of the siege, which was not successfully concluded until April 1791.

British forces succeeded in taking control of the Malabar coast late in 1790. One force under Colonel Hartley gained a
decisive victory at Calicut in December, while a second under Robert Abercromby routed the Mysoreans at Cannanore a
few days later.
Cornwallis' first goal was to take the strong point of Bangalore, which would provide a base for future operations against
Seringapatam. He hoped that this would stimulate the allies to step up their activity. Anticipating that Tipu would engage in
a scorched-earth campaign in the highlands of Mysore, he made significant arrangements for provisions. To assist in the
hauling of supplies and heavy armaments he also retained a significant number of elephants.
Cornwallis took over the main British army at Vellore on 29 January 1791. A week later he marched west, as if to pass
through the Eastern Ghats at that point. This prompted Tipu to abandon Pondicherry and make haste for Bangalore, where

he perceived his harem to be at some risk. Although Tipu placed defences on some of the passes, Cornwallis, after a
number of feints, turned sharply north, and crossed the mountains at the Muglee Pass on 21 February against no
opposition. He then continued to advance, against virtually no resistance, until he was very nearly before the gates of
Bangalore on 5 March. Tipu had fortified the city and supplied the garrison, but he stayed with his main force on the
outskirts of the British positions as Cornwallis began siege operations. After six weeks of siege, in which the British had to
repeatedly beat off attacks and skirmishes from Tipu, they successfully stormed the citadel.

After securing Bangalore, Cornwallis turned his army north to meet a supply caravan and to effect a junction with the
Nizam's army, which took place on 12 April about 130 km north of Bangalore. Turning back toward Bangalore, Cornwallis
found the Nizam's men to be noticeably unhelpful. He had hoped that the addition of native cavalry to the army would
assist in offsetting Tipu's advantage in that quarter, but the Nizam's men, commanded by Teige Wunt, were interested in
plunder and in living off the army's supplies instead of foraging and scouting against Tipu.
The British then embarked on a series of operations to secure most of the area around Bangalore before moving on to
Seringapatam. When Cornwallis was seeking a ford at which to cross the Cauvery River, Tipu offered him battle at a ford
near the village of Arakere. In the ensuing battle on 15 May, Cornwallis flanked Tipu's position and drove him to retreat
behind Seringapatam's walls. Since the Marathan forces were apparently not nearby, and it seemed unlikely that
Abercromby would arrive with the Malabar forces, and his army was on the verge of starvation, Cornwallis then made the
difficult decision on 22 May to destroy his siege train and retreat. Only three days later, the Maratha army arrived, Tipu
having successfully prevented most of its messengers from reaching Cornwallis before then.
Cornwallis' retreat to Bangalore exposed the Coimbatore district to Tipu's forces. On 11 June, 2,000 Mysorean forces laid
siege to Coimbatore. Lieutenant Chalmers, the garrison commander, ignored orders from Cornwallis to withdraw if
attacked in force, and chose to fight, in spite of having less than 300 men and inferior gunpowder. His defence was spirited,
and reinforcements from Palgautcherry prompted him to sortie and successfully take the defenders' supply train in August.
Eight thousand more Mysoreans then arrived, but Chalmers held out until 6 November. In violation of the agreed terms of
surrender Chalmers and his men were taken prisoner.

Following the allied retreat to Bangalore, the armies of Purseram Bhow and Teige Wunt left the grand army to pursue
territorial gains in Mysore's northern territories. Purseram Bhow, desirous of recapturing the Bednore district that Tipu's
father Hyder had taken in an earlier war, captured Hooly Honore and Shimoga, although British forces attached to his army
did much of the necessary work. Only the threatened arrival of a detachment from Tipu's army prevented him from laying
siege to Bednore itself. Bhow did not return to the grand army until after peace negotiations began at Seringapatam.
Whereas the earl's younger brother, Commodore William Cornwallis, was engaged in the naval Battle of Tellicherry, Charles
spent the remainder of 1791 securing his supply lines to Madras. To this end he laid siege to Nundydroog in November and
Savendroog in December, both of which fell after unexpectedly modest efforts. He also ordered a massive supply operation

to ensure that adequate supplies and pay for his army and those of the allies would be available. Spies were sent to
infiltrate Tipu's camps, and he began to receive more reliable reports of the latter's troop strengths and disposition.
The relations between Cornwallis and the allies were difficult. The Marathan military leaders, Purseram Bhow and Hurry
Punt, had to be bribed to stay with the army, and Cornwallis reported the Hyderabadi forces to be more of a hindrance than
a help; one British observer wrote that they were a "disorderly rabble" and "not very creditable to the state of military
discipline at Hyderabad."
On 25 January, Cornwallis moved from Savendroog toward Seringapatam, while Abercromby again advanced from the
Malabar coast. While Tipu's men harassed the column, they did not impede its progress. Cornwallis established a chain of
outposts to protect the supply line from Bangalore. When the massive army reached the plains before Seringapatam on 5
February, Tipu's began showering the force with rockets. Cornwallis responded with a night-time attack to dislodge Tipu
from his lines. After a somewhat confused battle, Tipu's forces were flanked, and he retreated into the city, and Cornwallis
began siege operations. On 12 February Abercromby arrived with the Bombay army, and the noose began to tighten
around Tipu. By 23 February, Tipu began making overtures for peace talks, and hostilities were suspended the next day
when he agreed to preliminary terms.

Among the preliminary terms that Cornwallis insisted on was the Tipu surrender two of his sons as hostages as a guarantee
for his execution of the agreed terms. On 26 February his two young sons were formally delivered to Cornwallis amid great
ceremony and gun salutes by both sides. Cornwallis, who was not interested in significantly extending the company's
territory, or in turning most of Mysore over to the Mahrattas and Hyderabad, negotiated a division of one half of Mysorean
territory, to be divided by the allies, in which the company's acquisition would improve its defences. He later wrote, "If we
had taken Seringapatam and killed Tippoo, [...] we must either have given that capital to the Marattas (a dangerous boon)
or have set up some miserable pageant of our own, to be supported by the Company's troops and treasures, and to be
plundered by its servants." The territories taken deprived Mysore of much of its coastline; Mysore was also obligated to pay
some of the allied war costs.
On 18 March 1792 Tipu agreed to the terms and signed the Treaty of Seringapatam, ending hostilities.
The war resulted in a sharp curtailment of Mysore's borders to the advantage of the Mahrattas, the Nizam of Hyderabad,
Travancore and the Madras Presidency. The districts of Malabar, Salem, Bellary and Anantapur were ceded to the Madras
Presidency.
A fourth and final war was fought between the British and Mysore in 1799, in which Seringapatam was taken, and Tipu was
killed in its defence. The victors, rather than partitioning the country, forced Tipu's family into exile and restored control of
Mysore to the Wodeyars.
One notable military advance championed by Tipu Sultan was the use of mass attacks with rocket brigades, called
kushoons, in the army. The weapons used by the kushoons sufficiently impressed the British during the Third and Fourth
Mysore Wars to inspire William Congreve to develop Congreve rockets.
Cornwallis was raised to the title of Marquess for his actions in the war.
The Fourth Anglo–Mysore War was a conflict in South India between the Kingdom of Mysore against the British East India
Company and the Hyderabad Deccan in 1798–99.
This was the final conflict of the four Anglo–Mysore Wars. The British captured the capital of Mysore. The ruler Tipu Sultan
was killed in the battle. Britain took indirect control of Mysore, restoring the Wodeyar Dynasty to the Mysore throne (with a
British commissioner to advise him on all issues). Tipu Sultan's young heir, Fateh Ali, was sent into exile. The Kingdom of
Mysore became a princely state in a subsidiary alliance with British India and ceded Coimbatore, Dakshina Kannada and
Uttara Kannada to the British.

The war, specifically the Battle of Mallavelly and the Siege of Seringapatam, with many of the key protagonists, is covered in
the historical novel Sharpe's Tiger.
Napoleon's landing in Egypt in 1798 was intended to further the capture of the British possessions in India, and the
Kingdom of Mysore was a key to that next step, as the ruler of Mysore, Tipu Sultan, sought France as an ally and his letter
to Napoleon resulted in the following reply, "You have already been informed of my arrival on the borders of the Red Sea,
with an innumerable and invincible army, full of the desire of releasing and relieving you from the iron yoke of England."
Additionally, General Malarctic, French Governor of Mauritius, issued the Malarctic Proclamation seeking volunteers to
assist Tipu. Horatio Nelson crushed any help from Napoleon after the Battle of the Nile. However, Lord Wellesley had
already set in motion a response to prevent any alliance between Tipu Sultan and France.

Three armies – one from Bombay and two British (one of which contained a division that was commanded by Colonel
Arthur Wellesley, the future 1st Duke of Wellington), marched into Mysore in 1799 and besieged the capital,
Srirangapatnam, after some engagements with Tipu. On 8 March, a forward force managed to hold off an advance by Tipu
at the Battle of Seedaseer. On 4 May, in the Battle of Seringapatam, broke through the defending walls. Tipu Sultan, rushing
to the breach, was shot and killed.
Today, the spot where Tipu's body was discovered under the eastern gate has been fenced off by the Archaeological Survey
of India, and a plaque erected. The gate was later demolished during the 19th century to lay a wide road.
One notable military advance championed by Tipu Sultan was the use of mass attacks with iron-cased rocket brigades in the
army. The effect of the Mysorean rockets on the British during the Third and Fourth Mysore Wars was sufficiently
impressive to inspire William Congreve to develop the Congreve rockets.
Many members of the British East India Company believed that Umdat Ul-Umra, the Nawab of Carnatic, secretly provided
assistance to Tipu Sultan during the Fourth Anglo–Mysore War; and they immediately sought his deposition after the end of
the conflict.
During the war, rockets were again used on several occasions. One of these involved Colonel Arthur Wellesley, later famous
as the First Duke of Wellington. Wellesley was defeated by Tipu's Diwan, Purnaiah, at the Battle of Sultanpet Tope. Quoting
Forrest,
At this point (near the village of Sultanpet, Figure 5) there was a large tope, or grove, which gave shelter to Tipu's
rocketmen and had obviously to be cleaned out before the siege could be pressed closer to Srirangapattana island. The
commander chosen for this operation was Col. Wellesley, but advancing towards the tope after dark on the 5 April 1799, he
was set upon with rockets and musket-fires, lost his way and, as Beatson politely puts it, had to "postpone the attack" until
a more favourable opportunity should offer.

The following day, Wellesley launched a fresh attack with a larger force, and took the whole position without losing a single
man. On 22 April 1799, twelve days before the main battle, rocketeers worked their way around to the rear of the British
encampment, then 'threw a great number of rockets at the same instant' to signal the beginning of an assault by 6,000
Indian infantry and a corps of Frenchmen, all directed by Mir Golam Hussain and Mohomed Hulleen Mir Miran. The rockets
had a range of about 1,000 yards. Some burst in the air like shells. Others, called ground rockets, would rise again on
striking the ground and bound along in a serpentine motion until their force was spent. According to one British observer, a
young English officer named Bayly: "So pestered were we with the rocket boys that there was no moving without danger
from the destructive missiles ...". He continued:
The rockets and musketry from 20,000 of the enemy were incessant. No hail could be thicker. Every illumination of blue
lights was accompanied by a shower of rockets, some of which entered the head of the column, passing through to the
rear, causing death, wounds, and dreadful lacerations from the long bamboos of twenty or thirty feet, which are invariably
attached to them.

During the conclusive British attack on Srirangapattana on 2 May 1799, a British shot struck a magazine of rockets within
Tipu Sultan's fort, causing it to explode and send a towering cloud of black smoke with cascades of exploding white light
rising up from the battlements. On the afternoon of 4 May when the final attack on the fort was led by Baird, he was again
met by "furious musket and rocket fire", but this did not help much; in about an hour's time the fort was taken; perhaps
within another hour Tipu had been shot (the precise time of his death is not known), and the war was effectively over.
Mysore is known as the cultural capital of Karnataka. Mysore was the capital of the Wodeyar kings who ruled over the
Mysore Kingdom for many centuries. Wodeyars were great patrons of art and music and have contributed significantly to
make Mysore a cultural centre.
Dasara is the Nadahabba (state-festival) of the state of Karnataka. It is also known as Navaratri (Nava-ratri = nine-nights)
and is a 10-day festival with the last day being Vijayadashami, the most auspicious day of Dasara. Dasara usually falls in the
month of September or October. According to a legend, Vijayadashami denotes the victory of truth over evil and was the
day when the Hindu Goddess Chamundeshwari killed the demon Mahishasura. Mahishasura is the demon from whose
name Mysore has been derived.

The Dasara festivities were first started by the Wodeyar King, Raja Wodeyar I (1578–1617 CE) in 1610. The Mysore Palace is
lit up on all the 10 days of Dasara. The festivities begin with the Wodeyar royal couple performing a special puja to Goddess
Chamundeshwari in the Chamundi Temple located on the top of Chamundi Hill at Mysore. This would be followed by a
special durbar (royal assembly).Kings wore the traditional Mysore Peta as headgear during the Durbar (court of Indian or
princely state's kings) time or in a ceremonial procession during the Dasara celebrations. It was during the reign of
Krishnaraja Wodeyar III in 1805, when the king started the tradition of having a special durbar in the Mysore Palace during
Dasara; which was attended by members of the royal family, special invitees, officials and the masses. The King and men
attending King's court wore the conventional attire called the durbar dress which comprised a black long coat with white
trousers and a compulsory Mysore Peta. This tradition has been continued even now with the current scion of the Wodeyar

family, Srikantadatta Narasimharaja Wodeyar holding a private durbar during Dasara. The ninth day of Dasara known as
Mahanavami is also an auspicious day on which the royal sword is worshipped and is taken on a procession involving
elephants, camels and horses.
On Vijayadashami, the traditional Dasara procession (locally known as Jumboo Savari) is held on the streets of Mysore city.
The main attraction of this procession is the idol of the Goddess Chamundeshwari which is placed on a golden mantapa on
the top of a decorated elephant. This idol is worshipped by the royal couple and other invitees before it is taken around in
the procession. Colourful tableaux, dance groups, music bands, decorated elephants, horses and camels form a part of the
procession which starts from the Mysore Palace and culminates at a place called Bannimantap where the banni tree
(Prosopis spicigera) is worshipped. According to a legend of the Mahabharata, banni tree was used by the Pandavas to hide
their arms during their one-year period of Agnatavasa (living life incognito). Before undertaking any warfare, the kings
traditionally worshipped this tree to help them emerge victorious in the war. The Dasara festivities would culminate on the
night of Vijayadashami with an event held in the grounds at Bannimantap called as Panjina Kavayatthu (torch-light parade).

Another major attraction during Dasara is the Dasara exhibition which is held in the exhibition grounds opposite to the
Mysore Palace. This exhibition starts during Dasara and goes on till December. Various stalls which sell items like clothes,
plastic items, kitchenware, cosmetics and eatables are set up and they attract a significant number of people. A play area
containing attractions like ferris-wheel is also present to provide entertainment to the people. Various Governmental
agencies setup stalls to signify the achievements and projects that they have undertaken.
On all the 10 days of Dasara, various music and dance concerts are held in auditoriums around Mysore city. Musicians and
dance groups from all over India are invited to perform on this occasion. Another attraction during Dasara is the Kusti
Spardhe (wrestling-bout) which attracts wrestlers from all around India.
Wodeyar kings of Mysore have built quite a few palaces in Mysore and this has earned the city the sobriquet of City of
Palaces. Following are the palaces present here:

The main palace of Mysore, Mysore Palace, was built in 1912 The earlier wooden palace that existed at this location got
burnt in a fire during the wedding of Jayalakshammanni, the eldest daughter of Chamaraja Wodeyar, in February 1897. The
palace is a three storied structure with the tallest tower with a gilded dome rising to 145 feet above ground. In the first
floor is the grand Durbar hall, where the kings used to hold their assembly
The traditional form of painting called as Mysore painting is an offshoot of the Vijayanagar school of Painting. With the fall
of the Vijayanagar empire, the artists who were involved in the Vijayanagar Paintings were rendered jobless. The Wodeyar
king, Raja Wodeyar (1578–1617 CE) rehabilitated these artists in Srirangapatna and under his patronage, a new form of
painting called as Mysore painting evolved. These artists employed by the king made use of locally available materials to do
the paintings. Squirell hair was used as a brush by tying the hair with a silken thread and inserting them into the narrow end
of a quill. A cloth spread over a wooden plank formed the painting board. Properly burnt tamarind sticks were used as a
sketching charcoal. The main attraction of these paintings was the gesso work in which gold foils were pasted on
appropriate regions on the painting. Gesso was used for depicting intricate designs of clothes, jewellery and architectural
details. Stories from the Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana and Jain epics formed the basis of these paintings.
Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar (Krishnaraja Wodeyar III) was instrumental in the growth of the Mysore painting form and

is said to have commissioned more than 1000 portraits during his reign. Many of these paintings can still be seen on the
walls of the Jaganmohan Palace at Mysore.
Ganjifa or Ganjeefa was a popular card game in ancient India. Played extensively in the Mughal period, Ganjifa is now
known more for the art work on the cards than the game itself. Cards made for royalty were inlaid with precious stones and
were also made of ivory, mother-of-pearl and wafers of lac. In Mysore, this game was known as "Chadd" (God's play). One
of the finest exponents of Ganjifa Art, Ganjifa Raghupathi Bhatta is a resident of Mysore and has set up an International
Ganjifa Research Centre at Mysore. The cards are generally circular and sometimes rectangular in shape with lacquered
backs with exquisite paintings on them..
British writers mention the existence of thousands of workers in Mysore involved in inlaying etched ivory motifs into
rosewood to create intricate wood work. Even now an estimated 4000 people in Mysore are involved in rosewood inlay
work though other media like plastic have replaced ivory. This intricate work involves many stages. The first step is to
design and draw the images and patterns on the rosewood. Then the rosewood is cut into proper shape by carpentry. The
motifs that have to be inlaid are then carefully handcut to shape. The areas where the motifs have to be inlaid on the
rosewood, are carefully scooped out. Next the motifs are inlaid and fixed. The wood is then smoothened using sandpaper
and polished to give a bright look.

Mysore is the home of the famous Indian feminine wear, the Mysore silk saree. Mysore Silk is a trademark for the silk
sarees produced by KSIC (Karnataka Silk Industries Corporation). The distinguishing feature of this saree is the usage of pure
silk and 100% pure gold zari (a golden coloured thread containing 65% of silver and 0.65% of gold). These sarees are
manufactured in a silk factory located in Mysore city. This factory was started in 1912 by the Maharaja of Mysore by
importing 32 looms from Switzerland. In 1980, this factory was transferred to KSIC and now has around 159 looms. Every
saree produced here comes with an embroidered code number and a hologram to prevent misuse. Mysore silk sarees are
also undergoing an innovating change with the use of kasuti embroidery, thickly woven pallus (the part of the saree worn
over the shoulder), bandhini techniques and new colours like lilac, coffee-brown and elephant-grey.

The cuisine of Mysore resembles to a large extent the Udupi cuisine. Rice is the staple food item used in cooking and
various spices are also used. A breakfast mostly includes dishes made of rice of which idli and dosa are prevalent. Vada is
another popular breakfast item mostly prepared only in hotels. Other popular breakfast dishes include shavige bath (spicy
dish made of vermicelli), rava idli, oggarane avalakki (seasoned beaten rice), Pongal and Poori. A lunch or dinner spread
generally includes steamed rice, chutney, sambar, pickle, curry, gojju (a sweet curry), rasam, papad and curds. Some of the
rice based dishes that form a part of the lunch are Bisi bele bath (a spicy rice preparation with vegetables), vangi baath (rice
mixed with brinjal curry), chitranna (rice mixed with seasoning, turmeric and lemon juice or raw mango scrapes) and
Puliyogare. Chapati is another lunch item preferred nowadays. In formal occasions like marriage, the food is served on a
plantain leaf and would include additional items like sweets and Kosambari apart from the ones mentioned above. Some of
the popular sweet dishes are rave unde (sweet balls made of semolina and coconut scrapes), ladoo, payasam, Mysore Pak
and jalebi. It is customary to eat adike (arecanut) with betel leaf after the lunch/dinner. Coffee (Indian filter coffee) is the
preferred beverage in homes. Some of the snacks that are prevalent here are chakkuli, khara mandakki (spicy puffed rice),
churmuri and kodubale (a doughnut shaped spicy snack made of fried semolina). In the last few years, chaat, pizzas and
tems belonging to Indian Chinese cuisine have become popular mostly with the younger generation. Mysore has also lent
its name to the sweet-dish Mysore Pak and the Mysore Masala Dosa.

